
Biblical Development #6
Making the Right Choice in Marriage 

Genesis 2:20

 We are continuing in our “Biblical Development” series designed to give 
us the foundational tools to be conformed to the image of Christ. This 
church’s Marriage Ministry is one of the most successful ministries we have, 
and the reason is marriage and family, as we know it us under attack – in the 
political, as well as, the spiritual realm. Today, I want to give you some insight to 
make great marriages even better!

Attractions are allurements that can be based on memories, past 
experiences, and early associations. It is therefore very difficult to explain the 
extremely sensitive and fragile feelings that cause us to be attracted to other 
people. But we do know that we are instinctively attracted to inner needs. That 
attraction may be based on a need to be with someone whom we think is 
attractive, which creates within us a certain validation of our own worth, or 
the attraction may be based on a deeper, less physical value. Either way, need 
is the fuel that spawns the attraction. Opinions on what characteristics are 
attractive vary from person to person.  

Because each of us have different needs it is very difficult, if not 
impossible, for someone else to predict who will attract us. The truth of the 
matter is choosing a mate is one of the most personal decisions you will ever 
have to make.  And it is far too personal to accept the advice of people who will 
not have to live with the decision. 

Attractions, for many people, can be as deadly as a net to a fish. 
Seemingly, they can't see that the net is a trap until it is too late. They struggle, 
trying to get away, but the more they struggle, the more entangled they become. 
Like drug addicts, they make promises they can't keep, trying to pull away 
from something that holds them in its grasp like a vice. The key is not to 
struggle with the thing or the person. The deliverance comes from within and not 
from without. God is far too wise to put your deliverance into the hands of 
someone or something that may not have any compassion for you. The victory 
is won within the battleground of your mind, and its memories and needs.  

Let's try to make this analogy personal. On the arm of my chair lays a 
remote control. The remote is designed so the television can be controlled from a 
distance. The reason I can manipulate the television by an external item is the 
small apparatus inside the television that is affected by the remote control. If 
we remove the inner apparatus, the remote will not work. It is the same way 
with attractions. They evolve and manipulate us only because there is some 
inner apparatus that makes us vulnerable to them. If the wrong person, place, 
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or thing controls our remote, we are in trouble. We may not be able to stop the 
person from playing with the buttons, but we can remove the inner apparatus.  

We are communal by nature; that is, we have a strong need for 
community and relationships. That is simply the way God wired us up. 
However, whatever we’re in relationship with, we also are related to. It is 
important that we do not become attached to someone or something with 
which God has condemned. Every living being was created to pursue and 
cohabit with its own kind. I emphasize kind. Therefore, if you are going to 
achieve maximum compatibility, it has to be with another person. Pets are 
wonderful and lovable, but they were never designed to take the place of 
people. 

Look at Genesis 1:24-25, “And God said, Let the land produce living 
creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, 
and wild animals, each according to its kind. And it was so. God made the wild 
animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the 
creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it 
was good.” 

Hence, we are forbidden from seeking intimacy, which is a legitimate 
need, from an inappropriate source. This is a biological law that governs 
biological order. What was introduced in the shadow of Old Testament theology as 
a biological law is magnified in the New Testament as a spiritual reality. In the 
Old Testament, each creature was mandated to bond with its own species. In 
the New Testament, the believer is commanded not to seek companionship 
outside the sanctity of the Church. Why? The Church is a species separate from 
any other, a species of which Christ is the firstborn, as seen in 2 Corinthians 5:17 
says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the 
new has come!” 

With that thought in mind Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 6:14, “Do not be 
unequally yoked with unbelievers.” This is a prohibition that applies to the 
marriage relationship as well as to other situations. The tense of this verse 
means to “stop yoking yourself to unbelievers,” implying that this was 
something that was way too common in the Corinthian church. The idea is to 
not be “mismated” by yoking up with someone who is a “disbeliever.” The 
Message Paraphrase says it this way: “Don’t become partners with those who 
reject God.” The New American Standard reads: “Do not be bound together with 
unbelievers.” 

No doubt Paul had Deuteronomy 22:10 in mind when he wrote these words: 
“Do not plow with an ox and a donkey yoked together.” The results would be 
disastrous if two different kinds of animals were in the yoke. It wouldn’t work 
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for at least two reasons: 

First of all, they were different species. An ox was much bigger and 
stronger than a donkey. They were different in temperament and speed as well. 
Both would suffer in the yoke as the ox would try to pull the donkey and the 
donkey would struggle to keep up. One would be choked; the other pinched. 
This unequal yoking would cause pain and discomfort to both because they were at 
cross-purposes. I’m told that oxen can’t even stand the breath of donkeys and 
will pull away from them instead of going in the direction they’re supposed to. 

Second, they were different spiritually. This sounds strange but 
according to Old Testament law, the ox was considered clean while the donkey 
was unclean. The Jewish people were very careful about not mixing that which 
was considered clean with that which wasn’t.  

Therefore, in order to get the greatest productivity, a farmer would 
make sure to only yoke two similar animals together. 

