
Thunder Sunday
Church and the Winds of Change

Joel 2:27-29

You and I are living in a world filled with change! A recent paper 
produced by a Baptist Union of Great Britain group states: “Our world is in a state 
of unprecedented change at the moment; many accepted certainties and ways of 
doing things are becoming increasingly questioned. As (Christians) we cannot 
expect to be immune from that, and it is vital to re-examine how we engage in 
mission and sustain our shared life in the light of this.”

Economically, the world is in turmoil and no one seems to know how to 
balance a budget. Upward mobility is becoming a thing of the past, and those 
under the age of 40 will most likely be the first generation to fail at out-
earning their parents.

The economics of the world are deeply affecting the economics of the 
church in more ways that just money. Because of the desperate focus on 
having or maintaining jobs, people move on average almost every five years to 
keep pace. Therefore, churches are forced to operate based on the probability of 
losing many of their congregational members every few years, just like a college 
ministry.

Ministry therefore may not be able to be based on sustainability, but 
rather on pure blind faithfulness to make disciples one by one.

As people lose their sense of stability, security and sustainability, their 
tendency is to move from generosity to scarcity – that is they simply won’t give 
like they used to. At present, the average Christian gives to the church at the 
exact percentage non-believers give to charities  - just fewer than three 
percent.

Culturally, those under 40 have shifted in their sense of values. Fifty 
years ago, one of the highest virtues was “loyalty,” and people would give 
faithfully to the church, trusting the institution and the leaders to use the 
money wisely.

And even if they didn’t always agree with a Building Fund or the focus 
of the Church Budget, they would continue to give simply because they trusted 
their spiritual leadership. The younger and middle adults of today seem to 
have a higher value placed on “meaning,” and they usually give more freely to 
what they see is making a visible difference, or what they perceive will bring 
them meaning at a personal level. Therefore, today’s believers seem to be more 
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concerned about ministry needs than they are about keeping the lights turned on or 
making building payments! 

These rough seas, brought about by the winds of global change, are 
going to keep blowing, causing the attitudes and values, both inside, as well as 
outside, the Church to be changed forever. But in spite of what is going on in 
today’s world, I am convinced those who can navigate well will not only 
survive but thrive in this new world.

 As church attendance declines nationally, and as we fail on a global 
scale to see new converts to the cause of Christ, far too many churches are 
struggling. Regardless of the size of the church we serve, calculating leaders 
must adjust to the trends. 

The truth is we have tried to attract people with safety for our kids, hand 
sanitizers in every hallway, high powered programs, and a preaching and 
worship style that has less and less emphases on the Word of God. And what 
have we gotten for all our spiritual protection and provision? A nation filled 
with hollow buildings, faltering memberships wandering in pain and confusion, as 
they continue to struggle with pastoral leadership who constantly look for 
someone else to blame for their circumstance. 

 It seems to me we need a new model of disciple making, a new model of 
doing church, a new vision for our lives, and what our money and time can 
accomplish.

Studies tell us by the year 2025, America will be as unchurched as the 
rest of the western world. But this is not a time to despair and cower down 
before the enemies of Christ! Why? Because our God is still God! He makes 
this statement in Isaiah 46:9-10,  “I am God, and there is none like me. Only I can 
tell you the future before it even happens. And Hebrews 13:8 reminds us He “is the 
same yesterday, today, and forever.” 

I am convinced that what we are seeing in these “last days” is the old is 
passing away and God is now getting ready to do a “new thing” with, for, and 
through His Church! And in light of that truth, the Bride of Christ must now 
make a choice: will we turn from our objections and praise his power and 
grace, or will we stiffen our neck and resist him?

 The question we have to ask  is where do we go from here? How do we 
keep our church alive, sustainable, vibrant and open to God’s voice? How do we 
live a life of biblical influence in a world that seems to be pulling farther away 
from God with each passing day?
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Not long ago, I sat alone and prayed that God would give me so sense of 
direction for my life in the years ahead. As I looked back over the almost fifty 
years of pasturing, I had to admit, sometimes I was ready just to stop and rest 
from the battles and bickering. But in that moment the Holy Spirit very quietly 
reminded me of the conversations of families who are now attending Mountain 
Grove. He reminded me of their past struggles with the dead and unloving 
attitudes from whence they came. He also reminded me of the difference we 
have made in the lives of those hurting people through the various ministries 
of this awesome place. And suddenly I realized, we need our type of church to 
make a difference in these “last days.”   

I really don’t know how long I sat, prayed, and listened, but in that 
moment in time, I can truly say I heard from God! He reminded me of His 
words found in John 15:16-20, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, 
that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you. These things I 
command you, that you love one another. “If the world hates you, you know that it 
hated Me before it hated you.  If you were of the world, the world would love its 
own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is 
not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.” 
Ladies and gentlemen, none of us is “greater than his master”!  And He gave His 
life that we might have life and life more abundantly!

I realize there will always be difficulties and differences as we try to 
minister in a world that seems so unattracted to the Gospel of Christ. But if we 
could ignite a fire bright enough for God to shine through his people, his 
church, we could truly experience that “latter rain” of revival in world gone 
crazy. 

