
Biblical Development #2
Living a Life of Commitment

John 10:10

 As we continue our series on “Biblical Development” the Mountain Grove 
Purpose Statement is: “Loving God – loving others.” Through my years of 
ministry, I have discovered that the one thing people want most is life! People 
want life. And not merely existence, or the physical ability to breathe and function.  
All of us desire a particular quality of life, a combination of interest, zeal, 
excitement, achievement, satisfaction and peace of mind. I am convinced that 
every individual wants to experience beauty and the highest emotions, and to 
possess the energy and vitality necessary to meet daily responsibilities. Our 
hope is to live on a high level of physical strength, mental interest and spiritual 
meaning. And all of that is exactly what Jesus meant when He said, “My purpose is 
to give life in all its fullness.”  

In spite of Jesus’ purpose, Christians sometimes become frustrated and 
withdraw from life’s activity on the basis of personal struggles. They seem to 
look at their circumstances and think that there is no hope and their dreams are 
gone forever, but God says, “That is not true, because the best is yet to come.” The 
Lord doesn't like pity parties, and those who have them are shocked to find 
that although He is invited, He seldom attends. Although God may not show 
up, I promise you there will be many morbid mourners who will come to sit 
with you as you weep over your dearly departed dreams. But if you want the 
Lord to come, you had better have some plans to get up and walk toward the 
coming sunrise. 

If you ever get around people who have accomplished much, they will 
tell you that those accomplishments did not come without the price of 
commitment. Generally that cost is much more expensive than most of us 
normally want to pay. Still, the cost of total commitment means different things to 
different people. When you arrive at your destination, don't be surprised that 
some people will assume everything you achieved came without price. The real 
price of success lies within the need to stay committed. The trophy is never 
given to someone who does not complete the task. Setbacks are just setups for 
God to show us what He is able to do. Pity parties are for people who have 
accepted the thought that everything is over. Don't do that; instead look the devil 
right in the face and say, “I might be beaten and bruised, but this fight is not yet 
over, because Jesus came to give me life.” 

Romans 6:11 says, “Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed 
to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” So I want to talk to you today 
about living life.  
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The whole theme of Christianity is one of life – resurrection, victorious 
life. However, you can't live until you have encountered the true source of life. 
Now that doesn't mean that you are not alive, it just means that you are not living. 
It means you are not allowing the resurrecting power of the Holy Spirit to 
operate in your life. Now there are some of you that want to experience life in 
all its fullness, but Satan has convinced you that because of past sin and 
failures that God can’t use you.  While it is true there are some obstacles that 
may have tripped you up in life, today is a new day, and regardless of whether you 
have fallen into sin, discouragement, apathy, or fear, God wants to pick you up 
and use you for His glory. Ladies and gentlemen, all of us have made mistakes, all 
of us have made some bad decisions, and all “have sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God.” But it is people like us that Jesus went to the cross for. He made 
this statement in Mark 5:31-32, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor – sick people 
do. I have come to call sinners to turn from their sins, not to spend my time with 
those who think they are already good enough.” 

Regardless of what has caused us to fall, when you accepted Jesus 
Christ as your Savior, you became a “new creation.”  The power of sin is 
broken and has been replaced with the ability to live life to its fullest. 
Therefore, my advice is to lay aside the feelings of guilt and memories of past sin. 
Each day provides an opportunity to experience a new beginning.  When we 
yield to sin, our greatest challenge becomes our thinking.  If we are not careful, 
we will begin to belittle ourselves and thinking negatively about our lives, which 
only depends our shame and guilt. If you have sinned, know that God loves you, 
and He forgives your sin. 

You see, Satan knows that if you continue to focus on your sin, the 
bigger it grows until you are overtaken with a load of guilt. And when that 
happens, your guilt leads to doubt, and your doubt leads to fear. The fear that 
somehow God has not, our even worse will not, forgive you.

