
Attitudes of Christ #1
Christ and Forgiveness

Philippians 2:58

           When you look into the night sky do you realize the tiny stars you see 
are huge heavenly bodies? Some over a thousand million miles in diameter. 
Because they are so far away, we need a telescope to magnify them so that we can 
see them more clearly. To the unsaved person, Jesus is like the stars viewed 
without a telescope; a misty historical figure who lives over twenty centuries 
ago. Christians are the telescopes through which Jesus is seen more clearly. 
Think of it, your life is a “lens” that magnifies Jesus to the world.

           As we move further into 2015, the hand of God moves ever closer to 
midnight on the timepiece of humanity’s climatic consummation, and God is 
calling out a Church that is being “conformed to the image of his Son.” Here 
at Mountain Grove Church, we believe in new beginnings and we believe in 
you! Your life is full of potential, and the decisions that you make today can 
determine your destiny.

            Philippians 2:5 is a passage of Scripture I have used many times before 
concerning “the mind of Christ.” Therefore, I want to begin with a series of 
messages based on the kind of life that Christ wants us to live in order to 
exhibit to the world, and to each other, His life-changing power. And I have 
titled this series "The Attitudes of Christ."

      One of the most important things that we can do in our Christian life is 
to routinely examine ourselves and make sure that everything we are doing 
and everything about us is well pleasing to the Lord. The bible says in Hebrews 
12:1, "Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us.” The 
Greek reads, “trips us up.”

      And I want to begin this series with this message that I have titled, 
"Christ and Forgiveness." I realize that I have dealt with subject on many 
occasions, but I am convinced that one of the greatest weights, or greatest 
hindrances, that keeps people from living an overcoming, victorious Christian 
life is the fact that people harbor so much unforgiveness and bitterness in their 
lives.

     Jesus talked often about the importance of living a life of forgiveness. 
But He summed it up best in Matthew 6:15 when He said, "If you are not willing to 
forgive other people their trespasses against you, then your Father in heaven is 
going to be unwilling to forgive you your trespasses."

      Forgiving someone is one of the hardest things you will ever do. When 
we talk about forgiveness, we are, at the same time, talking about injustice 
because forgiveness cannot exist with injustice. If there is no offense, there is no 
need to forgive.

I have no doubt that, in one way or another, all of us, in this building, 
have experienced some form of injustice, hurt, pain, or abuse. Husbands cheat 
on their wives. Children rebel against their parents. Parents abuse their children. 
Pastors injure their church members. Bosses mistreat employees. Teachers 
hurt their students. Friends betray or say hurtful things. The list goes on and 
on. Unfortunately, unlike computers, there is no "delete key" that we can 
push that will erase reality.

It is possible to choose to disregard those moments of cruelty, maybe, 
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with some time; we can be free from their pain as well. But past injustices are 
fastened in our memories like nails. 

Therefore, as we begin this new series, I want to challenge all of you 
today to make a quality decision to live a life of forgiveness. To do that you 
have got to make up your mind to release all of that hurt, release all that pain, 
release all that bitterness and just totally wholeheartedly forgive everybody 
that has ever done you any wrong! Maybe your husband walked out on you and 
left you with all these kids to raise. And you have just got so much anger and 
hatred in your heart toward him. You just don't think you will ever be able to 
forgive. You just don't think you will ever be able to love again. But no matter 
how painful or difficult it may be, you have got to forgive him before you can 
go on with your life. You have got to release it once and for all.

The truth of the matter is that when you don't forgive somebody, you 
are not hurting him or her; you are not affecting them at all. All you are really 
doing is hurting yourself. And all of us know people today that are mad at God. 
They are angry because something happened in their life. Listen, I hate to 
disappoint you, but just because you are mad at God doesn’t mean He is 
having a bad day. God is not affected. 

And when we don't forgive other people, all we are really doing is 
poisoning our own selves. And I know some of you here today; you have very, 
very painful memories. Maybe you were mistreated or even abused when you 
were a child and you are harboring all this unforgiveness and you just can’t seem 
to let it go. And you say, "Bro. Cliff, that is the past and I have put all of that stuff 
behind me. After all, the past is the past." But, with all due respect, your 
unforgiveness is like poison that is stored deep down on the inside of you and 
it does affect you and influence you in many areas of your life without you 
even realizing it. And you can't just try to sweep this stuff under the rug and 
act like it doesn't exist or try to deny the fact that it ever happened, because 
eventually it is going to rise to the surface and cause you problems. The deeper 
you bury it, the longer you hold on to it, the more you put it off, the harder it is 
going to be to eventually deal with. 

And the point I am making is that all this hurt and pain locked up on 
the inside is going surface at some later time. And how will it surface? We are 
all different in our emotions, but in some people it is simply anger. We all know 
people that just blow up and get really angry over the smallest, most 
insignificant problem. Their anger is seemingly unrelated to the events taking 
place. What is happening with these people? They have so much unresolved 
anger on the inside of them that it is trying to escape any way it possibly can.

Some of you in this very service today don't really know why you act a 
certain way. You don't know why you feel a certain way. There are issues in 
your life that you know are not right. You know they are not pleasing to God but 
you just kind of keep sweeping it under the rug and you don't want to deal 
with it. You just keep denying it. You just hope that one day it will improve. 

