
Christians Held Captive

John 8:31-32

The opening verses of John’s gospel introduce Jesus Christ as 
the “Light of the world.” John speaks of Him and says, “In Him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.” Because men were 
dead, Jesus Christ came to give life and the life that He imparted was 
the Light of men. Men were in ignorance of God and Jesus Christ 
came to reveal God to men and to dispel that ignorance. The 
revelation of God to men was the “Light of the world.” John the 
Baptizer has the privilege of announcing to men who were in 
darkness the approach of the sunrise, and John in the first chapter of 
his gospel relates the ministry of John the Baptizer to the One who 
was the “Light of the world.” He said of John that he “came for a 
witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. 
He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.  That 
was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the 
world.”

In John chapter 8 Jesus once again spoke of His being the 
“Light of the world.” And at the conclusion of this great discourse on 
the “Light of the world,” according to John 8:30, “As he spoke these 
words, many believed on him.” They had heard Him claim that He 
had come with the Father’s message to them, and that He had come 
to reveal the Father. 

And then we have these words in verses 31- 32, “Then said Jesus 
to those Jews who believed on him, If you continue in my word, then are 
you my disciples indeed (If you abide in my Word, live in my Word, 
remain in my Word, stand in my Word, then you are truly my disciples); 
And you (those who abide in the word) shall know the truth (absolutely - 
you shall know the truth), and the truth shall make you free (not perhaps, 
not sometimes, not in some cases, but absolutely).” Do you understand 
the importance of those two verses that we just read? Most of the 
time we only quote verse 32, which is one half of a sentence, and one 
half of a thought, and it does not constitute “truth” when it is 
separated from the body of truth. You cannot make the assertion, 
“You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free,” without 
making it clear to people the position you must be in to know the 



“truth.” You see, this statement was made to a “you.” It was 
delivered to those people who were “continuing” in the Word! For 
unless you take the first part of this verse, you shall not know the truth, 
and you shall not be free!

You might be thinking, “I know Jesus, therefore, I am free.” My 
dear friend, simply knowing Jesus Christ as your Savior will not 
necessarily make you free! And most Christians today are not free! 
And the reason is that we are not “continuing” or “abiding” in the Word 
of God!

You are not going to be “free” by going to a bible believing 
church, or by doing your daily bible reading. You are only going to 
be “free” if you “continue” in the Word, and you will not be “free” 
any other way.

The word “free” here means “deliverance from sin” or “to 
overcome.” It is a scriptural fact that Satan rules this present world 
and age. Satan is the “prince and power of the air.”

Listen to the words of Jesus found in John 8:44 as He addressed 
those who were unsaved, “You are of your father the devil, and the 
desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in 
him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a 
liar and the father of it.” And so the enemy is here, and the enemy is 
very real. And you will never overrun Satan unless you are blood 
bought. Satan runs the world outside the will of God, and he runs every 
lost person’s life. They are the children of wrath; they are the children 
of disobedience; and they are the children of rebellion; they are bond-
slaves to Satan and to sin. And so, Satan runs the lost person’s life! 
You say, “Does that mean they are demon possessed?” It means they 
are devil controlled! They may not be banging off the walls, they may 
not be writing suicide notes; and they may not be killing innocent 
people and going on a tear, but Satan runs them! Some of them are 
very proper in their actions, they appear so good before men, and yet 
Satan is in control. You say, “How do you know that he is in control of a 
person’s life?” If they are not born again, then Satan is in control of 
their lives! And in the truest sense of the Word they will be 
practicing the deeds of their father the devil. 



Listen, Satan runs the lost man and Satan attempts to run over 
the Christian. He runs the lost man’s life - lock, stock, and barrel, 
and he seeks to run over the Christian. And the sad part of this truth is 
that Satan is doing just that, and most Christians are living defeated lives 
because they are in bondage to Satan. And the problem is that we 
simply refuse to allow ourselves to see the truth of our own 
captivity! 

To see this truth, look at verse 33, “They answered Him, “We are 
Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. 
How can You say, ‘You will be made free’?” Are you looking at that 
verse of scripture? Are you hearing the audacity of that statement? 
At that very moment the Jews were subjects of the Roman Empire! One 
of the great tricks of Satan is to blind us to his hypocritical ways, 
and lying words. In Lamentations 1:1 God is telling us about Jerusalem 
and God’s chosen people, “Jerusalem’s streets, once thronged with 
people, are silent now. Like a widow broken with grief, she sits alone in 
her mourning.” A widow is a woman who has lost her husband. She 
has to do all of her work, and all of her decision making, without the 
husband who was once the head of her family. The church lives 
today as if she has lost her King, as if she has no Husband. Verses 3-4 
continue, “Why is Judah led away, a slave? (Judah is God’s people) 
Because of all the wrong she did to others, making them her slaves. She 
dwell among the world, but she finds no rest, for those she persecuted 
have turned and conquered her.” You will notice that God’s people 
have turned to the ways of the world, but there is no rest, or 
satisfaction for them. The world will never satisfy the needs of God’s 
people in any age. 