Therefore, it is necessary to find a promise in the Bible and adjust your 
thinking to line up with the Word of God.  God has the ability to free us from 
negative thinking, but first, we must be willing to take a step away from self-
defeating thoughts.  Romans 8:1 encourages us to view the Lord as a God of love, 
which He is, and not someone who is looking to judge and condemn.

In my years of ministry, I have looked in the faces of thousands of new 
Christians and have watched as those thousands dwindled down to mere 
hundreds that stayed the course.  Jesus made this statement in Luke 9:62, “No 
man having put his hand to the plow and looking back is fit for the kingdom.” 

What is it that makes a person successful in the Christian life? If I had 
to answer that question with just one word, that word would be 
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“commitment.” You must be a person who is committed, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord. If you give up easily, there is no need for you to attempt to 
accomplish much for God. Commitment is a word I use to describe people who 
will stay focused on the task before them. They may stumble, but they never give 
up. If you are going to be a follower of Jesus Christ, then make up your mind 
to be committed. Do not quit! 

A terrible thing happens to people who give up too easily. It is called 
regret. It is the nagging, gnawing feeling that says, "If I had tried harder, I could 
have succeeded." Some of the world’s greatest athletes will never be seen on the 
screen of your television set, not because of their lack of ability, but because of 
their lack of commitment. When counseling married couples, I always 
encourage them to be sure they have done everything within their power to 
build a successful marriage. It is terrible to lay down at night thinking, "I wonder 
what would have happened if I had tried this or that." It is true that we all 
experience some degree of failure in life. That is how we learn and grow. If a 
baby had to learn how to walk without falling, he would never learn. A baby 
learns as much from falling on his bottom as he does from his first wobbly 
steps. The problem isn't failure; the problem comes when we fail to learn from 
where we failed! 

Babe Ruth was probably the greatest baseball player that ever lived, 
ended his baseball career known as the “homerun king,” but he was also 
lesser known as the “strike out king.”  When asked about his success, he 
answered, “Never let the fear of striking out get in your way.”

I am convinced that we can never be sure of how much God can 
accomplish through us unless we stay committed to the cause of Christ.  In the 
face of defeat, we must rally our talents, muster our courage, and focus our 
strength to achieve a goal. If we don't have the passion to stay committed, then we 
will never experience the joy of success! 

You would be surprised to know how many people there are who never 
commit themselves to the victorious end. They do several things haphazardly 
without examining how forceful they could be if they would totally commit 
themselves to a cause. The difference between the masterful and the mediocre is 
often one word – “commitment.” On the other hand, mediocrity is masterful to 
persons who are not willing to pay the price of commitment. It is a fact that 
commitment is the bridge between mediocrity and masterful accomplishment! 

Romans 8:28 is a passage of scripture that we use quite often, and it says, 
"And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to His purpose." Notice the words, “called 
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according to His purpose.” I think one of the greatest truths that God has ever 
shown me is that made and called “according to His purpose.” 

The purpose of your life is far greater than your own personal 
fulfillment, your peace of mind, or even your happiness.  It is far greater than 
your family, your career, or even your wildest dreams and ambitions.  If fact, if 
you want to know why you were placed on this planet, you must begin with God. 
You were born by His purpose and for His purpose.  

Therefore, when you become aware that you are here because of God’s 
purpose, you begin to look at life from a different perspective. You see, the 
unsaved person (and sometimes Christians) are mostly self-centered, and they try 
to find their purpose by asking self-centered questions like: “What do I want to be? 
What should I do with my life?  What are my goals, my ambitions, my dreams for 
my future?” But focusing on ourselves will never reveal our life’s purpose.  The 
Bible says in Job 12:10, “It is God who directs the lives of his creatures; 
everyone’s life is in his power.” The Bible is simply teaching us that we were 
made by God and for God, and until we understand that, life will never make 
sense! 

