
Attitudes of Christ #2
Christ and Unconditional Love

I Corinthians 13:1-8

        I always count it a great joy and an honor to have the opportunity to 
share with you, and today we are continuing out series titled “The Attitudes of 
Christ.” In this 13th chapter of the book of Corinthians, the Apostle Paul 
describes in great detail many of the qualities and characteristics of God's love 
that should be exhibited in our lives as believers. He talks about the fact that 
love is “patient” and “kind;” that it is “not proud” and “boastful” and on and on 
and on.

        In today’s message I want to focus on one little phrase from verse 7. The 
Amplified Version says, “Love believes the best in every person.” Another 
translation says, “Love overlooks a person’s faults.”  Therefore, as we continue in 
our journey finding ways to be conformed to the image of Christ, I want to 
challenge all of you to make up your mind to live a life of unconditional love. If 
we are going to be conformed to the image of Christ, we must be quick to show 
God's mercy. Psalm 18:25 says, “To the faithful you show yourself faithful; 
 to those with integrity you show integrity.”

        In other words, love sees the best in everybody. And every one of us, if we 
look hard enough and long enough, we can find something positive in every 
person we know. You can find some good in your worst enemies! How do we do 
that? Love overlooks a person’s faults! 

        But have you noticed that human nature tends to point out each other's 
faults? Then we start to talk about them, and pretty soon we start being 
critical of them. And what we are doing just leads to gossiping. And what we 
allow to come out of our mouths is so important in our Christian influence. 
Proverbs 18:21 gives us this warning, "Death and life are in the power of the 
tongue." With your own words, you can build people up or you can tear people 
down. And many times, when people make a mistake in life, the church world in 
general just says, "They are guilty and what we need to do is to get that kind of 
people out of our churches." And our flesh says, "Yeah, that's right. They need to 
learn their lesson."

        But that kind of attitude goes directly against the nature of our God. 
When Jesus was here on this earth, everywhere He went He reached out with 
His incredible love and mercy and compassion. And He always lifted people up. 
He always encouraged them. He always built them up. Jesus always saw the best 
in people.

And one of the greatest examples of God's love and mercy is found in 
John 8:1-11. All of you know the story. Jesus was at the temple teaching one day. 
And these religious leaders burst in there and threw a lady down right in 
front of Him. And they said with great joy, "Jesus, we caught this woman in the 
very act of adultery. She is guilty and the Law of Moses says that we should take 
her out right now and stone her. What do you think we should do, Jesus? What's 
your verdict? Surely, you are not going to disagree with what Moses said." And 
Jesus did something very significant. The Bible says, "He stooped down and 
wrote on the ground with His finger and He ignored them." The New King James 
Version says, “But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as 
though He did not hear.” 

Child of God, this is a very powerful lesson concerning the attitude of 
Christ! I believe the Holy Spirit was saying to us that when we are critical, 

1



and when we are negative, and when we are judgmental, and when we are 
filled with condemnation toward other, people, God will just ignore us. I 
believe that when we become critical and judgmental of other people, God simply 
will not listen to us. You might be thinking, "I have never heard of such a thing!” 
The Bible says in Psalm 66:18, "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear me." 

Listen, God is not pleased when we run around pointing out each 
other's faults. He doesn't jump on the bandwagon and say, "Oh, thank you so 
much for bringing to my attention what a lousy, rotten guy that guy is." Listen, 
child of God, when we are negative and critical, He just looks the other way. 
He does not want to hear that garbage. He does not listen to it. That is not why 
He put us here on this earth. And time is too late and the hour is too far spent for 
any of us to waste even one second of our precious valuable time sitting around 
criticizing and pointing out somebody else's faults. 

And some of you may wonder why some of your prayers are not being 
answered. I challenge you to constantly check up on yourselves. Make sure that 
you are living a life of unconditional love. Make sure that you are looking for 
the best in everybody. Jesus gave us this warning in Matthew 7:3, "Get the log out 
of your own eye before you try to get the speck out of your brother's eye." The 
Amplified even makes it more powerful, "How can you possibly see the tiny 
particle in your brother's eye when you've got a beam of timber in your own eye?" 

