
Don’t Cast Away Your Confidence 
Hebrews 10:32-37 

 I want to speak to you today on the subject “Don’t Cast Away Your 
Confidence.” Folks, I have been preaching almost 50 years, and never have I 
ever been so intensely honest in saying that we are in a day where you had 
better know what you believe. You had better know what the Bible says. And 
you had better have your mind made up about what is “right” and what is “wrong.” 

 Now, I don’t have time to go into great detail. And I am deeply 
concerned that I am going to put too much emphasis on this, because it 
occupies my mind, it occupies my heart. You see, there was a day when all of the 
division, all of the confusion was on the outside of the ranks of the church of the 
living God. But folks, we have inside of the Body of Christ, not just theological 
falsehood, but we have philosophical falsehoods. We have ideologies and 
concepts that are going to cripple the lives of the people of God if they are not 
dealt with. 

 I don’t want to get off on naming issues, and calling attention to things 
that are being taught. But I just want to issue you a warning right now, the 
truths of the Word of God that have stood the tests of time, are being denied, 
and renounced, and rebuked, by prominent pastors across this great nation of 
ours. The devil has really “done a number” on many of God’s people. You see, the 
devil knows how to let somebody rise to prominence, nationally, to let 
somebody gain a great and well-known name, and then to get that individual 
to start teaching theological falsehoods that are not Scriptural. And then 
Satan uses those teachings to draw unsuspecting Christians away from the 
things of God, and ultimately shatter their faith!  

 We have some things being taught across America today that are just 
unbelievably dangerous. One of the great issues being taught today is “It doesn’t 
make any difference what anybody’s doctrine is, just as long as they are saved.” 
Now, folks, I really hope you understand what I am saying right here, because 
the greatest things that will ever happen in your life is when you receive Jesus 
Christ as your personal Savior!!  

But, folks, there is more than that at stake. Every doctrine in the Word 
of God is at stake. And we have ideas and concepts today that are the twisting of 
the Word of God, that I will guarantee you that is going to erode your confidence. I 
believe that is why this verse is in the Bible, “Do not cast away your confidence, 
which has great reward.” 
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 Child of God, I promise you, everything you have “hung your hat on,” 
everything you have believed in, everything you have absolute assurance about, 
is either under attack, or it is going to come under attack real soon.  

And I am telling you that we have got to have some preachers that will 
get a backbone like a “saw log” and stand on the Word of God, before many 
of the unsuspecting children of God cast away their confidence. We must 
preach the Word, regardless of whom it affects, and regardless of who it rubs 
the wrong way, and renounce and call forth the error of a lot of things that is 
being done today in the name of religion. 

 Folks, I can see it coming. I can see the people of God, who have been 
strong in the faith, beginning to weaken. And I hear things like,  “I always 
thought such and such was true.  But Dr. So and So said this.  And Bro. So and So 
said that.”  Child of God, you had better hear what I am going to tell you right 
now - I don’t care if Billy Graham says it is right, I don’t care if Clifton Black 
says it is right, I don’t care if your Sunday School teachers says it is right, you 
had better find out what the Word of God say is right!! 

 We are at the day, and we are in the day right now, that if you do not 
know personally what the Word of God has to say about every issue, you are 
going to be “tossed to and fro, carried about by every wind of doctrine,” and 
there will be no stability in your life. And you will find no joy in serving the 
Lord!  

We are seeing, in our day, the groundwork being laid for the coming of 
the “One World Church.”  You can just count on it.  It is being done right now.  
Doctrines are unimportant. And the thing, which you can watch for, is when 
people, in religious circles, stop talking so much about the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ, and start talking about “God.” Now Luke 1:28 says, “Now when these 
things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption 
draws near.”  

And I am telling you today, you had better get your eyes off men, and 
get them on God. And the only way you can get them on God is to get them on 
Jesus. And the only way you can them on Jesus is to get them in the Word of God. 
Because we are getting ready to “draw swords” and enter into a conflict!  

I want to tell you that God says, that you are not to throw away your 
confidence. If you hold on to what the Bible says. If you do what is right, 
because it is right, regardless of who says it is right or wrong. The Bible says there 
is a “great recompense of reward.”  And I don’t know about you, my dear 
friend, but I have “pitched my tent, and have driven down my stakes” deep 
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into the Word of God. And as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. 
And I am going to stay true to the Word of God, come what may!!  

Now, how are we going to keep from casting away our confidence?  Look 
at verse 32, “But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you 
endured a great struggle with sufferings.” The natural thing is to put the emphasis 
on the “great struggle with suffering.” But the biblical emphasis is on the fact that 
you “endured a great struggle with suffering.” 

 I was saved when I was nine years old. I have been trying to preach and 
live for Jesus for almost fifty years. Though I have been far from being what God 
wants me to be, I have tried to keep my life in His will for my ministry. And 
though I don’t lay any claim to being anything outstanding, brother, I want to tell 
you one thing - I can joyfully “call to remembrance the former days.” 

 Do you know why? When I think back over those forty plus years, I 
think about all of those “great struggles of suffering.”  And even though I can 
remember some terrible things. Even though I can remember some bad days.  If I 
get honest about it, I want you to know, it has been a party. I want you to 
know, it has been a carnival.  I want you to know, it has been one more glorious 
trip.  It has been an experience that I would not trade for anything in this 
world.  It has, indeed, been “joy unspeakable and full of glory”!!!  

And if I had it to do all over again, knowing what I know right now, I 
can’t name over a half dozen things that I would change.  I don’t know but a 
few things that I would change in my life. And if I were to put on one side of the 
“ledger” all of the disappointments in my life.  And on the other side of the 
“ledger” all of the great and glorious blessings of God in my life. I would not 
have enough paper for the blessings!!  

