
Attitudes of Christ #4
Christ and Excellence

Matthew 5:48

        We are continuing our series of messages concerning “The Attitudes of 
Christ,” and today we are going to talk about the fact that God has a standard 
of excellence. Paul said in Philippians 3:8, “I count all things loss for the 
excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.” I John 2:5 says, “Whoever 
keeps God’s word, truly the love of God is perfected and made excellent in him.” 
The Bible says in Hebrews 11:4, “By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent 
sacrifice than Cain.” Throughout the Bible there were those followers of God 
that made choices that revealed their desire for excellence. They were not born 
any more holy or any godlier than you and me. They were just ordinary people 
that chose to give God their very best! They refused to compromise and get 
sucked in to the society that they were living in. They had determined in their 
heart that they were going to stand up strong and stand out in the crowd. They had 
a madeup mind that they were going to serve God with their whole heart and 
with enthusiasm.

        And it is no different today! You and I make choices every single day that 
determine whether or not we are going to live a life of excellence for God. The 
truth of the matter is nobody can make you stay out of sin. Nobody can make you 
stay out of compromising, or questionable situations. No other person is 
constantly watching you 24 hours a day to make sure you do what is right. 
Only you can make that decision to go all out for God. Only you can make that 
choice to get rid of those things in your life that you know are not pleasing to 
God! 

        The longer I preach, pray, and study, the more I realize that pleasing the 
Lord Jesus Christ should be the number one priority in life. And if you have to 
ask yourself the question, "I wonder if it is okay if I do this?" "I wonder if the Lord 
would be please if I go to this place or if I hung out with this person?" Listen child 
of God, the very fact that you are having to ask yourself that question is a 
pretty good indication that it is probably not a good idea and you are going to 
end up in a compromising situation. 

Life is a series of choices. God gave each of us the ability to make our 
own decisions. If you are going to live a life of  excellence for God, then you have 
to concentrate on making wise godly choices that bring honor to the name of Jesus 
and not shame or disappointment. And the Bible says in 2 Timothy 2:20, "In a 
great house there are not only vessels of gold or silver, but also of wood and clay; 
some for honor and some for dishonor. If a man therefore purge himself, he shall 
be a vessel unto honor, made holy and useful for the master's service and prepared 
for every good work." 

Living a life of excellence is something you have to choose to do. It does 
not just happen automatically. The Bible says in I Corinthians 11:28, "Let each 
man examine himself." You should constantly evaluate your life and make sure 
that you are not making decisions and choices that are hindering your walk 
with the Lord. 

The Bible says in Hebrews 12:1 to lay aside all that junk; "lay aside the 
weights and the sin that does so easily get you off course." David cried out in 
Psalm 139:23, "Lord, point out anything in my life that makes you sad." Ladies 
and gentlemen, if we are going to expect to be used for God's highest 
purposes, then we have got to do our part when it comes to making wise godly 
decisions throughout life. Every major decision you face, you should ask yourself 
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the question, "What would Jesus do in this situation?" "How would He respond?" 
"What type of attitude would He have?" After all, He lives on the inside of you. 

The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 3:16, "Don't you understand that you 
yourselves are the temple of God and that the Spirit of the most High God lives on 
the inside of you?" Listen, God does not live in holy buildings or in holy 
temples or in the Ark  of the Covenant like He used to. When Jesus died and 
was buried and rose again, God moved out of manmade temples and He 
moved into the hearts and lives of His children. He lives on the inside of you. 
And every place you go, you take God with you. Is He pleased with your 
choices? 

Notice what the Amplified version says in verse 17, "If anyone does hurt to 
God's temple and corrupts it or destroys it, God will do hurt to him and bring him 
the corruption of death and destroy him. For the temple of God is holy and sacred 
and you are that temple." God charges each one of us to take care of this temple 
and to keep it holy. Each one of us has the responsibility to make wise choices 
throughout life so that we will live a pure and honorable life before God. 
Ephesians 4:30 says, "Don't cause the Holy Spirit sorrow by the way you live." In I 
Peter 1:16 God said, "Be holy, for I am holy.” Child of God, the hour is too late 
to be living a halfhearted, lazy, indifferent, compromising Christian life. Satan 
is at work in this earth today, I believe stronger than any time ever in history. 
He knows his time is very, very limited, so he is pulling out all of the stops and 
unfortunately, he is being very successful in deceiving a whole lot of people. He 
has infiltrated every area of society and every aspect of society. The philosophy 
of most people today is, "If it feels good, do it, you only live once, make the most 
of it." 

