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Developing Priorities  
 

Luke 12:16-21 
 

I remember seeing a movie in which the main character comes 
across a remote control that doesn’t just control his appliances, or his 
television, but it actually controls the world around him.  So he can fast 
forward through life. He can hit pause.  He can even hit the mute button, 
and he uses the remote control to bring about balance and order to his 
life.  First, it really helps him a lot. But by the end of the film, the remote 
has taken over and he has lost control and he has almost lost everything that 
he holds dear. And there is a defining moment during the film; he realizes 
that he hasn’t known what mattered most until that point. So he noticed 
what matters most in life.   

 
Now watching this film did one thing for me.  And the one thing it 

did was, it made me wish I had that remote control. You know, that remote 
control where if you are facing a difficult point in life you can just fast 
forward through it to the end or if you are facing a difficult decision, you can 
just hit pause, and it gives you plenty of time to make the right decision. Or if 
you make a mistake you can rewind back and change what happened so 
you don’t have to deal with the consequences of your decision. Let’s be 
honest.  How many of us wish we had this remote control?  I do. 

 
Unfortunately, life isn’t like that. You only get one life and you only 

get one chance to live that life. There are no “mulligans.” There are no 
“do-overs,” or second chances in life. Time is an unrenewable resource. 
Once it’s gone, it’s gone forever.  That means that we have to take time in 
our life to press pause and sit back objectively and look at our lives to see if 
our lives are headed in the right direction, to see if our lives are going where 
we want them to go and to realign them if they are not. 

 
Through my years of ministry, I have concluded that God wants us 

to set goals and then accomplish them! How do I know that? Because when 
I read the Scriptures, I believe God has indicated in His Word that He wants 
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His children to be happy, to be prosperous, and to be healthy – there is no 
indication otherwise. That doesn’t mean we will not have difficulties along 
the way, but I believe our present position is determined by our previous 
thinking. And for that reason, as you and I look at our future, what we 
have been thinking has put us where we are. Therefore, what we think, 
whether positive or negative, will determine what we will do in the future. 

 
Sometime we want to blame other people for our circumstances. 

And there are others who influence what we do; there are other people 
who are responsible in certain areas of our life. But I want you to think 
about this for a moment – our previous thinking about our church and 
ourselves has determined to a great deal where we are at this particular point 
in our church’s life. I am afraid, many times, we have settled for a “mole 
hill” when God’s wants to give us a “mountain.” 

 
All of us ought to have goals and priorities for ourselves and for our 

church. Because, you see, setting goals for our church, and looking at our 
future will have little significance until we are willing to look at our 
priorities. And all of us do have priorities! 

 
How would you define a priority? A priority is that which takes 

precedence over other things in your life. I believe that 95% of our success 
in whatever we are doing in life has nothing with education, or ability, but 
rather it has to do with the way we set our priorities. Now watch this – the 
values we have in life will determine the priorities in life! 

 
I believe Luke 12:16-21 describes for us the tragic example of 

misplaced priorities. We usually look at this passage of scripture as 
dealing with a man who left God out of his life, and that is very true. But I 
think it deals with this matter of priorities. Why? Because the priorities you 
choose will be determined by what you place the most value on in your 
life! 

 
All of us make decisions every day. And we have a daily life of 

priorities. That is, everyday we consciously, or unconsciously, chose one 
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thing above the other! 
 
Now how do we develop these priorities? There are four ways we 

develop priorities in life: 
 
First, we develop priorities by making a definite a decision. That is, 

you choose after having evaluated the situation as to what should be the 
number one thing in your life! So, first of all, we develop our priorities by 
making definite decisions.  

 
Second, sometimes we choose our priorities because we are 

pressured by our circumstances, or pressured by others, to make certain 
decisions. That is, you might have a friend, or a family member, or your 
spouse putting pressure on you to make a certain decision. And in that 
situation you must choose what your priorities really are! 

 
Third, we often choose our priorities by simply drifting. We drift into 

habits, and before long those habits become a way of life for us. An 
example of this is found in Hebrews 10:24-25, “And let us consider one 
another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, 
and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” The Greek reads like 
this, “Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good 
works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but 
encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing 
near.”  

 
We drift! That is, we begin “neglect” some things that used to be a 

“priority” in our life – church attendance, work ethics, time, etc., and the 
next thing you know we have unconsciously changed our priorities!  

