
Biblical Development #8
Where is God When I Need Him the Most?

Hebrews 11:6

We have come to the last message is our series “Biblical Development” 
and today we are going to talk about those times when it is difficult to 
understand God's methods. There are moments when discerning His will is a 
frustrating endeavor. Perhaps we have these moments because we haven't been 
given all the information we need to ascertain His ways as well as His acts. Many 
times we learn more in retrospect than we do while in the thick  of the struggle. 
I can look over my shoulder at my past and see that the hand of God has been 
on me all my life. Yet there were times when I felt completely alone and afraid. 
Matthew 27:46 reminds us that even Jesus once cried out, "Eli, Eli, lama sa-bakh-
tha-ni? That is to say, My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" Suspended 
on the cross with a bloody, beaten body, He questioned the presence of God - 
but He never questioned His relationship with Him. 

I'm sure each of us have felt our faith weighed down by a severe 
struggle that left us wondering what in the world God was doing. I can hardly 
believe that anyone who seriously walks with God has never felt like a child 
whose tiny toddling legs couldn't keep up with the strong stride of his parent. 
The truth of the matter is it takes time to develop a spiritual balance. To remain 
calm in crises and faithful in frightening times is easier said than done. 
Generally we see the workings of God when we look back, but while we are 
dodging the fiery darts of the enemy, we often wonder if God has heard our 
distress signal called prayer. 

Perhaps we are at our best when we are searching for Him; we have no 
independence, just raw need. There's no diddling around with things that 
have no help or healing. Those are the times we know that if God does not come 
to our aid, we simply will not make it. 

The search for God is an "equal opportunity" experience for all 
Christians. Regardless of how successful you may be, you will always have 
times when you just need to find Him. Consecration is the Siamese twin of 
sanctification. They are born together and are connected. You can't be 
consecrated to without being sanctified from. Sanctification sets you apart from 
distractions, and consecration takes that separated person and quenches his thirst in 
the presence of the Lord. 

David put it this way in Psalm 42:1-4, “As the deer pants for the water 
brooks, so pants my soul for You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living 
God. When shall I come and appear before God? My tears have been my food day 
and night, while they continually say to me, “Where is your God?” When I 
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remember these things, I pour out my soul within me. For I used to go with the 
multitude; I went with them to the house of God, with the voice of joy and praise, 
with a multitude that kept a pilgrim feast.” 

The search for God is a first step into worship. We never search for 
anything we don't value. The very fact that we search for Him indicates that He 
has become essential to us. There are millions of people who seem to live their 
lives without noticing that something is missing. They seemingly sense no real 
void. Our separating ourselves from these ranks and saying, "God, I need You," is 
a form of worship. The word worship stems from the term worth-ship. It 
expresses the worth of an object. The kind of intensity that causes an individual 
to pursue the invisible in spite of all the visible distractions is a result of need. If 
we didn't need Him desperately, we could easily be satisfied with carnal 
things. 

Go back with me to our text in Hebrews 11:6 where we have been told, “But 
without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe 
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” 

God instructs us to seek Him, but not as though He was hiding from us. 
He is not a child playing hide-and-go-seek. He isn't crouched behind trees 
giggling while we suffer. The request to seek Him is as much for our benefit as 
His. When we seek Him, we make a conscious decision that is necessary for 
bringing us into the realm of the spiritual. The pursuit of God is rewarding in 
the development of the seeker's character. Some levels of blessings are never 
received unless they are diligently sought. It is this seeking after God that often 
propels Him to perform. If that were not true, the woman with the issue of blood 
would never have been healed. Her conscious decision to seek the impossible 
released the invisible virtue of God. 

There are no manuals that instruct us step by step as to the proper way 
to seek the Lord. Like love-making, the pursuit is spontaneous and 
individually conceived out of the power of the moment. Some seek Him quietly, 
with soft tears falling quietly down a weary face. Others seek Him while walking 
the sandy beaches of a cove, gazing into the swelling currents of an evening 
tide. Some would raise their hands and praise and adore Him with loving 
expressions of adoration. There are no rules - just that we seek Him with our 
whole hearts.  

