
Attitudes of Christ #3
Christ’s Perspective of Problems

John 16:33

        We doing a series of messages that I have titled “The Attitudes of Christ.” And 
this week we are going to look at “Christ’s Perspective of Problems.” It is true that 
Jesus said, “In this world you will have tribulation,” but that is not all He said, “but 
be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” Listen to this promise found in 
Isaiah 43:2, “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
 and through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. 
 When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, 
 nor shall the flame scorch you.” Listen, the enemy may come to discourage you. 
He may whisper to your mind that God will not help you or that you might 
have committed some horrible sin that has brought God's wrath on you. But 
the Word of God says that is a lie. God is not mad at you, and He does not cause 
sickness and problems to come into your life because of some past sin. 

        Nobody knew more about adversities and hardships than did the apostle 
Paul. He said this in 2 Corinthians 7:5, “For indeed, when we came to Macedonia, 
our bodies had no rest, but we were troubled on every side. Outside were conflicts, 
inside were fears.” One translation says that, “every place we went, we had trouble 
and conflicts.” 

        And one reason I believe that he faced such tremendous obstacles and he 
had such tremendous challenges in his life was because he was always doing so 
many great things for the Lord. I mean he wrote over half of the New 
Testament. No wonder the enemy was constantly fighting against him. And I 
believe that God has called us here at Mountain Grove to do some unusual, 
exciting, extraordinary things for Him and for the Kingdom of God as well. So 
don't be too surprised if the enemy fights us harder than ever in these coming 
days. 

        You see, I believe when you make, small plans, you can expect the enemy 
to cause small problems. But when you have a strong desire to do great things 
for the Lord, and you step out in faith, and you dream big dreams, you make 
big plans, then you can expect the enemy to fight you in a big way with big 
problems. That is why the apostle Paul said, "Fight the good fight of faith." Life is 
a fight, if you are doing something for God. 

I would love to be able to stand up here and tell you if you serve God, 
you will never have another problem. But friends, that is just wishful 
thinking. But I can tell you that problems don't have anything to do with how 
spiritual you are or how dedicated or even how committed you are. Problems are 
just a part of life. And everybody has to face them. Some people get a chip on 
their shoulder because they think they have been dealt an unfair hand in life. 
Maybe some of you today are facing great difficulties because of 
circumstances that were totally out of your control. You didn't have anything 
to do with it. It was not your fault. Maybe it is a life threatening disease. Maybe 
your husband or wife walked out on you. Or maybe your company was 
downsizing and all of a sudden they don't need you anymore. I don't know what 
it is, but all of us face challenges in life, either large or small.

But, why could Jesus be so sure that we would experience problems? 
The answer goes back to the very beginning of humanity. In the beginning, God 
existed in a vacuum of self-awareness and selfexistence. He searched among the 
citizens of eternity for a comrade, a confidant, a companion, a friend, and He 
found none. So Holy God created man out of the cold, dark clay of earth, and 
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there He built for His creation a home. And He dwelt with him there in the 
elegant Garden of Eden. 

Man and God were as one in fellowship. Adam and Eve fellowshipped 
freely with their Father in the brilliance of Paradise. Their relationship was one 
of reckless abandonment. No reassurances were needed, and with the cool 
breeze of eternity blowing across their brows, Adam and Eve lived in the 
innocence of life, knowing the divine presence of God. 

But you know the story. Right there in the middle of Paradise, Adam, 
God's created son, and Eve sided with God's archenemy, Lucifer. In that 
moment man divorced himself from the divine and the boldest rebellion ever 
known had just begun. 

God sent an angel down to earth and with flaming sword banished the 
man and his wife to the eastern plains of sterile Eden. The image of God has 
been dashed to pieces. Exposure to Satan's corruption carried with it the 
communicable disease called sin, contaminating the bloodstream of all humanity. 
On that horrible day man missed the mark, sin became the standard, and 
death became the decree. Adam and Eve were now marked with these grisly 
words: "death" and "the grave." 

Through the ages man has paid the price of sin and disobedience. The 
earth has been cursed: sickness, death, pain and heartbreak has filled our lives. 
Thus, leading Jesus to conclude, "In the world you shall have tribulation." 