He says, in verse 4, “The road to Zion mourns.” You can find a 
picture of Jerusalem, the church, Israel, Zion, all being considered in one 
context in Hebrews 12:22-24, “But you have come to Mount Zion and to 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable 
company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn 
who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of 
just men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to 
the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel.” You 
and I are the children of the promise that will dwell as the Church of 
the Living God! But here the “roads to Zion” are in mourning. Why? 
Because “no one comes to celebrate the Temple feasts.” The “Temple 



feasts” was the appointed time of worship. Today the “appointed 
feasts” is when we feed at the table of the Lord on the Word of God. 
The people had stopped their attendance, and stayed away from the 
house of God, just as today. 

He continues in verse 5, “Her adversaries are become her master.” 
The “free” people have become slaves to their adversaries. 

Who is the adversary in the life of the Christian? We are told in 
1 Peter 5:8, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil 
walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” Why 
are God’s people in bondage? Because they have fallen prey to the 
enemy!!

Notice the results, as seen in these words in Lamentations 1:5, 
“Her children have gone into captivity before the enemy.” Our church 
rolls are filled with people we lead to Christ and we cannot find 
them in three months, because they are in the world, and the world 
is in them. And they are overcome by the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. We lead them to Christ only to see them taken away captive as 
slaves in a world of compromise. There is as much immorality in the 
church as there is in some of our social clubs; as much divorce in the 
church as there is in our civic clubs; as much hated, as much 
hostility, as much anger, as much division, as much deception, as 
much destruction, in the midst of the people of God as there is in the 
world outside the church. We are seeing sin out of control because of 
bondage!

Lamentations 1:6 says, “All her beauty and her majesty (glory) are 
gone; her princes are like starving deer that search for pasture - helpless 
game too weak to keep on running from their foes.” The glory of God is 
gone from the midst of far too many of  our congregations. There 
was a time when people stood in awe at the power of God being 
demonstrated in lives being changed and hearts in love with God. 
But now the world mocks as we proclaim the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
What has happened to God’s “majesty”? The answer is found in 
Revelation 3:16-17, “ So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither 
cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. Because you say, ‘I am 
rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’ - and do not know 
that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.” The sadest 
words in that warning are “do not know.” We are so caught up in the 



ways of the world, the flesh, and the devil, that we don’t even know 
that the glory of God has departed from our worship services. We 
don’t even realize that we are in bondage to our adversary. 
Revelation 3:20 says, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone 
hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with 
him, and he with Me.” Jesus stands outside desiring to come in, and 
we are too busy doing our “own thing” to notice that He is not here. 
We are so caught up in preachers, and people, and programs, and 
self, that we have not even missed Him in our worship services. 

Lamentations 1:7 says, “She (God’s people) thinks of all the 
precious joys she had before her mocking enemy struck her down - and 
there was no one to give her aid.” It’s a sad thing to see God’s people 
in captivity! It’s a sad and heartbreaking thing to see God’s people 
live defeated lives to the point that there is no more joy, excitement, 
or expectancy in their walk with God. It is sad to see Christians who 
are filled with guilt and shame over some past or present bondage in 
their lives. Folks, it breaks my heart to see Satan having victory in so 
many of our lives! 

Lamentations 2:14 shows us part of the problem, “Your prophets 
have said so many foolish things, false to the core. They have not tried 
to hold you back from slavery by pointing out your sins. They lied and 
said that all was well.” I tell you church, when I look around and see 
what is happening in America I want to weep. And I am convinced that 
the church of the living God must stand on the Word of God, and we 
preachers must preach it hot, we must preach it heavy, and we must 
preach it unedited, for the only hope for our country, and for our 
people to regain any sanity is that we might come back to the pure, 
wonderful doctrines of the Word of God that exposes sin for what it 
is! The church needs preachers that will reveal the truth that the Bible 
says in James 1:15, “Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to 
sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.” 

But it is not enough just to call sin - “sin.” We need preachers 
that will offer hope to the hopeless, offer help to the helpless, offer 
love to the unloveable, and offer Christ to all that will listen! And on 
the authority of the Word of God, I tell you there is a loving God who 
wants to forgive you, if you are willing to come to Him in repentance! 



And that brings us to the answer, as we look once more at John 
8:31-32, “Then said Jesus to those Jews who believed on him. If you 
continue in my word, then are you my disciples indeed; and you shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” When the Word of 
God controls every area and phrase of our life, and the Word is living in 
us, Jesus says, “You shall be free.” 

If you have never received Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, 
why not do so today? 

Everyone please stand for prayer. 

Father,
Thank You for Your Word. Give me the courage to allow Your Word to 
guide my thinking, my actions, and my attitude. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