And, unfortunately, this society has morally sunk to an all time low. 
When pornography is viewed as freedom of expression, something is wrong. 
When our children are not allowed to pray before ball games, and yet, they have to 
go through metal detectors to get in the gate, something is wrong. When we spend 
more money and more time and energy to save the animals than we do to save 
other people, something is wrong. And when the Bible is seen in some of our 
Denominational colleges as old fashioned, irrelevant, and outdated, something 
is wrong. But do you know what has happened? Satan has slowly and carefully 
deceived each generation more and more and more. And now there is a whole 
group of people that don't even know the difference between what is right and 
what is wrong. It is no wonder they make terrible choices.

But this is exactly what the Bible said would happen in 2 Corinthians 4:4, 
"Satan blinds the minds of those who believe not." And one translation says, "So 
that they will not be able to discern the truth." And I hate to say it, but that is the 
generation we are living in right now. We have lost our sense of value and 
unless we go back to the foundational principles in God's Word, we are never 
going to know what truth is. And if you are going to live a life of excellence 
before God, you are going to have to base every decision you make on God's 
Word. 

Romans 12:1-2 says, “I plead with you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which 
is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God.” 1 John 2:15 we are told, "Love not the 
world, neither the things that are in the world." Then he lists list three things that 
Satan uses to cause us to stumble. First, there is the “Lust of the flesh." This is 
adultery, fornication, playing around on your mate. Second, there is the “Lust 
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of your eyes." This refers to greed, the insatiable desire to gain everything, 
gain material things. And number three is the “Pride of life." Look how great I 
am. Look what I have accomplished. Look how talented I am. The Bible says 
that is not godly thinking but worldly thinking.

And if you are going to live a life of excellence, then you cannot allow 
yourself to get sucked into this world's system and start thinking like this 
world and acting like this world and living like this world. Satan will lie to you 
and say, "Come on, man, it's the year 2015. Lighten up a little. You only live once. 
Don't be such a stick in the mud. It's okay to cheat on your wife, or husband, a 
little. He or she not going to know. Anyway, what he or she doesn't know is not 
going to hurt them." Listen, that is Satan doing what he does best. Trying to 
deceive God's people into compromising and making very poor choices that lead to 
all kinds of heartache and sorrow. 

Jesus gave this promise in John 16:8-10, “And when He (the Holy Spirit) 
has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 
of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My 
Father and you see Me no more; of judgment, because the ruler of this world is 
judged The Bible also gives us this insight in Romans 14:10-12, “For we shall all 
stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written: “As I live, says the Lord, 
 every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” So then each 
of us shall give account of himself to God.” The truth of the matter is this  every 
person has got to stand on his own two feet. God made us all individuals. You 
have the mind of Christ. You are made in the image of God. You have His Spirit 
on the inside of you. Every child of God can feel that uneasiness deep down on 
the inside when something is not right. 

You have got to be sensitive and recognize that is God talking to you and 
the Bible calls that “conviction.” Conviction is that little alarm that goes off 
inside of us when we start to make bad decisions! When something is not right, 
that alarm will sound and disturb us to correct that situation. 

God speaks to every single one of His children. And He wants to guide 
us and help us make the right choices in life. But sometimes we just push it 
down and choose to ignore it. A couple of days later that same alarm goes off. 
We feel uneasy. But once again, we choose to push it down and ignore it.

And if we are not careful we push that alarm down so much, that it 
becomes so common and so routine that we can't even hear it anymore. It's 
not that God's not talking to us. God is faithful. He always does His part. It's 
just the fact that we are either so hardheaded or so busy or that we want to do 
it our own way so bad that we choose not to listen. I promise you God wants to 
help you make the right decisions as seen in Proverbs 2:6, "The Lord grants 
wisdom. He gives good sense to the godly. He is a shield guarding them and 
protecting their pathway. He knows how to distinguish right from wrong and to 
make the right decision every single time." 

Every child of God has the ability and the opportunity to live a life of 
excellence for God. But it all depends upon the choices you make throughout 
life. You are who you are today and you are where you are today because of the 
choices you have made in the past. 