We are like blind people when it comes to spiritual issues; we are limited. 
However, we should be challenged by our limitations. When there is a strong 
desire, we overcome our inabilities and press our way into His presence, as seen in 
Mark 10:46-52 concerning the story of blind Bartimaeus, “Now they came to 
Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His disciples and a great multitude, blind 
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Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the road begging. And when he heard that it 
was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” Then many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the more, 
“Son of David, have mercy on me!” So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be 
called. Then they called the blind man, saying to him, “Be of good cheer. Rise, He 
is calling you.” And throwing aside his garment, he rose and came to Jesus. So 
Jesus answered and said to him, “What do you want Me to do for you?” The blind 
man said to Him, “Rabboni, that I may receive my sight.” Then Jesus said to him, 
“Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he received his 
sight and followed Jesus on the road.” My friend, don't be afraid to stretch out 
your hands to reach after Him. Cry after Him. Whatever you do, do not allow 
this moment to pass you by! 

This is the same idea that is conveyed for us in Acts 17:26-27, “And He has 
made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and 
has determined their pre-appointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, so 
that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find 
Him, though He is not far from each one of us.” 

Like groping fingers extended in the night trying to compensate for a 
darkened vision, we feel after God. We feel after His will and His ways. I am 
amazed at all the people who seem to always know everything God is saying about 
everything. In the hymn "My Faith Looks Up to Thee," Ray Palmer and Lowell 
Mason wrote, "My faith looks up to thee, Oh lamb of Calvary, Savior divine." My 
faith looks up because my eyes can't always see. On the other hand, there is a 
healthy reaction that occurs in blindness; our senses become keener as we 
exercise areas that we wouldn't normally need. 

God knows what it will take to bring us to a place of searching. Why? 
Searching releases answers. The Word declares in Matthew 7:7, "Seek, and you 
shall find." Many things available to us will not be found without an all-out 
search. Seeking God also takes focus. And I promise you today, you cannot be 
searching for God and be searching for something to find fault with at the same 
time. You cannot be focused on God and focused on what I am doing wrong in 
the pulpit at the same time. Listen very carefully right here, God has a 
blessing waiting for us but our focus must be on Him and not on what is going 
on around us. Who knows what God will release if we will just get our focus in 
the right place. 

I believe there are times when we grow weary of human answers. The 
crucial times that arise in our lives require more than good advice. We need a 
word from God. In Job's case, he was going through an absolute crisis. His 
finances were obliterated. His cattle, donkeys, and oxen were destroyed. His 
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crops were gone. In those days it would be comparable to the crash of the 
stock market. It was as if Job, the world’s richest man, had gone bankrupt. What 
a shock to his system to realize that all are vulnerable. It is sobering to realize 
that one incident, or a sequence of events, can radically alter our life styles. 

Unfortunately, it generally takes devastation on a business level to make 
some men commit more of their interest in relationships. Job probably could 
have reached out to his children for comfort, but he had lost them too. His 
marriage had deteriorated to the degree that Job said his wife abhorred his breath 
(see Job 19:17). Then he also became ill. Have you ever gone through a time in 
your life when you felt you had been jinxed? Everything that could go wrong, 
did! Frustration turns into alienation. So now what? Will you use this moment 
to seek God or to brood over your misfortune? With the right answer, you could, 
like Paul and Silas, turn the jail into a church! 

Isaiah 55:6-7 remind us to “Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon 
Him while He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts;
 let him return to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him; and to our God,
 for He will abundantly pardon.”  

Job said in Job 23:8, "Behold, I go forward, but He is not there." It is 
terrifying when you are hanging on for dear life and you see no change 
coming in the future. Comfort comes when you know that the present 
adversity will soon be over. But what comfort can be found when it seems the 
problem will never cease? Job said, "I see no help, no sign of God, in the future." 
It actually is Satan's trick to make you think help is not coming. That 
hopelessness then produces anxiety. Like a rain storm that will not cease, the 
waters of discouragement begin to fill the tossing ship with water. Suddenly you 
experience a sinking feeling. 

