
Attitudes of Christ #6
Christ and Your Potential

Philippians 1:6

        We have been doing a series of messages concerning the Attitudes of 
Christ, and today I want to focus on developing your potential. It is a biblical 
fact, if you are going to be all that God has called you to be, you are going to 
have to know how to develop what God has put on the inside of you. Every 
person in here has undeveloped potential. Potential is defined as existing in 
possibility but not in actuality, powerful but not in use. Do you know that you 
have powerful things on the inside of you right now that are not in use? You 
have God-given gifts and talents that will lie dormant on the inside of you for an 
entire lifetime unless you step out in faith and begin to act on the dreams and 
desires God has put into your heart.

        Potential cannot manifest without form. It has to have something to be 
poured into, something that causes it to take shape and become useful. Think 
of it like a concrete truck that is full of concrete. If it came up here and just 
dumped that load on this platform, it would be wasted. It would be useless. It 
would be a big mess. It has to have forms to cause it to take shape and become 
useful. Well, what are the forms for your potential? The forms are the decisions 
that have been made about what the shape of your life is going to look like. 
        In other words, you have got to have a plan. You have got to make some 
decisions. You have got to get involved. You have got to do something lest you do 
nothing. Your potential is not just going to magically appear out of nowhere. 
The Bible says in Philippians 2:13, "We are workers together with God." You have 
got to do your part and act on the dream  God put in your heart and then that 
potential will begin to develop and you will discover talents that you never 
knew you had. 

        In my wildest dreams did I ever think that I would stand to preach before 
hundreds of people. But God was not caught off guard, because He had 
planted those gifts and talents were on the inside of me from the time I was 
conceived. I just never responded to His call and developed them. I never gave 
my potential something to be poured into. It was only when Linda received 
Jesus Christ as her Lord and Savior that I stepped out in faith and 
surrendered to the ministry. I had to get out of my comfort zone. Remember the 
promise found in Philippians 2:13, "For it is God who works in you both to will 
and to do for His good pleasure.” The Greek reads something like this, "For God is 
working in you, giving you the desire to obey him and the power to do what 
pleases him." But what you have to understand is, if you will just dare take that 
first step of faith and act on what God has called you to do, then God will make 
a move and He will give you more strength and more wisdom so that you can 
go to that next level.
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        God will never leave you hanging out there on a limb. Listen to this 
promise found in Philippians 1:6, "Being confident of this very thing, that He who 
has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ." 
When Holy God sees you making an effort to do His will, then He will 
supernaturally empower you and equip you with every single thing you need to 
accomplish that task. The Holy Spirit is called our “Helper” for a reason! But if 
we never step out in faith and act on those Godgiven dreams and desires, we 
will never experience His help. And one of the favorite tricks of the enemy is to 
use the fear of failure to keep you from doing what God wants you to do. How 
many times in your life have you not done something because you were afraid you 
might fail? You were afraid of what somebody might think about you. You 
were afraid you might be embarrassed. You were afraid you might be criticized. 
And Satan will feed you all these negative thoughts that are totally false to try 
to get you or keep you from moving off of dead center. 

        But if we are going to grow up and be all that God has called us to be and 
develop our potential, we are going to have to be willing to risk the possibility 
that we may fail. So what if you fail? God is going to pick you up. He is going to 
dust you off and put you right back on the right track. Some of you are so 
afraid that you are going to fail and that you are going to miss God, and that 
you are going to disappoint God that you never attempt to do anything for 
God. You say, "Bro. Cliff, what if I start to tell someone about being saved and I 
can't think of anything to say?" Listen, God will give you something to say. 
When you come to the limit of what you can do, the Holy Spirit will 
immediately come to your aid to help you. Well, you say, "Bro. Cliff, what if I 
pray for somebody and they don't get healed?" Well, what if you pray for 
somebody and they do get healed? You have got to be willing to take that risk.

Child of God, you have more untapped potential on the inside of you 
than you can imagine. And if you will begin to develop this potential, God will 
show up and do greater things in your life than you ever thought possible. You 
were made for more than just getting up and going to work and coming home and 
getting up and doing it all over again and again for 50 or 60 years. God has 
something specific He wants you to accomplish, to leave your mark on this 
generation. God is the great architect of the universe. And just as surely as He 
has drawn a specific plan for the sun and moon and planets so that the solar system 
will function properly, He has drawn a very specific plan for every one of your 
lives. 

You must understand you are a person of destiny. You just did not 
haphazardly appear on planet earth because a little slime formed in a pond 
two billion years ago. The Bible says that God chose you to be here before the 
foundation of the world. God saw you before you were ever formed in your 
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mother's womb. You are not here by accident. You are here in God’s divine 
plan. And He has strategically placed you here at this particular time in 
history because He has great confidence in you. He did not choose David and 
Samuel and Moses to live in this hour. He chose you to live in this hour. He has 
more confidence in you than you have in yourself He believes in you more 
than you believe in Him. 

