
Blessing The Lord 
Mark 14:3-9 

 All of us know about being blessed by the Lord. Jesus chose to accept 
death on the cross for us. He didn’t have to, but He chose to do it for you and me.  
We need to understand that all of our blessings, all of our joy, and every good 
thing we have today, is a result of what Jesus has done for us.  But, today, I 
want to talk to you about “Blessing the Lord.”  

In Mark 14 we have the marvelous story of this woman who brought her 
sacrifice to the Lord. She didn’t really care what people thought of her, she 
just expressed her love for the Lord Jesus in such a meaningful way that her 
actions will live through-out the ages in God’s Word. May I say this - You need 
to be delivered from other people’s opinion of you. Besides, they will like you 
today and hate you tomorrow no matter what you do.  

But this woman didn’t care what people thought about her on that day, 
she was on a mission. She didn’t care what it cost her, she was determined to 
get to Jesus and give Him her sacrifice.  

Let me tell you something today, religious folks don’t understand where 
we are coming from. Religion never understands giving everything. Religion 
has no power and no liberty; there is only power and liberty in Christ Jesus.  

In a few hours Jesus would die on the cross, yet in the closing hours of 
his life the Lord Jesus went to supper given in His honor. The supper was held 
in the house of a man named Simon, the leper. Jesus had evidently healed this 
man and he was so appreciative that he got together a group of his friends and had 
a supper in honor of Jesus. There in that lovely scene they shared their 
testimonies of what Jesus had done in their lives. They must have prayed 
together. Surely they fellowshipped together as they loved Jesus together.  

In the midst of all this a woman came in with a box of very expensive 
ointment. She opened it and poured its entire contents on Jesus’ head. John 
says that it was poured on Jesus’ feet as well. Then, according to John, she wiped 
Jesus’ feet with her hair. It was a beautiful act of devotion on the part of that 
woman.  

Historians tell us that this particular perfumed ointment was worth 
about a year’s wages of a common laboring man.  Only the very wealthy could 
afford it. This may mean that this woman - her name was Mary, the sister of 
Martha - was quite well to do. Mary loved the Lord Jesus and that is what 
caused her devotion to be so very costly. I have come to believe that if love is 
real love, if you love someone the way you ought to love him, it is always going 
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to cost you something. Because of his love for God, David said this in 2 Samuel 
24:24, “Neither will I offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God with that which 
costs me nothing.”  

Have you ever noticed that selfish people are not very good worshipers? 
Selfish folks are always looking for what God and the church can do for them, 
and never looking for what they can give for the Kingdom!  

In those days when a guest came into your home it was customary to 
take a few drops of perfume and put it on that person’s head. But this act of 
love was an absolutely lavish gesture. Because of her love for Jesus, Mary got 
carried away and poured it all on the Lord. Hers was an act of loving sacrifice!  

I pray that God will help every one of us to get carried away with the 
Lord Jesus Christ, get sold out completely to Him, and do whatever we have 
to do to get His job done.  

Matthew 21:4-11 records another dramatic moment in the life of Jesus. 
It was the Passover time, and Jerusalem and the whole surrounding 
neighborhood would be crowded with pilgrims. The law was that every adult 
male Jew who lived within twenty miles of Jerusalem must come to the Passover; 
but not only the Jews of Palestine, but also it was a time when Jews from every 
corner of the world made their way to the greatest of their national festivals.  

 Jesus could not have chosen a more dramatic moment to make His 
triumphant entry. It is obvious that this was something that Jesus had planned 
well in advance.  The most religious Jews from across the face of the earth were 
there, and they desperately needed a word from God.  

Matthew 21:8-11 tells us as Jesus made His way “a very great multitude 
spread their clothes on the road; others cut down branches from the trees and 
spread them on the road. Then the multitudes who went before and those who 
followed cried out, saying: “Hosanna to the Son of David! ‘Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord!’ Hosanna in the highest!” And when He had come 
into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, “Who is this?” So the multitudes 
said, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.”  

It is obvious that Jews from across the land had already heard of Jesus, 
and they received Him like a king. They spread their cloaks on the ground in 
front of Him. They cut down and waved palm branches as He walked by. They 
quoted Psalm 118:26 to show their desire to crown Him king, “Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord!”  
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They shouted “Hosanna!”  “Hosanna” means “Save us now!” and it was the 
cry for help which people in distress addressed to their king or their god, and was a 
quote from Psalm 118:25, “Save us now, I beseech You, O Lord.”  

I think it is interesting how these people were praising the Lord and 
worshipping at His feet on Palm Sunday, but the very next week they were 
screaming “Crucify Him!! Crucify Him!!” This whole incident should remind 
us of the worthlessness of mere enthusiastic emotionalism in reference to Jesus 
Christ!! In just a few short days the great majority of that same crowd were 
shouting just as loudly “Crucify Him!” and “Not this man, but Barabbas!” The 
palm-branches had not even faded, where they had been tossed, before the 
fickle crowd had changed their minds about their commitment and loyalty to 
this Jesus “who is called the Christ.”  

What was their problem? What caused them to change their minds and 
lose their enthusiasm? The answer is simple: He had not answered their 
expectations! The Jews were looking for someone to overthrow the government 
and put them “in charge,” but Jesus was looking for a kingdom that would be 
built on faith and relationships.  