Therefore, whenever we bring our efforts into alignment with His 
purpose, we automatically are blessed. 2 Timothy 2:4-5 says, "No one engaged in 
warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who 
enlisted him as a soldier. And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not 
crowned unless he competes according to the rules." Paul is simply saying that in 
order to accomplish what we have set out to do; we must stay focused on the 
purpose that is before us. 

Through the years I have spent hours in prayer trying to convince God 
that He should bless what I was trying to accomplish. Now please understand 
what I am saying right here – they were not bad plans, or even selfish plans, 
they were simply my plans. And it was during those times of prayer that I learned 
that God will not be manipulated. If He said it, that settles it. No amount of 
praying through parched lips and tear-stained eyes will cause God to stray 
from what He knows is best for you. I know so well how it feels to find yourself 
sitting on the side of the bed when you should have been sleeping. You are 
looking at a man who has struggled in the process of anguished surrender. 
James Taylor had a secular song entitled, "Help Me Make It Through The Night." 
Those night experiences come to everyone. Those turbulent, boisterous winds 
of indecisiveness blow hard against the human constitution. The Psalmist put it 
this way in Psalm 3:1-4, “0 Lord, how many are my foes! How many rise up 
against me! Many are saying of me, God will not deliver him. But You are a shield 
around me, 0 Lord; You bestow glory on me and lift up my head. To the Lord I cry 
aloud, and He answers me from His holy hill.” Psalm 3:5 says, “I laid me down 
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and slept; I awaked; for the Lord sustained me.”  David declares that it is the 
Lord who sustains us in those perilous times of inner struggle and warfare.

In those were early days of ministry I really did not know much about 
living by faith or standing on the promises of God. Therefore, about all I knew 
to do was to pray.  As I look back on those days, I realize that what I called 
praying could more accurately be called complaining to God. I explained to Him 
how I had left my job, my home, and all my friends to follow Him, and I 
didn’t understand why He wasn’t doing His part in this matter. I was 
embarrassed because I did not have any answers for Linda when she 
questioned what we were going to do. At night I would cry out - “God where are 
You?” 

And do you know what God said?  Absolutely nothing! Today I can look 
back with much more insight and realize that, even then, God was teaching me to 
“live by faith and not by sight.” And the day came when we had nothing, and 
when I came home from school, Linda met me at the door.  I stood and 
watched and listened as she vented her frustration and fear about our children 
having nothing to eat.  About that time the mail person stopped and left a letter in 
our mail box.  I used the excuse of going to the mail box to turn and walk away.  
In the mail box was a letter and a check for $50.00.  Needless to say, I had one 
shouting fit all the way back across the yard to where Linda was standing.  I shall 
never forget as long as I live the holy hush and the precious peace that came 
into my spirit. Suddenly the money didn't matter anymore. What mattered was 
I knew I was not alone.  That night we had food on the table and milk for our 
children. And as we sat down, I was very aware that we had a very special 
Guest at our table, our God was abiding there. 

That day God taught me this great truth, regardless of your 
circumstances, God can still be trusted. And when the storms of uncertainty 
come your way, remember, He knows where you are and you are not alone! 

As I study the Bible, I am convinced our commitment to Jesus Christ 
will show up in our commitment to the local church. The local church with all 
its imperfections is still the Lord’s major avenue through which he 
accomplishes his work. God is doing a miraculous work here at Mountain Grove, 
and I want to ask you to become a part of what He is doing here. 

Will you make a commitment today? If you have not invited Jesus 
Christ to come into your life, forgive you of your sins, and make you a 
Christian, will you do so today? If you are already a Christian will you commit 
yourself to personal growth, to being faithful the Christ and His Church, to be a 
part of a Sunday School Class, or to become involved in our Life Group Ministry? 
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Everyone please stand for prayer.

Father,

You have taught us the meaning of true commitment when You gave Your 
life in obedience to the Father.  Give me the courage to do more than just talk 
about my commitment.  Give me the courage to step out of my “comfort zone” and 
make a difference in my family, on my job, and in my church.  In Jesus name. 
Amen.
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