Therefore, Paul is using an Old Testament truth to make a New 
Testament point. And, basically, he is saying that a believer is not to become 
hitched to a nonbeliever. In Ephesians 5:7, he uses a similar phrase when he 
writes: “Therefore do not be partners with them.” To put it even more plainly, 
when Paul gives his input on whether a widow should remarry in 1 Corinthians 
7:39, as a believer she must only marry a believer: “A woman is bound to her 
husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to marry anyone 
she wishes, but he must belong to the Lord.” This same idea is found in Amos 3:3 
in the King James Version: “Can two walk together except they be agreed?” When 
God says, “don’t” and we do, that’s sin.

We are twice-born people; we are born and then born again. Now, it is 
not biologically illegal for us to bond with unbelievers; it is spiritually illegal. 
Ephesians 2:1 reminds us, “And you hath He quickened, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins.” To be a sinner is to be dead in sin!  In the sight of God, 
yoking ourselves with unbelievers is spiritual necrophilia - having intimate 
relationships with the dead! 

Hollywood has brought this biblical truth to light with such movies as 
“The Living Dead” and “The Walking Dead” etc. These zombies walk the 
earth with their hands extended, always searching for but never attaining rest, 
leaving a trail of victims behind them. That's pretty ghoulish, but it is an accurate 
description of what and unsaved person is: "The Living Dead." If you are an 
empty, brokenhearted person walking around always searching for things, for mere 
tokens of success, then I have a word from the Lord of glory, as seen in John 10:10 
when He says, "I am come that [you] might have life..." Accept Him today. Wake 
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up from the nightmare of "The Living Dead" and become a living, loving 
testimony to the authentic power of God.  

When you are in sin, you reach after anything that will numb the pain 
and help you forget for a few minutes that something is missing. That doesn't 
work. It's God that's missing - a real relationship with Him. If you are missing 
Him, you can be reconciled to God at this very moment! Ephesians 2:1 tells us 
before you received Jesus Christ as your personal Savior you were “dead in 
trespass and sin.” But God has reconciled His people to Himself. Jesus made this 
promise in John 10:10, “I have come that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly.” 

As if anticipating that someone might interject that some non-Christians are 
nice people and it’s not that big of a deal to get married to someone who is a 
spiritual mismatch, Paul gives a number of reasons why a believer must not be 
yoked to an unbeliever in verses 14-16, when he says, “Do not be yoked together 
with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or 
what fellowship can light have with darkness? What harmony is there between 
Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? What 
agreement is there between the temple of God and idols?” In other words, the 
orbit of a Christian and the trajectory of a non-Christian are galaxies apart. 
There is a radical difference between one who knows Jesus and one who 
doesn’t. Remember, we have already been told in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, 
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”  

Paul uses five questions to establish key areas of contrast between those 
who are new creations and those who are still dead in their sins. By the way, 
whenever a believer tries to justify their dating relationship with a non-
Christian, I only hear about how cozy and compatible they are. Paul focuses 
instead on their moral incompatibility.  

First, he asks, “For what do righteousness and wickedness have in 
common?” This word “righteousness” does not refer to those who are better 
than others but to those who have been given the righteousness of Christ 
through faith. One who is not saved is referred to as “wicked” in Acts 3:26. A 
Christian and a non-Christian have nothing in common spiritually because they 
have different Masters. 

Second, he asks, “Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?” 
Believers are in the light, while those who don’t know Christ are in the dark. 
Proverbs 4:18-19 says, “The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, 
shining ever brighter till the full light of day. But the way of the wicked is like deep 
darkness; they do not know what makes them stumble.” 
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Third, he asks, “What harmony is there between Christ and Belial?” The 
word “harmony” in the Greek is the word that we get symphony from. A 
Christian and a non-Christian cannot sing to God’s glory or be in holy 
harmony. “Belial” literally means worthless and was used as a name for Satan as 
the absolute enemy of God. Unbelievers knowingly or unknowingly are followers 
of Satan as Ephesians 2:1-2 says, “As for you, you were dead in your 
transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of 
this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work 
in those who are disobedient.”  

Fourth, he asks, “What does a believer have in common with an 
unbeliever?” One lives for the Creator and the other lives for the creation. 
Romans 8:9 says, “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the 
Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you…” 

Fifth, he asks, “What agreement is there between the temple of God and 
idols?” The Temple is where God dwells and was never to be trampled by 
unholy behavior. In one of the most awful passages in the Bible, 2 Kings 21:5 
tells us that King Manasseh brought idol worship into the Temple of God with 
disastrous results, “In both courts of the temple of the Lord, he built altars to all the 
starry hosts…” 

What a privilege to have God Himself set up residence in our bodies! He 
lives with us and walks among us. He is indeed our God and we are His people. 
As a result, we have the responsibility to live differently.   

Let me close with this biblical truth, as a believer, God has given you the 
power to choose. But if you have never been saved, why not choose to make 
today the greatest day of your life? 

Every one please stand for prayer.

Father, 

Thank You for Your Word.  Help me to realize that you have called me, 
saved me, gifted me, and challenged me to live differently from this world’s 
philosophy and attitude. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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