
Blinded By The Devil 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

 Paul makes a marvelous observation about the devil in this passage of 
Scripture, and it is something that every one of us in this building needs to be 
aware of. If you are not saved, you need to be frightened by it. If you are a child 
of God, you need to respect it.  

 I heard the story of a little eight-year-old boy who had gotten saved 
during the Sunday morning service.  He was talking to his dad as they were riding 
home from church, and he said, "Dad, you know while the preacher preached today, 
there was a great big fight going on." And his dad answered, "Son, who was having a 
fight?” He said, "Well, dad, when the preacher was preaching, Jesus kept telling me 
to go down the isle, and the devil kept telling me, 'Don't go down the isle,' and dad, 
they really had a big fight, but Jesus won."  

 Isn't it interesting that a little eight-year-old boy could perceive the 
mysteries of the kingdom of God, and there are adults by the thousands that 
have no idea what is going on?  

 You see, all over this country, today, there will be churches like this one, 
and there will be men of God standing in the pulpits to preach the unsearchable 
riches of Jesus Christ, and the invitation will be given, and men and women will 
have an opportunity to respond, and they will not respond. And the tragedy is 
that many of them will not even know why they don't respond.  

 Right now, even in this very moment, in this service, the Holy Spirit of God is 
beginning to single out some of you in this building, and He is going to put His finger 
on your heart, and He is going to say, "You need to respond.  You need to walk down 
that isle. You need to make a commitment today." Already the Spirit of God is 
signaling out some men and woman in this building that He wants to respond. 
But the devil is going to do all that he can to "blind" you to the truth of God, so 
that you do not respond, as the Holy Spirit wants you to respond.  

 Now, how is he going to do that? He, very obviously, is not going to assault 
you physically. He is not going to appear before you in a bodily form. But the Word 
of God says he is going to do it by blinding your spiritual eyes, by assaulting 
your mind.  By somehow putting into your reasoning processes some excuse that 
you think is the reason you will not respond.  

 So, look with me as we see some of the things Satan uses to keep you from 
saying "Yes" to the God of glory as He calls you to respond to His call for your 
life today. Already he is talking to somebody right now!  
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 Somebody is going to say, "Preacher, I'm not going to walk down that isle 
because I'm too good.  Look, I'm a good person.  I don't do a lot of bad things; I've 
never killed anybody, I've never done any drugs, I've never committed adultery, I'm a 
decent law abiding person, I'm too good to respond."  

 Now folks, listen to me - I think one of the hardest things in the world to 
get people to understand is that nobody goes to heaven by being good, and 
nobody goes to hell by being bad!  Now, let me say that again - Nobody goes to 
heaven by being good, and nobody goes to hell by being bad!  

 If you were to ask the average person, "Who do you think will go to heaven?" 
And they will answer, "Good folks, law abiding citizens, kind people."  And if you 
ask them, "Who do you think will go to hell?" And they will answer, "Liars, thieves, 
adulteries, drunkards, drug addicts, sex perverts." And so, we conclude that good 
folks go to heaven and bad folks go to hell!  

 Now, if that is true, how bad do you have to be to go to hell, and how good 
do you have to be to go to heaven?  If you are going to heaven by being good, 
then how good do you have to be to get there, and how are you going to know 
when you get good enough?  

 Folks, you don't go to heaven by being good! Listen to what James 2:10 tells 
us, "For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of 
breaking all of it." The break the law of God in thought, word, and deed shows the 
sinfulness of the human heart. Sin is actually a contradiction of the holiness of 
God, and Hebrews 12:14 reminds us  "without holiness no man can see the Lord."  

The story of sin, failure, and disobedience goes all the way back to the 
Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve first sinned by rebelling against the 
known Word and Will of God for their lives. In other words, they deliberately 
disobeyed His commands for their daily living. 