Isn’t it amazing how one minute we can praise the Lord, and the next 
minute we can be mad at Him?  Isn’t it amazing how we can come to church 
and get inspired by the Word of God, and we can give our tithes, and we even 
give offerings to Him, but, yet, on the very next day we are mad at God 
because He did not do what we commanded Him to do. Oh, we have this 
wonderful charismatic teaching that teaches us about commanding this and 
commanding that and speaking it by faith, which you know I believe in those 
things, but isn’t it amazing how one day we can “sell-out” to God, and the next day 
we are mad at someone at Church and stop serving God altogether!  

Isn’t it amazing how we can come to church on “Palm Sunday,” and we 
can shout and cheer, and we can praise the Lord with all of our hearts; isn’t it 
amazing that the next week when our dreams and hopes are hanging on the 
Cross, how we become so discouraged and we think, “Oh, my God, He has left 
me.” Isn’t it amazing how we can lay down our clothes and our palm branches 
before Him, we can give Him the sacrifice of praise, but yet the very next day, we 
can say, “God, I cannot believe you would let me go through such a thing in my 
life.” Isn’t it amazing how one day we are full of faith and yet the next day we 
don’t even believe God is listening to our prayers? 

Am I in the right church today?  

We live in a time when people come to church when it is convenient. We 
live in a day when our attendance is measured by the rain or the cold. We live 
in a day where if things get to difficult, we just quit. We live in a time when 
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people are so selfish; all they care about is their selves. We live in a time when 
we are looking for a church that can do the most for us, rather than a church 
where we can do the most for God!  

But my God is looking for a people who will praise Him not only on 
Palm Sunday, but will praise Him on while He is hanging on a cross and it 
looks like He is not listening, when it looks like He has forgotten all about us, 
when our hopes and dreams are hanging on the Cross, when it looks like all is 
lost! God is looking for a people that well still praise Him thru a vale of tears! 
My God is looking for someone to praise Him in the mid-night hours, when it 
seems as if the heavens have “turned to brass” and God is nowhere to be found!  

God is speaking to someone today, who needs to praise Him in the midst 
of your trial. God is speaking to someone today, who needs to praise Him in 
the mid-night hour. God is speaking to someone today, who needs to praise Him 
when all is looking lost. My God is looking for those people who wont get mad 
at Him when He is not doing what you think He ought to be doing. God is 
looking for a people that will still praise Him when the times are tough, 
because you understand by faith that God is working it all out!  

Throughout the Word of God, God demands praise from His people. 
You always praise what you love. The Bible tells us in Psalm 22:3 that God 
“inhabits the praises of“ His people. Listen carefully today, unless you learn how 
to praise God He does not show up! Have you ever noticed in dead churches 
you never see anything happen that cannot be explained?  

People say, “I don’t know if I like the way you people shout and run around 
and hug all over each other.” People say, “I don’t believe in clapping your hands in 
church.”  Listen to me today, I am not up here to put on a show for you! We 
are here to magnify the name of Jesus, because we need something from God!  
Folks, I believe I read in Psalm 47:1, “Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples!  
 Shout to God with the voice of triumph!” And if you really want to get in touch 
with God, then you just start praising Him in your every day living!  

Listen, Hebrews 11:6 says, “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, 
for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of 
those who diligently seek Him.” What does that have to do with praise? The 
real issue of praise is faith! Listen, you cannot praise God in the middle of a trial 
unless you honestly feel that God is still in charge, and that He is working 
everything out for the best. In fact, if you don’t have any faith when times get 
tough, you will get mad at God!  

Anybody can praise God when He is opening doors and knocking down 
walls and kicking barricades out of the way! But God wants to know if you 
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will praise Him when your Answer is being crucified! God wants to know if you 
will still praise Him when your marriage is falling apart! He wants to know if 
you will praise Him when you are facing a divorce! He wants to know if you 
will praise Him when you just got fired from your job! God wants to know if you 
will still praise Him when the “hell-hounds” are barking at your heels, and it looks 
like you are about to be over taken! He wants to know if you will praise Him 
when you just heard that somebody has been telling lies about you. God is 
looking for somebody who will still praise Him when the times get tough!  

You see, genuine worship will go against the pull of the flesh, and 
genuine worship will give you the ability to offer unto to God the “sacrifice of 
praise.”  

I think it is time to say, “I am tired of playing church, its time to be the 
church.” I think it is time for us to come to grips with Romans 8:28 where we have 
been told, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose,” and trust God even 
when we do not understand.  I think it is time we understood that God is 
looking for a church to praise Him even when the times are tough as well as 
when we are standing on the mountaintop!  

Listen to me today, when you truly “sell-out” to God there will be a lot 
of critics who will come your way! They will call you “crazy,” they will say you 
are “brain washed,” they will say you “are involved in a cult,” they will call 
you a “fanatic,” they might even call you a “holy roller,” but you need to be 
delivered from other people’s opinion and just go on with God!  

Are we willing to be that kind of church?  I think we are!  

If you have never been saved why not today?  

Please stand for prayer.  

Father,  
Your Word is true. I want to be an instrument of praise even when things are 

going on around me that I don’t understand. Give me the faith to honestly confess I 
am more than a conqueror through Christ who loves me. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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