That is exactly what we have been told in Philippians 4:8, "Finally, brethren, 
whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, 
whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good 
report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy - meditate on 
these things." Just make sure that you are keeping yourself pure and stop 
worrying about somebody else's faults. Don't look for them. Overlook their 
faults and see the best in them. You see, we have got to give people a little room 
to be human. What does that mean? It means that all of us make mistakes. All of 
us have failed in some area of our lives. It means that nobody is perfect. 
Therefore, instead of always looking at the negative in someone else's life, try to 
understand that all of us make mistakes; it’s a part of human nature. 

God has made all of us different. We are all individuals. We are all 
uniquely made. And yet, one of the biggest mistakes we make is to be critical of 
our differences. We should learn to appreciate the variety that God made. 

And it is not our place to run around judging and being critical of how 
people try to live their lives. And you say, "Well, Bro. Cliff, they are doing a lot 
of things wrong, and they have got a lot of faults." Now, listen very carefully to 
what I am about to say, it is not your place to change people! It is not your 
place to change your husband or wife. I am amazed and the couples that get 
married and some of these wives start trying to change the husband before he 
can even wipe the wedding cake off his mouth! Listen, you fell in love with his 
the way he was so why are you trying to give him a major makeover the day after 
the wedding?

Changing the way people act is God's business. Your business is to love 
them the way they are! Therefore, I suggest that you let God do His business, 
which is changing people, and you do your part, which is to love people just like 
they are! 

And our calling in life is not to run around 90 miles per hour trying to 
point out everybody else's faults. Listen; stop concentrating on what we don't 
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agree on and start concentrating on what we do agree on. And, I can tell you 
that most of us are never going to agree on every little thing. I realize that I say 
things in some of my sermons that some people may not agree with, and I 
must confess that there are some things about some people that are members 
of this church that I don’t agree with! But I refuse to allow the devil to cause 
me to spend my time gripping and worrying, and complaining about something 
that really makes no difference in the Kingdom of God. But the problem is this  
most of the time we let the little things that we don't see eye to eye on, stop us 
from enjoying fellowship with each other for years and years and years. And isn't 
that pitiful? Life is too short to live that way. 

We have been given these instructions Hebrews 3:13, "Exhort one another 
daily." That word "exhort" means "to uplift,” “strengthen,” and “encourage." And 
if you are allowing anything other than uplifting, positive, faithfilled 
encouraging words to come out of your mouth about another individual or 
about another church, I can promise you it is not pleasing to the Lord, and it 
will hinder you in your walk with the Lord. 

The Bible says this in 1 Peter 3: 10, "For he that will love life, and see good 
days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile." 
Listen, the Bible is simply saying if you want to “love life” and "see good 
days” then you need to get your mouth under control! Nothing does more 
damage in the Body of Christ and nothing separates lifelong friendships any 
quicker than spreading rumors, telling lies, and gossiping about people. And 
there is no excuse that you can come up with to try to justify telling something 
about another person that is going to harm them. Whether it is true or not is not 
the issue here! Even if it is true, that is no excuse. Love overlooks a person's 
faults. Love sees the best in everybody. 

Now, back to the woman caught in adultery: these religious leaders had 
thrown that woman down, caught in the act of adultery, and Jesus just 
continued to ignore them. In John 8:7, it says that they kept on in their 
accusations. They kept on questioning Jesus about what they were to do with her. 
And finally, Jesus got so fed up with them and he looked at them and said, "Listen, 
you that are without sin, you go ahead and throw the first stone." Jesus clearly 
gave us the requirements for having the right to be judgmental and critical 
toward other people. He said, "It is okay to criticize somebody provided you meet 
this one simple requirement. And that requirement is that you have never once 
sinned yourself" 

I can't speak for you, but I can tell you with great confidence, that takes 
me out of the stone throwing, business. And all these religious leaders, they 
began to leave one by one from the oldest to the youngest. And now the only 
one that was left with that lady was the very One that had every right in the world 
to condemn her and to throw the first stone. He was the Son of God who knew no 
sin. But that's not even the nature of our God. He just simply looked at her and 
said, "Woman, where are all your accusers? Hasn't anybody condemned you?" 
And she no doubt looked up for the first time, looked all around, and much to 
her surprise, all these religious hypocrites were gone. And she said, in a broken 
quiet voice, "Lord, no man has accused me. No man is condemning me now." And 
Jesus looked at her through His incredible eyes of love and mercy and compassion 
and He said, "Neither do I condemn you. Go and just don't sin anymore." 