The Bible calls this attitude SIN. Sin brought about the need for man’s 
salvation. Sin is like a genetic disease that, once introduced into the human race, 
affected everyone thereafter, as seen in Romans 5:12, “Therefore, just as through 
one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to 
all men, because all sinned.”  The “one man” here is Adam.  His sin poisoned the 
human race.  Every man, woman, and child since Adam was born a sinner, as seen 
in Romans 5:19, “For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made 
sinners.”  

Sin goes deeper than merely an association with some distant relative.  
Sin has contaminated our very nature. David put it this way in Psalm 51:5, 
“Behold, I was shaped in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.” Man is 

Page �2



born with an inclination toward evil, a bias away from good.  If you don’t 
believe me, ask any preschool worker or kindergarten teacher. Children never 
need a lesson in being bad. It comes naturally.  Granted, some are worse than 
others. But each child in his or her own way eventually demonstrates a defiant 
self-centeredness willing to challenge any and all authority.  

  
What then, is the solution? The Bible gives us the answer in John 3:17-18, 

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send 
His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved. “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God.” God Himself came to earth as a human being to bring us 
back to Himself, as seen in Philippians 2:5-8, “Let this mind be in you, which was 
also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God:  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form 
of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a 
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross.” Jesus Christ said this in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father, except through me!” If any other way could have 
worked, Jesus Christ would not have had to come. The Way is a person!  

Now watch this - Jesus has already taken care of your sin problem! 
Romans 6:23 says, “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” God did this for us because He loves us and wants 
us to know Him, as seen in Romans 5:8, “God demonstrated His love for us in that 
while we were still separated from God by sin, Christ died for us.”  

Listen to this conclusion given for us in 1 John 1:7, '”The blood of Jesus Christ 
(God's) Son cleanses us from all sin." Ladies and gentlemen, you could not kill 
enough people that God would not save you. You could not divorce enough 
people, you could not curse loud enough, you could not be immoral enough, and 
you could not be ungodly enough, for God not to save you!! Listen; if you will 
simply furnish God the sinner, He has already furnished the Savior!  Why??  
Because “the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin.” 

Listen carefully, if you have never been saved, God has already done His 
part to provide your salvation and to restore your relationship to Him. He 
took the initiative. Now He waits for each of us to individually accept what He 
has done for us.  

You see, folks, you don't go to heaven by being good, you go to heaven by 
trusting Jesus Christ, who died on the cross for your sins. So it doesn't matter if 
you are a good person or a bad person, or somewhere in between, without Jesus 
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Christ as your personal Savior, you can’t go to heaven! 

 Now, the devil is going to tell someone else, "You can't go down that isle to 
move your membership because you're not ready." 

 Some of you in this service today know Jesus Christ as your personal 
Savior. Back over there, some-place in your life, you heard the gospel, you 
received Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you got baptized, and you became 
a member of a fellowship of believers called a "church." But maybe you changed 
jobs, or maybe you got divorced, or maybe you had to move because of economic 
reasons. But, whatever the cause, you left the place where you "joined the 
church," and you now find that God has led you to this place of worship.  But 
there is a problem.  And the problem is you have left behind your church 
membership. 

 So here you are today, attending Mountain Grove Church, calling me 
"pastor" (and I am glad that you do), but your membership is back over there, 
in a church where you don't live and/or attend, and where you probably will 
never go back to. But Satan is telling you, "You are not ready to join this church."    

 Do you know what you ought to do? You ought to stop allowing Satan to 
make excuses for you and come down this isle and say, "Bro. Cliff, I want to deposit 
my life into this church, and make Mountain Grove my home of service and 
worship!" 
 Listen as God speaks to you out of 2 Corinthians 6:2, "In an acceptable time I 
have heard you,  
 and in the day of salvation I have helped you. Behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation.” Ladies and gentlemen, our God is the God 
of "now"! "Now" is the accepted time! "Now" is the day of salvation! Don't let 
Satan blind you to God's will for your life!! 

 Please stand for prayer. 

 Father, 
 Your Word is true. Give me the courage to make right decisions concerning 
Your Will for my life. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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