
Biblical Development #3
Delayed But Not Denied

2 Corinthians 4:14-18

 This is our third message in our series titled “Biblical Development” 
and today we are going to see how God develops us through our faithful 
patience. In John 16:33 Jesus reminded us that “in this world you will have 
tribulation…” And the truth of is matter is that we all have seasons of struggles 
and testing. There are times when everything we attempt to do seems to go 
wrong. Regardless of our prayers and consecration, adversity will come.  But I 
am convinced that the Lord uses these seasons of struggle to destroy our pride in 
our own ability and reinforce our dependency on the sufficiency of Him alone. 

Paul made this statement in 2 Timothy 4:2, “Preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine.” I want you to notice the words “in season, out of season…” Just as 
there are seasons of nature, there are seasons in our lives. It seems to me that 
some things you are not meant to change, but to survive. So if you can't alter it, 
then outlive it! Be like a tree. In the frosty arms of winter the forest silently 
refurbishes its strength, preparing for its next season of fruitfulness. Its 
branches rocking in the winds, the sap and substance of the tree go underground. It 
is not good-bye, because in the spring it will push its way up into the budding 
of a new experience. Temporary setbacks create opportunities for fresh 
commitment and renewal. If you were to record your accomplishments, you 
would notice that they to were seasonal. There are seasons of sunshine as well as 
rain. Pleasure comes, then pain, and vice versa. Each stage has its own purpose. 

In my almost fifty years of ministry, the greatest struggles I have 
encountered are the temptation to make permanent decisions based on 
temporary circumstances. Someone once said, "Patience is a tree whose root is 
bitter, but whose fruit is sweet." The reward of patience is reflected in gradually 
not having to amend your amendments. Temporary circumstances do not 
always require action. I have found that prayer brings us into patience. 
Patience results from trust. We cannot trust a God we don't talk with. Do not 
misunderstand me; God needs men and women who are decisive. However, 
every situation should not get an immediate reaction. Prayer is the seasoning of 
good judgment. Without it, our decisions will not be palatable.  

Listen to the message of Habakkuk 2:3, “For the vision is yet for an 
appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; 
because it will surely come, it will not tarry.” The problem that most of us 
experience is having the patience to wait for the appointment we have with 
destiny. Perhaps I should first point out that God is a God of order; He does 
everything in His own time. Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 says, “To every thing there is a 
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season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: A time to be born, and a 
time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; a time to 
kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to 
weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to cast 
away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to 
refrain from embracing; a time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time 
to cast away; a time to rend, and a time to sow; a time to keep silence, and a time 
to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of 
peace.” The writer of Hebrews put it this way in Hebrews 9:27, “…it is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” Psalm 139:16 says, “You saw 
me before I was born and scheduled each day of my life before I began to breathe. 
Every day was recorded in your book.” An appointment is a meeting already set 
up. It is clear from the Word of God that God has a plan for your life. And it is 
an awesome fact, that if you are a child of God, Satan cannot stop that plan from 
unfolding; other people cannot stop that plan from unfolding.  The only person 
that can keep you from becoming all that God has ordained you to be is 
yourself! You will chose to live under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, or you 
will chose to live under the leadership of your flesh. You will chose to be 
obedient to God’s will for your life, or you will chose to live a self-centered, 
uncommitted, life with your focus to your own set of circumstances. But I must 
tell you, there is comfort in knowing that we have an appointment with 
destiny. It is the inner awareness that makes us realize that in spite of 
temporary circumstances, God has a present time of deliverance. 

