
Biblical Development #5
Given a New Name 

Genesis 32:24-28

Sound asleep in clean crisp sheet sleeps and newborn baby. Loving 
parents look quietly and wonder, "Who is this child? When we are old, who will 
this child be? What is the level of contribution we have given to this world?" All 
these questions are raised in the unsettled but proud minds of proud parents. 
Time listens quietly; patting its foot, but still offers no answer.

Today, I want to turn our attention away from that child and focus our 
attention to ourselves! I want you to think about the person looking back at you in 
the mirror every morning and ask yourself, “Who am I?" 

Psychologists tell us each of us have a deep need to find some answer 
for that question. In fact, many people come to know the Lord because they 
desperately need to know themselves. 

Jacob was one of God's great heroes. He was a limping leader graced to 
come to know who he was in a personal way. A struggler, Jacob wrestled with 
the only One who can give lasting answers to hard-hitting questions. He wrestled 
with God! 

Jacob was his mother's darling. It was probably she who had given him 
his name. He was what we would call a "momma's boy." While Esau, his twin 
brother, hunted and killed game, Jacob baked cookies and tried new recipes. 
Although he was softer and more timid, he was cunning and dangerous. It 
wasn't long before Jacob had learned how to manipulate people on a regular bases. 
It was only when his trickery brought him to a dead end that he began to 
struggle with God for an answer.  

Jacob, whose name meant "supplanter" or "trickster," literally "con-man," 
was left alone with God. God cannot accomplish anything with us until we are 
left alone with Him. There, in the isolation of our internal strife, God begins 
the process of transforming disgrace into grace. It only took a midnight 
rendezvous and an encounter with a God he could not "out slick" to bring Jacob's 
leg to a limp and his fist to a hand clasped in prayer, as he cried out, "I won't let 
you go till you bless me." 

God then told him what he really needed to know. In Genesis 32:24-30 
God tells Jacob that he is not who he thinks he is. In fact, he is really Israel, a 
prince. My friend, when we, like Jacob, seek to know God, He will inevitably 
show us our real identity. The greatest riches Jacob would ever receive were 
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given while he was alone with the Father. It was simply the Father telling him his 
name.  

Imagine how shocking it was for this almost dysfunctional person to 
find that he was not who he thought he was. The problem was that everyone 
had been calling him something that he really wasn't. All of his life they had 
called him a “con man.” They called him that morning, noon, and night. When 
they called him to dinner, they would say, "Hey, Jacob, come and eat," which 
meant, "Hey, con man, come and eat." Jacob simply acted out what everyone 
had said he was. But with the grip of a desperate man he caught the horns of 
the altar of prayer and prayed until the Father gave him his real identity. In 
Genesis 32:28 God said to Jacob, "Your name is Israel, and as a prince you have 
wrestled with God." Listen to me today, your family might not know who you 
are, your friends might not know who you are, but I promise you this – God 
knows who you are. 

Jesus refers to being saved as being “born again.” But that does not 
mean that you have to change the name on your birth certificate; it simply 
means that God has changed your heart, adopted you into His family and made 
you a “joint heir with Jesus Christ.” It means that God in His grace has removed 
the stench of your past sins and given you a new character made in the image of 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, in one very true sense of the word, when you receive 
Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, the greatest change in your life pertains 
to your character. This is not a work of man, but of the Holy Spirit. In the Bible 
names were generally significant to the birth, as in Isaac, whose name meant 
"laughter." His mother broke into fits of laughter when she saw what God had 
done for her in the winter season of her life. On other occasions names were 
prophetic. The name “Jesus” is prophetic. It means "salvation." Jesus was born to 
save His people from their sins. In a few cases, the names were relative both to 
origin and prophecy. Another example is that of Moses, whose name meant, 
"drawn out." He was originally drawn out of the water by Pharaoh's daughter, 
but prophetically called of God to draw his people out of Egypt.  

Now you need to understand that a name is important. When someone 
says that you are a Christian, they are not just saying that you are a member 
of the local church. You see, the name “Christian” says something about your 
origin and your destiny. According to John 3 it means you have been “born again.” 
According to Colossians 1:13 it means you have been “delivered from the power of 
darkness and has translated us into the kingdom of (God’s) dear Son.” When you 
go by the name ‘Christian” it means that you have been given authority over 
Satan, sin, sickness, circumstances, the flesh, and your thought life.  According 
to Deuteronomy 28:13 it means that you are the “head” and not the “tail,” that you 
are “above” and not “beneath.” And according to Isaiah 54:15 it means “no 
weapon that is formed against you shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise 
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against thee in judgment you shall condemn.” According to Psalm 121:8 it means, 
“the Lord will preserve your going out and your coming in…” According to 
Ephesians 1:11-13 it means that you have been “sealed with that Holy Spirit of 
promise” and predestined for heaven. You see, there is something in a name!

The Bible teaches us that words have power! And I can tell you today 
that many of God's people are walking under the stigma of their old nature's 
name. Why? Because there are those people who are determined to hang on to 
their past sins and failures. You see, Satan is aware that if people can remind 
you often enough of what you were before you were saved, and if they can 
convince you that because of your past, God cannot use you for His glory 
today, it will severely limit you as you reach for greatness. However, it is not 
what others think that matters. Child of God, old friends and hypocrite Christians 
do not have the last word on who you are in Christ Jesus! And when Satan gets 
out his list and starts throwing up your past, tell him, "Haven't you heard? The 
person you knew died! I am not who he was and I am certainly not what he did!" 

