
Biblical Development #4
God’s Loving Correction

Malachi 3:1-6

This is the fourth message in our series titled “Biblical Development.” 
The goal of this series is not to introduce you to some new truths but simply to 
remind you of the truths you already know. Peter put it this way when writing to 
the believers of his day, Peter put it this way in 2 Peter 1:12, “Therefore, I will 
always remind you about these things - even though you already know them and 
are standing firm in the truth you have been taught.” This series is designed to 
help us achieve that purpose. 

Malachi is the last Old Testament prophecy. And in this prophecy 
Malachi does what is commonly done in the prophets; he mingles the first and 
second coming of Christ interchangeably. Therefore, the Old Testament 
prophets' teaching concerning the second coming of Christ can be summed up in 
three ways. One way is, of course, to speak of His first advent, when God sent 
forth His Son to be the Messiah, to be the Savior. The second way speaks of 
the Lord's coming at His second advent, when He comes for His church. There 
is a third way in which the prophets speak of His coming, and that is His coming in 
blessings, or His coming in revival, or His coming in power, or His coming in 
judgment. And all three of these are described in Malachi 3. And what I am 
primarily concerned with in this message is the fact of Christ's coming, not in 
His first advent, nor at His second advent, but that Christ is coming to us in the 
interim time, as He comes occasionally to bless, to revive, to judge, to manifest 
His presence and His power. 

So with that background, look with me once more at verses 2-3, "But who 
can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is 
like a refiner’s fire and like launderers’ soap. He will sit as a refiner and a purifier 
of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that 
they may offer to the Lord an offering in righteousness.” 

One of the most interesting things about history is that it always repeats 
itself. And the second thing about history is that the only thing we learn from 
history is that we don't learn anything from history. The Bible shows that 
history runs in cycles.  

God has marvelously and miraculously worked in this way - that when a 
nation has gone to the limits one way, when it has stretched itself morally, and 
spiritually, and economically, and politically, just as far as it can go, then God 
moves in to bring about a nation-wide awakening. This happened in England. 
It was the Weslynen revival that saved that great country from absolute ruin and 
disaster. And so, as the pendulum, in our day, has swung all the way in one 
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direction until it looks as though if we go any farther we are going to step 
over the side of destruction and be plunged into darkness and hell, there is no 
escape, there is no way out. It is just such as hour as this when God in history 
past has moved in to bring about a genuine awakening, spiritually, and 
morally, and politically. Most of us are praying for that to happen today!  

But I want to say today, that it is my firm conviction that if you and I 
had any idea what would happen, and what it would involve, if God were to 
really come in power and blessing and revival: if we understood what that 
meant, we probably would stop praying for it. 

And this is exactly what Malachi says in verses 1-2, "Behold, I send My 
messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, 
will suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the covenant, in whom 
you delight. “Behold, He is coming,” says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure 
the day of His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a 
refiner’s fire and like launderers’ soap.” They are seeking for God to come, they 
are praying for a movement of God in their lives, and in their nation, but God says, 
"But who can endure the day of his coming? And who can stand when he 
appears?" He is saying, "The very ones of you who are praying for a revival, and 
who are seeking God's judgment, are they very ones who God is going to judge."   

You see, they wanted God to come and judge the rest of the world, but God 
says, "The problem is not with the rest of the world, the problem is with my very 
own people." Surely this is what Peter realized in 1 Peter 4:17, "For the time has 
come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what 
will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?" I repeat, if most of 
us really knew what was involved in meeting God in revival, or meeting God in 
power, we would not pray for it to happen. For you see, when the Lord comes 
to us, He comes to us with “Loving Correction.” 

Therefore, I want to speak to you for just a few minutes concerning 
“God's loving Correction.” I am talking now about a personal and spiritual 
working in our hearts. How does God go about working in our lives? He works 
as a "refiner." Therefore, I want to share with you the meaning, the method, and 
the motive of the "God’s Loving Correction” as He works in our lives!

First of all, what does it mean when God says that He will appear “like a 
"refiner’s fire
 and like launderers’ soap”? It simply means that the thing that God is most 
interested in in my life is that I be refined, that I be purged, and that I be 
purified.  
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The word "refined" means "to filter" or "to strain away." It is much like 
our present-day water filters. If you were to take a glass of water from your 
water faucet and hold it up it would look clear, and it would look as if there 
were no problems. But if you were to run that same water through a water 
filtering system you would see that the filter had removed particles of dirt, and 
certain chemicals, etc. And the filtering system is there for the purpose of 
purifying.  

And so, when the glory of God manifests itself in our lives, the first thing 
God does is to remove those things from our life that are not pure, those things 
that are not genuine, those things that are not real. And only that which is 
true, and only that which is pure will be left behind.  

And here is what he is saying: the first thing God wants to do when He 
comes to us in power and in revival. He wants to filter our lives. He wants to 
cleanse us so desperately and so sufficiently, that as we stand before Him 
everything that is phony about us will be filtered out and left behind. And I don't 
know about you, but I think that is exactly the kind of visitation from God 
that we really need today! When God works in my life so completely, so 
thoroughly, that everything that is phony about me is left behind.  