And it is important to understand that your problem is not really the 
problem, but it is how you respond to the problem  that really matters. 
Problems responded to correctly in your life will advance you forward in 
your walk with the Lord. They will make you stronger. They will make, you 
more mature. And eventually even large adversities and large obstacles will be 
very easy for you to overcome. God does not send the difficulties. He does not 
send the problem, but He will use any situation we face in life to mature us 
and to develop us and to draw us closer to Him. He will not waste any of your 
adversities. But He will turn it around and He will get some good out of it, if  you 
let Him and if you keep the right attitude. And that is a very big "if." 

The word  “problem” comes from the Greek word that, "to drive or throw 
forward." And one thing I can tell you for certain, problems never leave us the 
same. You will either advance or you will retreat. If you have the right attitude, 
you will come out stronger with a greater confidence in God and His Word. On the 
other hand, if you have the wrong attitude, you will come out weaker, less 
confident, and possibly even a little bit angry and bitter on the inside. But 
nobody stays the same after a problem. And only you can choose which road 
you are going to go down.  

The right perspective always maintains a positive attitude of faith 
regardless of the circumstances. But how does one develop the right 
perspective when it comes to problems? The answer is simple and yet profound: 
faith and the Word of God! 

In other words, the right perspective agrees with God's Word. And the 
Bible says in Psalms 34:19, "Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord 
delivers us out of them all." Isaiah 54:17 promises, “No weapon formed against 
you shall prosper, and every tongue which rises against you in judgment
 you shall condemn.” The Hebrew reads like this, “No weapon turned against you 
will succeed. 
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 You will silence every voice
 raised up to accuse you.” Jesus reminds us in Matthew 19:26, “With God all things 
are possible.” Philippians 4:19 promises, “And my God shall supply all your need 
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” When you are facing problems 
the right perspective is faith and the Word of God! 

Are you facing big problems today? Are you facing seemingly 
impossible circumstances? Does it seem like the whole world has come against 
you and you just can't see any way out? Then you need to agree with Psalm 118 
where the Psalmist said, "Though all the nations of the world attack me, and even 
though they surround me and swarm me like bees; even though they blaze up 
against me like a roaring flame. Yet will I march out behind God's banner and God 
will protect me and God will help me to overcome. You did your best to kill me, 0 
my enemy, but the Lord has helped me. He is my strength and song in the heat of 
battle, and now he has given me the victory." 

The right perspective of the problems we face in life is to maintain an 
attitude that says, "I don't care what I face in life, I know no matter how hopeless 
or no matter how impossible it may seem in the natural, I have a God that is well 
able to see me through. He is the Great I Am. He has everything I need. And if He 
does not have it, then He can create it. He created the whole universe." Child of 
God, you have got to develop an unshakable confidence in God. You have got 
to be fully convinced that there is nothing too hard for our God. You have got 
to know that He loves you with an everlasting love. You have got to know that He 
is personally concerned about every one of you. He knows your needs before 
you ask. He has planned every day of your life before you were even ever born. 

The right perspective is to know the problems we face in life are 
temporary. They are not going to last forever. They to will to pass. 

The wrong perspective is that the problems we face are permanent. The 
wrong perspective is when Satan causes you to start thinking, "I am never going to 
get out of this mess." That kind of attitude just leads to despair and frustration. 
The right perspective is that every person in life faces problems and that is just 
a part of life. You have got to deal with it. The wrong perspective is, "I am being 
singled out. I am being cheated. Life is not treating me fair. I am a victim." Listen, 
it is true - problems can make you better or they can make you bitter. 
Problems can challenge us or they can control us. Problems can stretch us or 
they can stop us. 

And I want to say again, it is not the size of the problem, it is your 
perspective of the size of the problem. With the wrong perspective, you will let 
the smallest, most insignificant obstacle keep you in defeat for an entire 
lifetime. But with the right perspective, you will defeat and overcome some of the 
most incredible obstacles that you never dreamed possible. 

And remember, challenges never leave us the same. And when problems 
come don't get negative and bitter and start blaming God or blaming other 
people. If you do that, you are playing right in to the enemy's hands. That is 
exactly what he wants you to do. You have got to make it backfire on him. Use 
those adversities as “stepping stones” to get you closer to God. Lester Sumrall said, 
"I use every experience in life, as an opportunity to draw me closer to Christ." 