Please do not misunderstand what I am saying. I am not saying you 
ought to call Jack  and set up an appointment. I am simply saying that we ought 
to go to God and say, "God, examine my life God and show me the reason why I 
act the way I act. Show me the reason why I feel this way. God, show me what is 
causing all these insecurities and fears and weaknesses." And I promise you if 
you do that God will show you and then you can begin to deal with it and go 
on living the victorious, abundant Christian life that God wants you to live. 
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You see, sometimes we have lived with our anger, resentment, bitterness, 
and unforgiveness so long that we just sort of accept it as the way we are. And 
we try to justify our feelings by saying, "God, I'm just not a very loving, forgiving 
person. God, I have just been hurt too many times. I just can't do it God." And 
when you allow all that anger and resentment and bitterness to build up in 
your life, you mistakenly think it is not hurting anything. But it is slowly 
destroying your life. And it is stopping the flow of God's blessings and God's 
favor in your life. 

Listen, I am convinced if you have a willing heart, if you have a sincere 
desire, if you really want to forgive, even if you don't have enough strength to 
do it on your own, God will give you the supernatural strength to forgive. 

Why do I believe that God takes the initiative in the forgiving process? 
Because He was the first being in history that was offended! 

Before sin entered into history, there was nothing to forgive. But when 
Lucifer rebelled, followed by Adam and Eve, the offense was against God 
himself. For the first time in history of the universe, a Being suffered pain, 
injustice, and was offended. 

And since God was the first Being to be offended, He was the first to take 
action to forgive as implied in Genesis 3:1415, "Then the Lord God said to the 
serpent, “Because you have done this, you are cursed
 more than all animals, domestic and wild. You will crawl on your belly, groveling 
in the dust as long as you live. And I will cause hostility between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring. He will strike] your head, 
and you will strike his heel.” 

Therefore, we need to understand that forgiveness was not created by 
man, but for man. And where there is sin and offenses, it is God's desire that we 
forgive as well as seen in Ephesians 4:32, "Be kind to each other, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.” Colossians 
3:13 says almost the identical thing, "Make allowance for each other’s faults, and 
forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must 
forgive others."

That is why Jesus said in John 13:15, "I have given you an example to 
follow. Do as I have done to you." When it comes to forgiveness, Jesus is our 
example. If He has mercifully forgiven our illspoken words, our corrupt deeds 
and our sinful thoughts, shouldn't we do the same for others? 

By the way, forgiving someone doesn’t mean you two will be the best of 
pals from now on or that he or she will suddenly be a person of trust. It simply 
means that you refuse to hoard unforgiveness, and anger, and bitterness, and 
resentment against them. It means that you have made a choice to follow God's 
will for your life.

Listen to what we have been told in Philippians 3:13, "Forget what lies 
behind and reach forward to what lies ahead." Many people have a real hangup 
with this scripture. They come to me and say, "Bro. Cliff, how can I ever forget 
the past'? How can I ever possibly forget what has happened to me? Even if I could 
forgive, but how can I ever forget?"

I am convinced that the problem here is that we have missed what the 
God is saying in this verse. Do you remember that I said earlier “There is no 
delete button in your mind”? You can't forget a terribly painful experience in 
your life. You can't forget a bitter divorce that you went through.
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If that is true, and it is, what is the Holy Spirit really saying to us here in 
Philippians 3:13? I believe, when he says, "forget what lies behind” He is simply 
saying, “Surrender your right for vengeance and stop dwelling on it.” God doesn’t 
expect us to purge our memory of our past hurts and pains. He just doesn’t 
want us to constantly relive all those painful memories every other day. You 
will never go on with your life if you continue do that. You have got to forgive 
the people that have wronged you. Once and for all, give it to God. Just release 
it and then quit thinking about it. Quit dwelling on it. Don’t dwell on the 
negative side of that memory whatsoever.

Now your next logical question is, “How in the world can I accomplish 
that?” God in His wisdom has given us the answer in 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 when 
He says, “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 
For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down 
strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against 
the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ.”

Now listen carefully right here: God considers that unforgiveness, and 
anger, and bitterness, and resentment as a “stronghold” that Satan has on 
your mind. With that thought in mind, God says WE have to make the choice 
to break that “stronghold” by the way we think! Therefore, He says we are to 
bring those thoughts of unforgiveness, anger, bitterness and resentment “into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ.”

But what does that mean to our everyday living? It simply means that 
every time you see that person, or hear his or her name mentioned, hear a 
song that reminds you of your past pain and hurt, and that unforgiveness, 
anger, resentment and bitterness rises up in your mind (and it will – Satan will 
see that it does) you simply bring those thoughts “into captivity.” And you do 
that by your confession of faith that says, “Father, I confess that I have forgiven 
(call his or her name) from those past hurts! And I rebuke those thoughts as from 
Satan and choose to live my life free from this bondage.”  And I can tell you that 
is not the last time you will have to go through this process because Satan 
doesn’t give us easily. But stay true to your confession and God will see you 
through to victory!

Ladies and gentlemen, God wants to take your scars and turn them into 
stars for His glory. And the truth of the matter is that your past does not have 
to come back and haunt you. It can be a trophy to remind you of what an 
awesome God we serve. And I challenge you again today examine your heart. 
Ask  God to point out anything in you that is displeasing to Him. Lets be quick 
to get rid of all these weights that are holding us back from being our best for the 
Lord. 

If you are not saved, why not today? 

Everyone please stand for prayer.

Father, I realize that unforgiveness is a sign of self-centeredness. I am trying 
to face up to my disappointments. I am going to stop using them for making 
excuses for my own behavior. Give me the grace to forgive others even as Christ, 
through His grace, has forgiven me. In Jesus' name. Amen. 
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