The Bible tells us that Mary had the baby, but the angel was sent from 
the Father to give the name. She couldn't name Him because she didn't fully 
understand His destiny. Listen, the reason old friends and hypocrite Christians 
are critical and filled with condemnation is they simply don't understand that your 
destiny is not based on your performance but on God’s amazing grace. The truth 
of the matter is that there were people in Jesus’ day that whispered that Jesus 
was the illegitimate child of Joseph. Maybe there have been some nasty little 
rumors out on you too. Rumors smear the reputation and defame the character of 
many innocent people. However, none lived with any better moral character 
than Jesus - and they still assaulted His reputation. Listen to me today, don’t 
allow the mouth of some twisted acquaintance keep you from being all that 
God has for you to be.  I have said many, many times – your past is past and 
today you have the opportunity to walk with the King! 

In the chilly river of Jordan, with mud between His toes, it was the voice 
of the Father that declared the identity of Christ. His ministry could not begin 
until the Father laid hands on Him by endorsing Him in the midst of the 
crowd. You see, it really didn’t matter what the blinded and warped religious 
leaders thought about Jesus, it was the knowledge of the Father that directed His 
life.

Through the years Israel has seasoned and matured. He has produced 
many strong sons. Genesis 35:16-18 tells us that now Rachel is in the final stages 
of pregnancy and her husband is desperately trying to get her to Ephrath by wagon. 
But before they could reach their destination, Rachel goes into gut-wrenching 
contractions and out in the desert, she births a son. However, in the birth of 
their baby Rachel is now on the verge of death. And Rachel looks at her baby 
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and names him “Benoni,” which means "son of my sorrow." She closes her eyes in 
one final contraction, and like a puff of smoke in the night, she is gone.  

A weeping midwife holds the stained infant in her arms. He is all that 
remains of Rachel. Now Jacob limps up into the wagon. Finding his lovely wife 
gone and his son born, his emotions are scrambled like eggs in a pan. For the 
lack of anything else to say, he asks, "What is his name?" The midwife's trembling 
voice responds, "She said he was Benoni, son of my sorrow." Jacob's eyes turn 
deeply within. Perhaps he remembers what a wrong name can do to a child. 
Whatever the reflection, he speaks with the wisdom that is born only out of 
personal experience, "He shall not be called Benoni, son of my sorrow. He shall be 
called Benjamin, son of my right hand. He is my strength, not my sorrow!" Child 
of God, you have been given a new name in the family of God! 

Throughout the Scriptures God changed the names of men and women 
to match their divine destiny. He took men like Abram, the exalted father, and 
transformed his image and character into Abraham, the father of many 
nations. Jacob, the supplanter, became Israel, the prince. Take, for example, the 
names Hananiah, "Jehovah is gracious," Mishael, "who is like God," and Azariah, 
"Jehovah has helped." If you don't know them, perhaps you will recognize them 
by the heathen names Nebuchadnezzar gave them: Shadrach, "command of 
Aim," Meshach, "pagan name," and Abednego, "servant of Nego.” But when 
the wicked king threw them into the fiery furnace, the names God called them 
prevailed!

I am convinced that one of the great traps that Satan uses in the life of 
Christians is to get them to spend so much time looking back that they cannot go 
forward.  

Listen very carefully right here, regardless of whether you have done 
right or wrong, you have got to move on with your life.  God is ever moving 
you onward.  There is no place to stop when you are walking with God. In the 
example of Lot’s wife, looking back cost her the opportunity of living in a new 
place and experiencing a bright future filled with God’s blessings. And in her 
case, it even cost her her life.

Forget what you have done! If you have been born again by the blood of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, your past does not exist. Micah 7:18-19 says, “Who is a 
God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his 
inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. You will 
again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl our 
iniquities into the depths of the sea.” Revelation 1:5 reminds us that our sins 
have been washed away! 
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So when the devil tries to get you to focus on your past, focus on the day 
you invited Jesus Christ to come into your life, forgive you of your sins, and 
made you a Christ!  And then remind him that you are more than a 
conqueror through Him that loves you.

But that is not the whole story. Listen to the challenge found in Philippians 
3:13-14, “Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it.  But one 
thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on 
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus.” 

I thank God for the victory of yesterday, but yesterday is over. It’s 
history. I am here today, and I am looking for another victory.  And I cannot 
receive it if I am constantly looking backward thinking about what has 
happened in the past!

But if I am looking forward, I don’t have to hunt for the victory.  If I am 
pressing forward, I can see it coming, and I can reach out and grab hold of it.

God is trying to tell someone today that what’s behind you is history.  
Don’t keep looking back at it.  Your greatest victories are not behind you; they 
are in front of you. So don’t look back! Keep going on with God.

If you have never been saved, then today could be the best day of your life.

Everyone please stand for prayer.

Father,

Your Word is true.  Thank You for the blood of Christ that cleanses me from 
all sin.  Give me the courage to look forward and not to focus on the past.  In 
Jesus’ name. Amen.
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