Can you imagine what would happen today if God came to us and 
separated in our lives that which is real from that which is phony? Can you 
imagine what would happen if God came to us today and separated from you 
that which is true from that which is a "put-on"? 

That is exactly what He did in Acts 5 with the early church. He 
appeared to them as a "refiner's fire" and he separated that which was real 
from that which was phony. The Bible says that Barnabas had a heart of 
compassion and he opened up his heart and sold all of his land and his goods and 
brought all of the money to the apostles and said, "You just take this and give it to 
the poor." And the people rejoiced over Barnabas' generosity. Ananias and 
Sapphira setting over there saw the applause and appreciation that Barnabas 
received, and they wanted to be among the "in group," they wanted to be 
recognized. So they sold some land, but they kept back most of the money. And 
they gave a "part" as though it were the "whole."  

Have you ever done that? Have you ever given "part" and labeled it the 
"whole"? Have you ever brought "part" of your service to God and labeled it as 
the "whole"? Have you ever tried to pass off in this church just a "part" of 
your dedication as the "whole"? And the Bible says that Ananias and 
Sapphira both dropped dead! Why? What was God doing? It was a "refiner's 
fire"! God was separating that which was phony from that which was real! 
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Boy, this is a great crowd today! I rejoice in the good attendance. But I 
wonder, if God's glory were to come down with such power as to separate the real 
from the false, to separate the committed from the pretenders, to separate those 
who are the "doers of the Word" from those that are the "hearers of the Word." I 
wonder if that would cut down considerably on our attendance.  

Not only does God purge, He also purifies. Do you know what that word 
"purify" means in the Hebrew? It means, "to make bright." After dirty water 
has been purified it changes its appearance! The purification process takes 
away the dullness and leaves it with a sparkling brightness. When you and I 
have our lives purged by the power of God, our life and our service and our 
worship services no longer seem dull. Do you know what kills a Christian's joy? 
Do you know what kills a Worship Service? Do you know what kills a Christian's 
testimony? Sin! Sin is a killer of the things of God!  

Child of God, when God comes in His power and in His glory, and in 
revival, it will change the complexion of our worship services! Therefore, the 
meaning of the "refiner's fire" is purging and purifying.  

Look also at the method of refinement that God uses, as seen in verse 2, 
"For He is like a refiner’s fire and like launderers’ soap." "Launderers soap" 
was a very strong lye soap that bleached away the stains from one's clothing. 
"Launderers soap" took that which was stained and dirty and made it clean and 
white.  

What does that have to do with us today? Isaiah 1:18 says, "Come now, 
and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white 'as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." 1 
John 1:1 says, "If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ (God's) Son cleanses us from all sin." 

 
Jesus Christ took a body in order to suffer and die for our sins. Hebrews 

10:4-10 explains it in these words, "For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and 
of goats should take away sins. Wherefore, when he cometh into the world, he 
saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me; 
In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I 
come to do thy will, 0 God. Above, when he said, Sacrifice, and offering, and burnt 
offerings, and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither had pleasure in them, 
which are offered by the law. Then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will, 0 God. He 
taketh away the first, that he may establish the second; by which will we are 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." It was a 
divine imperative that Jesus take a body of flesh in order to pay sin's debt. The 
wages of sin is death, and God cannot die. John 4:24 tells us that God is an 
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eternal Spirit, and it is therefore impossible for Him to die. Hebrews 2:9 tells us 
that Jesus took a body that by the grace of God He might taste death for every 
man. Philippians 2:6-8 tell us that Jesus "being in the form of God thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: but made himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross." The crucifixion was God's method of revealing His great 
love for us. No one sought it. No one dreamed of it. Love did it. 

The message of Christ crucified "according to the Scriptures" dispels all 
darkness, kills all sin, answers all questions, defeats all foes, removes all fears, 
satisfies hunger and thirst, meets every hope, fulfills every longing of the human 
heart, and keeps every promise. Why? Because "the blood of Jesus Christ (God's) 
Son cleanses us from all sin."  

Look, last of all, at the motive for God’s  refining work in our lives, as 
seen in verses 3-4, "That they may offer to the Lord an offering in righteousness…
As in the days of old," Now listen carefully - the acceptability of any gift is 
always determined by the acceptability of the giver! Half-hearted people cannot 
give a full-hearted gift to God! And until that which is phony and that which is 
false in my life has been filtered out, and until only the real thing remains, 
there can be no offering of righteousness unto the Lord. 

In other words, God is not looking for your substance or your ability or your 
talent - what God is looking for is YOU! 

If you have never received Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, then why 
not today? 

Everyone please stand for prayer.  

Father, 
I acknowledge that Your Word is true. I realize that You require the best that 

I have to offer. Please give me the courage to start being honest with You and with 
myself. In Jesus' name. Amen.
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