And my prayer is that you will feel this sense of purpose and make the 
most of every single day. Don't just drift through life with no sense of purpose. 
God is counting on you to make a difference and He has given you these incredible 
gifts and talents that must be developed. The enemy will tell you that you’re just 
a housewife; that you’re just a businessperson; you’re just a plumber; that 
you’re just an accountant. But that is a lie; God has something special for 
every single person to do. Don't ever listen to the enemy's lies. Greatness is not 
determined by the amount of money acquired, the level of education attained, 
or the degree of promotion achieved. The greatness of a person is measured by 
the cause that propels him forward and the price he is willing to pay to see it 
fulfilled. 

Jesus chose ordinary people to be His disciples and help carry out His 
will. And God has chosen every one of you as well. And when you were born, 
Almighty God placed a part of Himself into you. God has placed seeds of 
greatness in every one of His children. I don't mean we are all going to be 
famous. I simply mean God wants you to excel at what He has called you to do. If 
He has put the desire in you to be a teacher, then He wants you to be an 
outstanding teacher. If He has put the desire in you to build a business, then 
He wants you to build an outstanding business. If He put the desire in you to be 
an usher or to be a minister, He wants you to be the best usher or the best minister 
that we have. He wants you to excel. God is not a mediocre God. He is a God of 
excellence and He wants us to be people of excellence. 

And you may not even realize it right now, but every one of you has 
Godgiven dreams and desires on the inside of you. That dream starts out as a 
little flame, just like a little flicker. And throughout life, you have to constantly 
add fuel to the fire to help it grow because the enemy is going to try to put out that 
flame. Some of you have gone through hard times and maybe you have failed 
God and made some mistakes and it seems like all of your dreams have died. 

But let me encourage you today, that little flame is still alive. The enemy 
cannot extinguish what God has started on the inside of you. All the forces of 
darkness cannot keep you from fulfilling God's best plan for your life if you simply 
have the desire. Oh, Satan will try to push that dream down and tell you it is no 
longer in there. But the good news is God has lit an eternal flame in every one 
of His children that no man can put out. 
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And that is why God tells us to stir up the gift that is within us. You have 
got to fan that flame. You have got to stay full of praise and thanksgiving. You 
have got to confess God's Word. You have got to act on that dream and you 
will see that little flame grow into a mighty roaring fire. You have got to 
understand that Satan does not want you to develop your potential. He does not 
like you hearing this message. He wants you to stay right where you are. He 
wants you to become lazy and indifferent. So he will feed you lies like "You don't 
need to get involved. You are too busy. You are too important. You are too 
unimportant. Let somebody else do it. After all, they can probably do it better than 
you can." But those are all lies. You have unique gifts and talents like nobody 
else. 

God made you an original. There is nobody else in this world like you. 
You are one of a kind. And some of you know people right now that will never 
come into this church building to hear a sermon. The only way they are ever 
going to hear about God's love and compassion and forgiveness is if you do 
your part. 

And no matter how good or bad I fulfill my race I cannot fulfill your 
race. God's best plan will only be completed when every one of us rise up and 
get involved and do our part. And what I want to impress upon you today is God 
has a specific plan for your life that only you can fulfill. And you have got to 
constantly be stepping out in faith and developing that potential that God put 
on the inside of you. Now some people tell me, "Bro. Cliff, I don't know what it is 
God wants me to do." Listen, you have got to follow the desires that are deep 
down on the inside of you. Remember, God is the one that put them there. You 
may have a desire to do some area of ministry. You may have a desire to sing in 
the choir or to build a business or to write a book or go visit people in the hospital. 
That desire is a Godgiven desire. And if you will act on it, it will propel you 
into God's best plan for your life. 

I am not saying God is telling you to change careers. But I am saying 
that you have got to be obedient to God's call on your life, you have got to be 
open to follow the Godgiven dreams and desires on the inside of you. So many 
people are waiting for a voice to boom out of the heavens to instruct them what to 
do. But most of the time that is not going to happen like that. It is going to be 
a simple desire. The Bible talks about the still, small voice. 

Some of you today are sitting around waiting for the right time to do 
what God has been telling you to do. You say as soon as my kids get out of 
school, I will do it. I will be obedient to God. I will get involved. As soon as this 
big project at work gets over, then I am going to get involved. Whenever the 
right time comes, then I am going to do what God is calling me to do. But you 
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all know as well as I do, there will never be a right time. The time to do what 
God is telling you to do is right now. There is no better time to do it than right 
now. The hour is late. The time is short. And we have got to quit making 
excuses. Everyday you put it off, you are missing out on God's best. 

I feel in my spirit God has been dealing with some of you about giving 
your life totally to Him. You need to do it today. Today is the day of salvation. 
God has been dealing with some of you about getting your family and 
especially your children into church on a regular and consistent basis. You 
need to make that quality decision today. Don't put it off any longer. 

Some people will never step out in faith because they have allowed the 
enemy to deceive them into thinking that they don't have what it takes to do 
what God has called them to do. You say, "Bro. Cliff, how can God ever use me? 
I have so few talents to give Him. I have so little to offer God." Listen, the key is 
to simply give God what you have. Do you realize God never once asks us to 
give Him something that we don't have? Simply give Him what you do have 
and He will take the little and make much out of it. 