What was the biggest difference between the attitude of Jesus and the 
religious leaders? Jesus looked past the sin and saw the person! The problem in 
far too many of our churches today is this: they mistake the sin for the person! In 
other words, they only see that drunk, or that gay, or that prostitute, or that 
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druggy! But Jesus always looks past the sin and sees the person!

Jesus is such a tremendous example for us to follow. Our God is so full 
of mercy. He is so kind and so compassionate. He always sees the best in people. 
He sees your potential. He overlooks your faults. He knows you are just human. 
He knows you are going to make mistakes. But the good news today is God is 
not in the condemning, criticizing business. He is in the loving business. God is 
love. And, child of God, when you show love, you are sharing God.

Notice Jesus, He didn’t belittle the woman. He didn’t chew her out. He 
didn’t tell her she was on her way to hell. He simply loved her. And love never 
fails. You say, "But, Bro. Cliff, she was wrong. She was living in sin. She was 
guilty." But, child of God, those who are guilty need God’s grace and mercy. 
And the next time you are tempted to be hard and judgmental and critical 
toward somebody that has made a mistake, you need to think about where you 
would be without the love and mercy of God. We would all be on our way to hell.

See, when you are hard and judgmental and critical toward people, all 
you are really doing is planting bad seeds. And one day, you have got to know 
you are eventually going to reap what you plant.  Jesus has given us this warning 
in Matthew 7:1-2, “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. For you will 
be treated as you treat others. The standard you use in judging is the standard by 
which you will be judged.”

Listen, child of God, when you are unwilling, to show mercy, when you 
are unwilling to show God's love, and when you are unwilling to forgive 
people, you burn the bridge that you may very well need to travel yourself one 
day. And see, I would be very careful not to criticize anybody until I first 
walked in his or her shoes. You don't know what they have gone through in life. 
You don't know what hardships and what pain and what rejection and what 
trauma they may have endured. All you can see is the surface. You don't really 
know what environment they were raised in. You don't know what hurts they 
may have so wrongly suffered. And it is so easy to see somebody that makes a 
mistake and we just point at him or her and say, "Man look at that. They are wrong. 
They are guilty. They need to be dealt with." And yet we don't know anything 
about them. We just judge them too quickly. 

But when we have the attitude of the mind of Christ we will have a love 
that overlooks a person's mistakes. We will have a love that encourages people 
to get back on the right path. We will have the compassion that puts our arms 
around somebody and love them and hug them and hold them and comfort them in 
their time of need. We will have the mercy that God so freely gave to us. Child 
of God, that is the least we could do. 

The Bible tells us that love overlooks faults. Love overlooks mistakes 
and love shows mercy. Jesus said in Matthew 5:7, "Blessed are the merciful for 
they shall obtain mercy." And what we have to realize in life is that at one time 
or another all of us are going to need God's mercy. So we need to learn to show 
mercy to other people so that God will be quick to show mercy to us. 

The Bible says in Galatians 6:1, "When a person falls into sin, you who are 
spiritual should restore him with all gentleness." One translation says to "quietly 
help him get back on track." Notice it does not say anything about being critical 
or judging him or condemning him. It talks about quietly getting him back on 
track.

Therefore, I challenge you to let your lives overflow with God's love and 
God's mercy. Life is too short to get caught up in our petty differences and our 
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petty misunderstandings! Give people the benefit of the doubt. Give them a little 
room to be the person God's called them to be. Remember, nobody is perfect. 
Overlook their faults and be quick to see the best in everybody. As your Pastor, I 
challenge you to show God's mercy because we know we are all going to need 
it one day. And my prayer today is that all of us will make up our minds and 
determine in our hearts that we are going to live a life of unconditional love.

If you are not saved, why not today?

Please stand for prayer.

Father,
Give me the courage to live my life in such a manner that others might know 

that I indeed to have the mind of Christ. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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If you are not saved, why not today?

Everyone please stand for prayer.

Father,

Give me the courage the live my life in such a manner that others 
might know that I indeed do have the mind of Christ. In Jesus name. Amen.
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