There were years in my life when I turned my back on God and ran as 
fast and as far as I could run from His call on my life. I didn't really know that 
God was actually calling me to preach, but somehow, I knew I had an 
appointment with destiny, I sensed that God had a purpose for my life. I 
honestly believe that everyone is predestined to accomplish certain things for the 
Lord.  Now, let me be careful to point out not everyone accomplishes what God 
has called them to do, but it is not God’s fault.  For example, 1Timothy 2:3-4 
says, “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God, our Savior, who will 
have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”  Peter 
makes it even more clear in 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise, as some men count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”  It is obvious from 
the Word of God that it is the will of God that “all men to be saved,” but it is also 
clear that not all men will be saved. Ladies and gentlemen, in spite of what we 
have seen, we simply cannot separate the free will of man from the sovereignty 
of God! We are still responsible for the choices that we make! But I can tell you 
this, when you are fully committed to fulfilling God purpose for your life, 
regardless of your circumstances, you can look Satan right in his ugly face and say 
with authority, "My life can't end without certain things coming to pass. It's not 
over until God says, 'It's over!'" Glory to God! 
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Listen to me very carefully today, you might have a child that has 
rebelled from your love and from the biblical principles that you have instilled 
in his or her life, until they too have ended up in the “hog-pen” of life. And as 
difficult as it may seem to you right now, God still knows how to make all 
things work together for good to them that love the Lord (see Rom. 8:28). 
Listen to me today, don’t give up; don’t throw in the towel; don’t trash your faith; 
just because your circumstances seem hopeless! I promise you, “It’s not over until 
God says, ‘It’s over.’” 

It is so important for parents to instill a sense of destiny in their 
children. Once they realize that they have immeasurable potential, there is no 
stopping them. Listen to this promise found in Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in 
the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it.” I am not 
saying that they won't deviate from the path - all of us have done that. But 
thank God they have been given a path to deviate from. When it is all said and 
done, they will, like the prodigal son, come to themselves!  

In Genesis, the Lord promised Eve a seed. In Genesis 3:15 He said, "And 
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
 and between your seed and her Seed;
 he shall bruise your head,
 and you shall bruise His heel.” When Eve produced what she may have thought 
to be the promised seed, there were real problems. Her eldest son, Cain, was 
extremely jealous of her younger son, Abel. In the heat of rage, Cain killed his 
brother. In one swoop of jealousy, all of Eve's dreams lay bleeding on the ground. 
Now her eldest son was a criminal on the run, and her younger son snuffed 
out in the prime of life. Bleak despair pressed upon the heart of this mother. 
She was supposed to be the mother of all living and all she had raised was a corpse 
and its murderer.  

But God unwrapped the blanket of failure from around her and blessed 
her with another son. Genesis 4:25 says, “And Adam knew his wife again; and 
she bare a son, and called his name Seth: For God, said she, hath appointed me 
another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew.”  His name she called "Seth." Seth 
means, "substituted." It comes from the Hebrew word that means, “in place of.” 
Suddenly, as she held her new baby in her arms, she began to realize that God 
is sovereign. Listen to me today, your blessing may not come in the way you 
thought it would. It may not even come through the person you thought it 
would. But if God said it, then rest assured, He will find a way! Even if it means 
appointing a substitute, He will perform His promise.  

God's purpose was not aborted when Cain killed Abel. In spite of the 
fact that life has its broken places, ultimately everything God has ever said 
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will come to pass. Have you ever had to go through a time of attack? Has there 
been a time when Satan has tried to assassinate the will of God in your life by 
using your past failures, or even your present circumstances? When we suffer 
loss like Eve did, there is a feeling of failure and defeat. However, you cannot 
allow past circumstances to abort future opportunity. If you have experienced loss 
in your life, I tell you that God has a way of restoring things you thought you 
would never see again. 

James 4:14 says, “Whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. 
For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then 
vanishes away.” We come into this world fully aware of the fact that we have a 
limited amount of time. We don't live here for very long before we are 
confronted with the cold realities of death. From the loss of a goldfish to the 
death of a grandparent, all parents find themselves saddled with the responsibility 
of explaining why the pet or the person will not be coming back anymore. Yet 
what disturbs me most is not the quantity of life, but the quality of life. Simply 
stated, when death comes to push me through its window from time into eternity, I 
want to say with Paul in 2 Timothy 4:7, “I have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith.” I want to be able to look back on my 
life and feel as though I accomplished something worthwhile. I want to feel that 
my life made some positive statement.  