And it is during those times that we begin to ask ourselves, “Where is God?” 
Where is the God who sent an earthquake into the valley of dry bones and put 
them together? (See Ezekiel 37.) Or where is the God of the clay, who remolds 
the broken places and mends the jagged edge? (See Isaiah 64:8.) If the truth 
were told, the God we seek is never far away. The issue is not so much His 
presence as it is my perception. Many times deliverance doesn't cost God one 
action. Deliverance comes when my mind accepts His timing and purpose in my 
life. 

There was a time in my life when I served as a “Life Guard.” And in 
that capacity I was taught how to deal with the effects of “Rip Tide.” How 
many persons needlessly died because they struggled in the water and finally 
drowned? We say they drowned because they couldn't swim. The real truth is 
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many times they drowned because they couldn't trust! If they would relax, the 
same current that drummed them down would bear them up so they could float. It 
isn't always the circumstance that is so damaging to us; it is our reaction to the 
circumstance. Our hysterical reaction and our gasping of desperation, causes 
us to become submerged beneath the currents of what will soon pass if we can 
keep our wits about us. Psalm 16:11 says, “You will show me the path of life; 
In Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”  

No wonder Job was sitting in sackcloth and ashes searching through the 
rubbish of his life, looking for God. He knew that only the presence of the 
Lord could bring comfort to his pain! 

Have you been searching and seeking and yet feel that you are getting no 
closer? Perhaps you are closer than you think. Job 23:8-9 gives us a clue that 
may end your search, “Behold, I go forward, but He is not there; and backward, but 
I cannot perceive Him: on the left hand, where He doth work, but I cannot behold 
Him; He hideth Himself on the right hand, that I cannot see Him.”         

Great growth does not always come into your life through mountaintop 
experiences. Sometimes great growth comes through the valleys and low 
places where you feel limited and vulnerable. Sometimes great growth comes 
when it seems that the heavens have gone silent.  Sometimes great growth comes 
when we are forced to “walk by faith and not by sight.” 

Now please listen to what I am saying right here – just because you 
cannot see God does not mean that He is not at work in your life.  Because of 
your circumstances, you may think He has forgotten you! But I promise you - 
God has not forgotten. 

I feel by the Holy Spirit that God wants someone in the sound of my 
voice to really hear what I am saying today. You might have been going 
through a time of great difficulty. And you might have said, “Where is God?” In 
your frustration, Satan has convinced you that you can’t even pray anymore, 
and your faith is being severely tested. Please allow me to minister to you a 
minute. God is there with you even now. He is operating in a different realm. 
He is working in a different way, but He is still working in your life! In order 
for Him to do what needs to be done in your life, He has had to challenge your 
faith. Trust Him to have the same level of love, grace, and caring that He has 
when you are walking the sunshine of His blessings. Please, please, please do 
not give up on your faith and do not walk away from your commitment. He 
knows where you are and He cares.   

Having said that, let me say this - I know so well how hard it is to trust 
Him when you can't trace Him! But that is exactly what He wants you to do. 
That is exactly the advice that Paul was giving to young Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:2, 
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“Be instant in season and out of season…” The Greek reads like this, “Be 
persistent whether the time is favorable or not…” It may seem that everybody 
else is getting all the blessings and having their prayers answered, but I 
promise you God is at work on your behalf. God knows when the time is right. 
And I am confident that He will accomplish a supernatural miracle because you 
trusted Him while you walked “by faith and not by sight.”    

If you have never been saved, why not come today?

Everyone please stand for prayer.

Father,

Your Word is true.  Thank You for Your promises.  Even though I may not be 
able to see what you are doing in my life, give me the courage to walk by faith and 
not by sight.  In the midst of my circumstances, I confess that I am more than a 
conqueror through Him that loved me.  In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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