Folks, there is nothing wrong when we “call to remembrance the former 
days.” Do you know why? If you will think back about your yesterdays long 
enough, you will find out that not once did God ever fail you. And if you are 
standing right now in the midst of turmoil.  And if you are living right now in the 
midst of hurt. And if you are living right now with questions you can’t answer. 
And if you are troubled in heart and mind, and your spirit is distressed, and you 
are burdened about the things of God. Just think back and remember this: there 
have always been afflictions. There has always been spiritual warfare. And 
through it all, our God was there with us! He did not forsake us then. And He 
will not forsake us now. But, you had better make absolutely certain that you are 
fighting on the right team, on the right field, and fighting the right battle. Jude 4 
says, “you should earnestly contend (fight) for the faith.” 
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 Look, once more, at verse 32, “But call to remembrance the former days, in 
which, after you were illuminated...” Now that is the key, “after you were 
illuminated.” Jesus made this statement in John 8:12, “I am the light of the world. 
He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” Child of 
God, hear me well today: if you are out there stumbling around in the 
darkness of doubt and unbelief, when the battle comes you are going to get 
your “ears pinned back,” you are going to get your “block knocked off.”  

But in addition to the ‘Light of the world” God has given us additional 
“illumination,” as seen in Psalms 119:105, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a 
light to my path.” And in Psalms 119:130 we are told, “The entrance of Your 
words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.” Ladies and gentlemen, I 
submit to you the Word of God says, that is a “sword” that cannot be 
defeated; it is a “gun” that cannot be silenced; it is a “power” that cannot be 
overcome. Men can run the gamut. They can say everything they want to say.  
And when their vocabulary is totally exhausted, and when you come with the 
Word of God, the victory is won!!  

I am telling you, you had better know what the Bible says, and get it 
settled in your mind.  And make up your mind what you believe.  You say, 
“Bro. Cliff, are you saying that we ought to be dog-matic?”  No!  I mean you 
ought to be Bull-dog-matic!! I want you to know that when the Word of God says 
something, I don’t care who says what about it, if God’s Word says it - that settles 
it!!  

Now, look at verse 33, “Partly while you were made a spectacle both by 
reproaches (people making fun of you) and tribulations (people causing you hurt – 
both physically and/or emotionally), and partly while you became companions of 
those who were so treated.” Look at that word “companions.” Child of God, the 
religious world is teaming up, and choosing up sides right now. There is a war 
going on around you between the ministering spirits of God and the spirits of 
darkness, and they are fighting over your life! 

 Now folks, if you decide that you are going to be true to the Word of 
God, and to accept it literally for what it says: including the Virgin Birth, a 
literal heaven, a literal hell, a literal resurrection, and a literal Second Coming 
of Jesus Christ. Then I want you to know that you are going to be on the 
wrong side of the forces of evil!!  Why?  Because Satan does not want you to 
have an understanding of the Word of God!! 

 Now you mark down what I am telling you today. We are fast 
approaching the day, where the overwhelming numbers of so-called 
“Christians” in America are going to have no understanding of the local 
church. No understanding of Christian commitment. You are going to see more 
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and more churches putting less and less emphasis on preaching and teaching 
the Word of God. And when that happens you are going to see more and more 
programs introduced as they try to “prop up” the local fellowship of believers 
with something new and exciting! And the end result will be more and more 
churches closing their doors as society continues to determine there is no more 
need for such things!   

The Bible tells us in 2 Timothy 4:3-4, “For the time will come when they 
will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they 
have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn 
their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.” The Greek reads like 
this, “For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and 
wholesome teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers 
who will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear. They will reject the 
truth and chase after myths.” Listen to me very carefully; the Bible is God’s 
voice to us. God’s Word is eternal. It has no beginning of days and it has no 
ending of life. When the earth was without form, and when darkness covered 
the earth, the Word was!! Jesus made this promise in Matthew 24:35, “Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.”  

What is going to cause us to maintain our “confidence” and to stay true 
to the Lord? Look at verse 34, “...knowing that you have a better and an enduring 
possession for yourselves in heaven..”  Child of God, you and I can stay faithful 
to a loving God because we have something better than what this world has to 
offer! I have something better than a house in some well-to-do neighborhood. 
I have something better than what is in my grocery store. I have something 
better than what is in my closet. This stuff is going to wear out and pass away, 
but glory to God, heaven is forever! Hallelujah!!  
 Look at verse 37, “For yet a little while, and He who is coming will come 
and will not tarry.” Revelation 22:7,12,20 says, “Behold, I am coming quickly! 
Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book...And behold, I am 
coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his 
work… He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.”  

 No man knows exactly the day or the hour when He will return to earth, but 
He said to His disciples in Matthew 24:32-33, “Now learn this parable from the fig 
tree: When its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know 
that summer is near. So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near 
- at the doors!” The “fig tree” is the nation of Israel. That nation began to 
“bud” in the month of May, 1948, and it’s “branch” is certainly “tender.” 
Therefore, according to the words of Jesus, “the time is near, even at the doors.” 

 Listen, child of God, do not cast away your confidence, for we have been 
told in Galatians 6:9, “And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due 
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season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” Listen to 2 Timothy 1:12, “For this 
reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom 
I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to 
Him until that Day.” The Lord needs people who are true to Him!  

 If you are not saved, why not today? 

 Please stand for prayer. 

 Father, 
 Your Word is true. Give me the determination to know and stand on Your 
Word in these last days as I let my light shine in this world of darkness. In Jesus 
name. Amen.
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