 
Four, we often develop priorities (or fail to) because of fear. It might 

be the fear of failure or have fallen victim to the fear of unbelief. The 
answer to setting goals is our understanding the promises of God’s Word for 
our lives. 
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A good example of what I want you to see in found in the life of 

Abraham. God made Abraham the impossible promise of a “son” in his old 
age, and Romans 4:19-20 says, “And (Abraham) not being weak in faith, he 
did not consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a hundred 
years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. He did not waver at the 
promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory 
to God.” Because of Abraham’s “faith,” the promise that God made to 
him became more real than anything else. 
 

Now Acts 10:34 reminds us, “God is no respecter of persons,” and what 
worked for Abraham will work for each of us here today! But there is 
something you must learn – you must learn how to build and develop your 
faith!  

 
Hebrews 11:1-3 says, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 

the evidence of things not seen. For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. 
By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so 
that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.” 1 
Corinthians 4:16-18 says, “Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our 
outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 
For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the 
things, which are seen, but at the things, which are not seen. For the things 
which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 
Faith makes those things you can’t see more real than those things you 
can see! 

 
Now watch this – every time you get discouraged; every time you 

lose heart; every time you find it difficult to serve God; it is because you 
are believing more in what you can see than in what you don’t see! You 
look at the problem, you evaluate the situation, and on the bases of what 
you can see, on what you can feel, on what you can touch, there is no way 
the figures can add up, and you plunge in despair! But faith never settles 
for things that are seen! Faith never draws its conclusions on the tangible 
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things of this life! Faith always draws its conclusions based on the 
promises in the Word of God! 

 
So, according to the Bible, faith is actually looking at something you 

can’t see! How do you do that? You do it by looking at the promises of God; 
in the Word of God; until with your inner eyes (the eyes of your spirit), a 
picture is formed. You see yourself with it instead of without it!  

 
Let’s go back to Abraham for just a moment. Hebrews 11:17-19 says, 

“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had 
received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, 
“In Isaac your seed shall be called,” concluding that God was able to raise him 
up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative 
sense.” The Greek reads like this, “It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac 
as a sacrifice when God was testing him. Abraham, who had received God’s 
promises, was ready to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, even though God had told 
him, “Isaac is the son through whom your descendants will be 
counted.” Abraham reasoned that if Isaac died, God was able to bring him 
back to life again. And in a sense, Abraham did receive his son back from the 
dead.” Although God had asked for Isaac’s life, because of the promises of 
God to bless the world through his seed, Abraham saw him alive! The 
eyes of Abraham’s faith did not see Isaac as dead, but alive! 

 
We have this promise in Psalm 37:4-5, “Delight yourself also in the 

Lord,    and He shall give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to 
the Lord,    trust also in Him,    and He shall bring it to pass.” Romans 1:17 
says, “The just shall live by faith.” I am praying that we here at Mountain 
Grove will get our priories to high that we can reach our full potential in 
Jesus and for Jesus!  

Child of God, fear of failure is a dangerous thing! If you allow it to 
dominate your life, it will cause you to do the one thing that will 
inevitably guarantee failure, and that is not attempting anything at all!  

 
How do you counteract the fear of failure? How do you develop 

priorities that produce victory and growth? How do you get to the place of 
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seeing life from heaven’s viewpoint? I want to share some things that will 
change your life: 

 
First, we need to make serving Christ a priority. Hebrews 2:9 says, 

“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the 
suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of 
God, might taste death for everyone.” Philippians 2:9 says, “Therefore God 
also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every 
name.”  

 
The reason for so much discouragement and defeatism in the work of 

the Lord is that we are raising a generation of Christians whose focus is 
on men instead of focusing on Jesus! Christians gossip, complain, and 
carry all kinds of resentment because our focus is on people and programs 
instead of the Lord of Glory. 

 
Second, we need to make reaching the lost a priority. Luke 19L10 

reminds us that Jesus came “to seek and to save” the lost. 1 Timothy 2:3-4 
reminds us, “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 
who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 
Who are you burdened for today? Who was that person that God has 
placed on your heart to call or to visit?  

 
Third, we need to make talking positive about our Church a priority. 

Look folks, I know we are not a perfect church. I also know we don’t have a 
perfect Staff. But I know this – we are a Church anyone can come here and 
by loved! And I know we are a Church where the Word of God is preached 
and Christ is honored as Lord! And that, my friend, is enough for you to go 
out and brag about! 

 
If you have never been saved, why not today? 
 
Stand for prayer. 
 
Father, 



 7 

 
Your Word is true.  Give me the courage to get my priorities 

straightened out and in line with Your Word. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