The saddest scenario I can imagine would be to face death's rattling call 
and wonder what would have happened if I had tried harder. It would be 
terrible to look back over your life and see that the many times you thought 
your request was denied was actually only delayed. Listen to what David said in 
Psalm 40:1-3, “I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me, and heard 
my cry. He brought me up also out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set 
my feet upon a rock, and established my goings. And He hath put a new song in 
my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in 
the Lord.” Life will always present broken places, places of struggle and 
conflict. If you have a divine purpose and life has put you on hold, hang on! 
Stay on the line until life gets back to you. If you believe as I do, then it's worth 
the wait to receive your answer from the Lord.  

The real test of faith is in facing the silence of being on hold. Those are 
the suspended times of indecision. Have you ever faced those times when your 
life seemed stagnant? Have you felt you were on the verge of something 
phenomenal, that you were waiting for that particular breakthrough that 
seemed to be taunting you by making you wait? I am convinced that all of us 
have faced days that seemed as though God had forgotten us. These are the 
moments that feel like eternity. Patience gets a workout when God's answer is 
no answer. In other words, God's answer is not always “yes” or “no”; sometimes 
He says, "Not now!"  
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We must understand that our God is a God of order. He synchronizes 
His answers to accomplish His purpose. Not long after the 9-11 attacks, we were 
returning home from Hawaii when we arrived in Atlanta.  We transferred from 
one plane to another and proceeded to the runway, when suddenly the plane 
stopped.  It seemed that someone had placed their luggage on the plane but 
they themselves did not get on board.  Therefore, every piece of luggage had to 
be inspected until that piece was found and removed from the plane. At first 
everything seemed calm enough. But as time passed, the passengers began to 
get hot and restless, which led to complaining. 

I am convinced that each of us have a problem when we have been put 
in “waiting” mode.  We don’t like being put on “hold.” In fact, if someone 
doesn’t say something rather quickly, we will just “hang up.” 

But my question to you today is this – do you have enough faith to stay 
on the line when God has seemingly put you on “hold”?

Genesis 8:1 says, “But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and 
the livestock that were with him in the ark, and He sent a wind over the earth, and 
the waters receded.” Regardless of what you might be facing, there is a deep 
sense of contentment when you know God has not forgotten you. There have 
been times in my life when I was going through what I was absolutely 
convinced that a “dire emergency” and I needed to have an answer from God 
right then. But through the years, I have learned that God isn't easily upset by 
what I call an emergency. 

The first four words of Genesis 8:1 send us an amazing amount of 
comfort.  I have to remind myself of them from time to time. When you realize 
that God knows where you are and that He will get back to you in time-what peace, 
what joy! Before Noah ran out of resources and provisions, God remembered 
him! The Lord knows where you are and He knows how much you have left in 
reserve. Just before you run out, God will send the wind to blow back the waters 
of impossibility and provide for you.

I want to remind you once more that Romans 8:31 asks, “If God be for us, 
who can be against us?” Child of God, whatever you are facing today, please 
know that God is for you! 

Listen to the introduction to the Gospel of John, “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And 
the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a 
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man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear 
witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that 
Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world 
was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his 
own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And 
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” 

Remember, that same Power that spoke the sun, moon, and stars into 
existence…that same Power that spoke forth the dry land, the forests, the 
mountains, and created the rivers and oceans…that same Power that spoke 
man into creation from the dust of the earth and breathed life into him…that 
same Power dwells in heart of every believer!  And He is for us!  So don’t give 
up!  Don’t walk away from your destiny just because you are impatient.

If you are not saved, why not today?

Everyone please stand for prayer.

Father,
Your Word is true.  Thank You for having a plan and purpose for my life.  

Give me the courage to walk by faith and not by sight as I wait on You to open the 
doors of opportunity of service for Your great glory.  In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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