You can easily determine the caliber of a person by how much 
opposition it takes to discourage him. And God is looking for people in these 
last days that have a "never say die" attitude. God is looking for people that are 
strong willed and determined. God is looking for people that are resilient. God is 
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looking for people that have a made up their mind that nothing is going to 
hinder them in their walk with the Lord. 

I want you to listen closely to this next part of the message. If you take 
what I say here out of context, it will seem to contradict everything I just said. 
A problem is something you can do something about. If you can't do anything 
about it, it is not a problem, it is a fact of life and you need to learn how to deal 
with it. 

And it is imperative that you have to know the difference between a 
problem and a fact of life. If you don't, you can end up wasting valuable years 
of your life. And there is nothing Satan loves any more than to keep God's people 
so deceived that they won't go on with their lives. Child of God, the past is the 
past. You can't change the past. You have just got to keep going forward 
knowing that God has got some great things in store for you in the future. 

I know people that have been believing God for their marriage to be 
restored for 10 or 15 years. And I do not say this critically in any sense 
whatsoever. But, you know, their exhusband or exwife is happily remarried and 
going on with their lives. But they are over here hanging on and just believing 
God and praying that somehow He is going to work a miracle and change 
everything around and bring them back  together. Bur folks, you can't 
unscramble eggs. And God will not go against a person's will. He won't make 
somebody do something they are not willing to do. If He did that, He would 
make us all get saved. 

He created us with the ability to make our own decisions. And I know 
the Holy Spirit can move on us and convict us toward salvation. But what I am 
saying is God always leaves the ultimate decision up to the individual person. God 
has given us this warning in Deuteronomy 30:15, "I set before you life and death, 
you make the choice, choose life." 

And I know some of you here today, maybe this is kind of touchy 
because you are believing God that your mate, your husband or wife, will 
come back to you. I would not say anything in five million years to discourage 
you. I am simply telling you people have the right and freedom to make their own 
choices. It is true that many times we make the wrong choices, but we still 
have been given that freedom. Therefore, even though that freedom has often 
been abused, thank God that He has given it to us.

Now, listen very carefully right here because this is what I want you to 
see - one day you have got to realize that some things have changed from a 
problem  to a fact of life. You have just got to deal with it and go on with your 
life. Otherwise, you are going to allow Satan to keep you in defeat and misery for 
your whole lifetime. And if you ask me to pray for you, I am going to pray that 
God is going to send somebody so fantastic into your life, somebody with such 
a great personality, somebody so goodlooking that they will sweep you off 
your feet and you won't even remember what that old goat looked like that 
walked out on you.

But I want to make it real clear; I am not talking about believing God 
for your friends and family members to come to know Jesus as their Savior. 
That is a totally different story. Don't you ever give up on them, because the 
Bible says in 2 Peter 3:9, "God is not willing that any should perish but that all 
should come to repentance." All I am saying here is that people have to make 
up their own minds! We have been given the freedom to choose. 
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And I am convinced that many times we are trying to hang onto things 
and fix what we think are problems, but they are really not problems. They are 
just a part of life. We need to deal with it and then we need to go on knowing that 
God has got greater things in store for us. The Bible says in Romans 8:28, "And we 
know that all things work together for good to them that love the Lord." Ephesians 
3:20 reminds us, “God is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to 
accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.” 

None of us will ever understand why we have to go through certain 
things in life. We can't explain why we go through various trials and 
hardships. But here is my advice to you today: Quit dissecting the situation. Quit 
over analyzing the situation and trying to find out whose fault it is. 

I realize that some of you are surrounded by incredible problems. Your 
life may be a big mess. You don't see how you can get out of it. But my challenge 
to all of you today is to just keep the right perspective of the problem. Quit 
talking to God about how big your problems are and start talking to your 
problems about how big your God is. There is no situation you are facing that is 
too difficult for our God. 

If you are not saved, why not today? 

Everyone please stand for prayer. 

Father,
Your Word tells me that You are concerned about every thing that happens in 

my life. Therefore, I am asking You to give me the faith and courage to trust You 
with the details. I receive Your peace that I may experience Your joy. In Jesus' 
name. Amen.
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