Yes, there will always be churches that expand through transfer growth, and 
that can keep their pastors paid and their churchy folks happy and safe, but WHAT 
ABOUT THE RESTOF US WHO ARE NO LONGER CONTENT TO SIMPLY 
EXIST IN THE RELIGIOUS ZONE?

And because of the kind of attitude that tries to “go along, just to get 
along,” the church in America is far from what God has envisioned it to be. In 
fact, most of what we see going on today in the name of Christ is an 
abomination. Entire denominations today operate without the Holy Spirit. They 
are devoid of the presence of Jesus, and bankrupt of all spiritual gifts. They 
practice a form of religion without any power, conviction or a simple message 
of salvation of grace and faith. They are cozy with the world and are more 
political than spiritual. They appease sin - coddling homosexuals, winking at 
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divorce, ridiculing the supernatural, and tossing aside all teachings about 
heaven, hell, repentance and judgment. 

Such churches wonder if God is even alive. They are so cold, weak and 
timid, and the world scoffs at them! They have no influence, no respect, no 
impact on society whatsoever.

What about those of us who can’t play the denominational games 
anymore, who don’t want to spend our time just acting religious, but who 
want to live our lives making a real difference for the cause of Christ? What if 
we were to really buy into the truth of Jeremiah 29:11 that says, “For I know the 
plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, 
to give you a future and a hope.” What kind of impact could we have on this world 
around us if we actually took “up (our) cross and followed (Him) daily”?  Is it 
possible that Jesus has such a plan for us?

I would answer with a whole-hearted “Yes”! Is it possible that God in 
His sovereignty is using these currents of change to bring us back to His 
original design for the Church. History has shown us that true change always 
brings some struggle before harmony settles in.

God’s mission is not dependent on how we think things ought to be! And 
once we acknowledge that truth and recalibrate, I believe we will find a new 
direction for we as believers, as well as make sense to people on the outside 
who are trying to find God and the Good News of salvation.

May I take a moment to remind you of the presence and power of God in 
the Early Church? They made demons tremble! They drove legions out of those 
possessed! They prayed prison doors open! They made Rulers cringe in fear! 
They spoke their faith and cripples rose up leaping and dancing! Beggars became 
evangelists! They spoke the word of faith an opened blind eyes and unplugged 
deaf ears! In the authority of Jesus’ name they healed all manner of disease!

Hear me well today – I am not saying the Church in the last days will be 
a repeat or copy of the Early Church! No – I saying it will be even greater! 
Listen to the words of Jesus Himself in John 14:12, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than 
these he will do, because I go to My Father.” In other words, it will be mightier, 
stronger, with an even greater revelation of Jesus. It will have a greater unction 
from the Spirit than ever – even greater than at Pentecost! It is a biblical truth - 
God always saves His best wine for last!

Child of God, I believe God in His sovereignty is preparing a powerful 
yet humble army of shepherds after His own heart. And He also is preparing a 
remnant congregation of hungry sheep who have turned away from the 
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deadness and sin of the modern church establishment. I believe the scene is 
being set for that church against which the gates of hell shall not prevail. It will be 
hot, not lukewarm  - and it will rock the very foundations of hell. No power on 
earth will be able to ignore or despise it!  

I believe the gospel can't be fully preached unless it is accompanied by 
the power and demonstration of the Holy Ghost - working mighty wonders, 
proving the gospel is true! Here is my point: If preaching alone could 
accomplish God's desires, America would have been won to Christ long ago. 

Paul put it this way in 1 Corinthians 2:4, “And my speech and my preaching 
was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power." The Greek here means, "with proof." Paul was saying, "I preach the 
gospel with proof. God and the Holy Spirit are backing me up with wonders!" In 
fact, Hebrews 2:4 says God confirmed Paul's message with signs and wonders, 
"God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers 
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to His own will." 

Child of God, I believe that just as Moses' reed swallowed up Pharaoh's 
snakes, God's mighty deeds in these last days will swallow up all the devil's 
dark deeds. Satan's works will appear as nothing compared to God's 
incredible signs and wonders!

I believe the miracles of this last-day church will be genuine, real, 
undisputable, undeniable - and yet they will not be “world church” or through 
big-name evangelists or pastors. Instead, they will issue forth from the hands of 
ordinary, holy, separated saints who are intimate with Jesus and filled with the 
Holy Ghost!.

These believers will emerge from the secret closet of prayer - a small, 
prepared army full of faith, with no other desire than to do the will of God and 
bring glory to His name. Without fanfare they will go into hospitals, homes, the 
streets, and will lay hands on the sick and see incredible miracles of healing. 
They will be fearless against demons, casting down great principalities and powers. 
They will be so powerful in prayer, they'll open entire nations for the gospel. 
And God will confirm His Word by their mighty deeds!

I have no doubt in my heart - God is getting His church ready to be the 
“church of power and glory”! He is going to use hundreds of thousands of 
ordinary believers for His end-time work of people-to-people ministry. So, I 
ask you: Are you preparing your heart right now for His work to be done, both in 
you and through you? Or are you just sitting by, enduring a wilderness life – 
doing noting for the cause  of Christ?
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If you are not saved, why not today?

Please stand for prayer.

Father,
I want my life to count for Your glory! I want to be equipped and prepared 

for Your great, last-day outpouring. Give me the courage to act on my faith to be 
the person You have saved me to be! In Jesus’ name.Amen
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