Don't ever listen to the enemy's lies when he tells you "you don't have what 
it takes." Don't let him convince you to sit on the back burner and never do 
anything for God. Our God is a God of second chances. It doesn’t matter how 
many mistakes you have made in life. God never disqualifies anybody. You are 
never too old. You are never too young. You are never too bad. You are never 
too good. It is never too late. It is never too early. Just put your life into His 
hands. Give God your talent whether they are little or much. Put it in His hands 
and watch what He can do with it. 

I heard somebody put it this way. A basketball in my hands is worth 
about $29. But a basketball in Michael Jordan’s hands is worth about $33 million 
dollars. It depends on whose hands it's in. A baseball in my hands is worth about 
$7. But a baseball in Madison Bumgarner’s hands is worth about $8 million 
dollars. It depends on whose hands it is in. A rod in my hands will keep away a 
wild animal. But a rod in Moses' hands parted the Red Sea. It depends on 
whose hands it is in. 

And if you will put your life and your trust and your hope and your 
confidence and your gifts and your talents into God's hands, you will never, 
ever be disappointed. He will take you places that you have never dreamed of 
and make more out of your life than you ever thought possible. Every one of 
you in here has incredible amounts of undeveloped potential on the inside of you. 

And my desire is to get you fired up so you will begin to develop that 
potential and grow into the strong leader God wants you to be. Jesus told a 
parable in Matthew, chapter 25, about a man that was going off on a long 
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journey. So he gave his three servants different amounts of talents to take care of. 
Now, a talent represented about $1,000. To one he gave five; to another two; 
and to the third, he gave one. Then he went on his journey. Well, immediately, 
the man with five talents went out and invested his money and gained five 
more. The man with two talents did the exact same thing. But the man with one 
talent was afraid. He was so scared, he went out and dug a hole and hid his 
talent in the ground. Well, after a little while, the owner came home and he 
wanted to settle up all of his accounts. So the man with five talents came in and 
said, "Master, you entrusted me with these five talents and I went out and worked 
hard and invested what you gave me and I gained five more talents. Here they are." 
The master said, "Well done. You have been faithful over little, now I am going to 
give you even more. I will make you ruler over much." The next man came in. 
He said, "Master, you entrusted me with these two talents. And I went out and did 
my best and gained two more. Here they are." The master said the same thing, 
"Well done. You have been faithful to use what I have given you wisely. Now I 
will give you more." Finally, the third man came in. He said, "Master, you 
entrusted me with this one talent. And I knew you were such a hard man that I was 
so afraid that I might lose what you gave me that I hid my talent in the ground. I 
was so afraid to take any risks that all I have to offer you is this same one talent." 
The master said, "You lazy and wicked servant. You could have at least put the 
money in the bank so that it had drawn some type of interest. Take from him what 
he has and give to the man that has 10.” 

God has given every one of us talents. The Bible says they are all 
different according to our own ability. You may have five. You may have seven. 
You may have three. I may have two. You may have twenty. That is not 
important. All that matters is what you do with what God has given you. And so 
many times just like this last man, we are so afraid that we never step out in 
faith. We hide our talents in the ground. We are afraid of what somebody might 
think. We are afraid we might fail. We are afraid we might get criticized. We 
are afraid it might be too much work. Let me ask  you a very important question 
today, what are you doing with the talents that God has given you? Are you 
making the most of what God has entrusted you with? Or are there weights that 
are holding you back? Are you too busy to come to church on a regular basis? 
Are you letting the enemy deceive you into thinking you don't have what it 
takes to do what God's telling you to do? 

Child of God, you have got to step out in faith and do what God has 
been telling you to do. You are a person of destiny. And you will never be truly 
fulfilled compromising what God has put on the inside of you. Get in the race. 
Get involved. Act on the dreams and desires He has put in your heart. You have 
seeds of greatness on the inside of you. You have more to offer this world than 
you can imagine. Nobody can do what you can do. You have a race to run that 
only you can accomplish. 
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I believe we are living in a very historic and critical time in God's 
timetable. And He is counting on you and I to rise up and be leaders and to 
make a difference in this generation. Soon, we will all be giving an account to 
our Master as to what we have done with the talents He has entrusted us with. 
Let’s make the most of the time. Be serious about your relationship to God. 
Stay focused on the things of God. Stay in church. Be faithful. Don’t hide your 
talents anymore. Be quick to obey God. If you will dare step out in faith and 
act on the dreams and the desires that He has put in your heart, and begin to 
develop that talent and that potential that is on the inside of you, God will be 
pleased. And when you stand and the Judgment Seat of Christ, He will look at you 
and say, "Well, done, my good and faithful servant." 

If you are not saved, why not today? 

Everyone please stand for prayer. 

Father, Thank You for Your Word. Thank You that You made me with a 
purpose. Give me the courage to step out on faith to be obedient to Your will for 
my life. In Jesus' name. Amen.
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