One of the biggest mistakes we make is to blame other people and to 
make excuses for the way we have been living! Listen, child of God, when you 
stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ, there will be no group sessions going on. 
Listen carefully to this statement: there is not going to be any finger pointing in 
heaven.
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If you are under the sound of my voice and you have never received 
Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, when you stand at the Great White 
Throne Judgment, there will be no one you can blame for your eternal destiny 
but yourself. You won't be able to blame the hypocrites, you won't be able to 
blame your job, and you won't be able to blame your parents. It is just between 
you and God as to what kind of life you have lived and what kind of decisions you 
have made. And you are going to have to look  God dead in the eye and answer 
to Him for the things you have done in this life, whether good or bad. And 
listen, every major decision you make in life should be made in the light of 
eternity. 

I know some of you today are facing major decisions. And maybe you 
are trying to decide, should I compromise and take the easy way out? Or 
should I stand strong and make the right choice? Let me encourage you. Always 
take the high road. You will never be disappointed. It may not be the easiest 
path, but God will always reward you for doing what is right. Nothing takes 
the place of living a life of integrity. 

And I am here today to challenge you to strive for excellence in your 
walk with the Lord. Quit making excuses and blaming other people. Start 
taking responsibility for your own actions and for your own decisions. Nobody is 
forcing you to live an ungodly life. Nobody is twisting your arm to keep you 
out of church and to keep you from serving God. Nobody is making you live in 
adultery. Nobody is forcing you to be dishonest in your business dealings. The 
truth of the matter is, these are all choices that you're making. 

I believe that in these last days God is looking for a remnant of people 
that have a strong and sincere desire to please Him in every single area of 
their lives. God's looking for a people of the utmost integrity. God is looking for 
a people that will live a life of honor. 

Satan is doing his best to infiltrate your mind and convince you and 
deceive you into making poor choices that will lead you to defeat and misery. 
And I am telling you today - if you are not grounded in God's Word; if you 
don’t know who you are in Christ; if you don’t know your authority over the 
devil and demon forces; if you are not sober and vigilant and serious about 
your relationship to God; unfortunately, you are not going to have a chance. 
There is no way you are going to be able to live an overcoming, victorious 
Christian life. 

Life is simply a series of choices that every one of us face every day of 
our life. And those choices determine whether or not we are going to live a life 
of excellence for God. And because of that, Satan is working overtime on the 
earth today. He wants to steal your joy, steal your influence, steal your 
testimony, and destroy, your walk with God. We are all constantly being 
bombarded by all these negative, ungodly forces that are trying to influence us 
to compromise and just give in and live like the rest of the world. And the 
enemy wants to take you down a course that is far, far, far less than God's best plan 
for your life. 

The powers of the enemy are real. And they are strongly at work in the 
earth today. But the good news to all of you is the power of God is real also. And 
God is pouring out of His Spirit today. I believe He is pouring out His Spirit 
on his children in a greater measure today than ever before. And we have 
entered into a whole new dimension where God is going to do unusual, 
extraordinary things for the people that are totally and completely sold out to Him. 
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In these last days, the supernatural is going to become the natural for the 
people that have consecrated themselves to God and are striving for 
excellence in their walk with Him. God is simply looking for somebody that 
won't compromise. And somebody that won't live like the rest of the world. God's 
looking for people that are so full of integrity that they will go the extra mile 
to do what is right so there won't even be a question of any wrong doing. God 
is raising up an army of people that have a burning desire more than anything 
else to offer their lives as a holy, acceptable, well-pleasing sacrifice to God. 

It is my prayer today that not a person in here will be deceived into 
living a compromising life of mediocrity. But that you will stir yourselves up. 
And rise above the filth and trash of this world. Therefore, I plead with you to 
choose to live a life of excellence and honor and integrity before our God. 

If you have never invited Jesus Christ to come into your life, to forgive you 
of your sins, and make you a Christian, why not come today? 

Everyone please stand for prayer. 

Father, 
Thank You for salvation. Give me the courage to stop using others as an 

excuse for my own behavior. Help me to focus more on the opportunities of letting 
others see Jesus in my life. I want to focus on Your grace to me. And I want to 
follow Your Spirit's leading. In Jesus' name. Amen.
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