
Acts #31
Paul At Work in Corinth

Acts 18:1-28

 From Athens, Paul made his way to Corinth, one of the greatest cities of 
his day. It was known for several things: its bronze and pottery works; its 
great sporting events (shaped in the fashion of our present-day Olympics); 
and its immorality and wickedness (much like our larger cities of today). From 
a cultured, refined city like Athens, Paul takes the Gospel to the wicked city of 
Corinth.

 Therefore, look with me as we study Acts 18, beginning in verses 1-3, “After 
these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth; And found a certain 
Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; 
(because that Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and came 
unto them. And because he was of the same craft, he abode with them, and 
wrought: for by their occupation they were tentmakers.”

 It was customary for Jewish fathers to teach their sons a trade, even if 
the sons were going to be rabbis.  Paul’s trade was tent making, a skill which 
he used profitably to support his ministry at Corinth.

 Paul recognized that a preacher’s living should come from his ministry, as 
seen in 1 Corinthians 9:14, “Even so hath the Lord ordained that they who preach 
the gospel should live of the gospel.”  The Greek reads like this, “In the same way, 
the Lord gave orders that those who preach the Good News should be supported by 
those who benefit from it.”  But in Paul’s missionary work to the Jews, he 
deliberately paid his own way so that no one could accuse him of “preaching for 
money.”

 It was through his trade that he met a Christian couple with whom he 
lived and ministered while establishing the church in Corinth. It must have 
given Paul much relief to fellowship these saints, for he had no family of his 
own, and his travels made it difficult to fellowship too long in any one place.

 We really do not know much about Aquila and Priscilla, except they 
were Jews who had been living in Rome, but had been forced to leave that city 
because of the edict of the Emperor Claudius who was provoked because of a 
disturbance in the Jewish community in Rome.  The problem seemed to come 
from the fact that the Christian Jews in Rome had become the objects of 
harassment and persecution of their Jews brothers in the flesh.  The Jews 
generally were not looked upon with favor by the Roman population, and Claudius 
the emperor may have been concerned lest there break out a race riot.  Therefore, 
he soled the problem by asking all the Jews to leave.
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 Look at verses 4-11, “And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and 
persuaded the Jews and the Greeks. And when Silas and Timothy were come from 
Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was 
Christ. And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he shook his raiment, 
and said unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean: from now on 
I will go unto the Gentiles. And he departed from there, and entered into a certain 
man's house, named Titus Justus, one who worshipped God, whose house was next 
to the synagogue. And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the 
Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were 
baptized. Then spoke the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but 
speak, and hold not thy peace: For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to 
hurt thee: for I have much people in this city. And he continued there a year and six 
months, teaching the word of God among them.”

 Paul began in the synagogue, but that lasted but a short time, and this 
becomes a pivotal passage.  This is the first time Paul leaves the synagogue 
voluntarily. Before this he had always been forced out, but now he walks out and 
enters into a house right next to the synagogue.  The witness to Israel is about to 
end. The Church began at Pentecost with not a single Gentile, but as we move 
on in our journey through Acts, the Jewish element gradually declines, until 
the Church becomes largely Gentile in its character.

 Look at verses 18-22, “And Paul after this tarried there yet a good while, and 
then took his leave of the brethren, and sailed thence into Syria, and with him 
Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn his head in Cenchreae (sen-kre-ah): for he had a 
vow. And he came to Ephesus, and left them there: but he himself entered into the 
synagogue, and reasoned with the Jews. When they desired him to tarry longer 
time with them, he consented not; But bade them farewell, saying, I must by all 
means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem: but I will return again unto you, if 
God will. And he sailed from Ephesus. And when he had landed at Caesarea, and 
gone up, and greeted the church, he went down to Antioch.”

 This is a strange verse because the vow mentioned in verse 18 involving 
letting the hair grow must have been some kind of Nazarite vow (Numbers 8).  
It is hard to realize that Paul, the great exponent of grace, would continue to 
place himself under a legal obligation, taking a vow, and having his head to 
indicate that he had thus committed himself.

 His vow and his decision to go to Jerusalem seem to overshadow his 
commission to preach.  At Ephesus he was well received in the synagogue and 
even invited to stay longer, which was something unheard of before. It is all too 
easy for any of us to get our focus on our own agenda and get sidetracked from 
God’s will for our lives.
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 Look at verses 23-28, “And after he had spent some time there, he departed, 
and went over all the country of Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the 
disciples. And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, 
and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus. This man was instructed in the way 
of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spoke and taught diligently the 
things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. And he began to speak 
boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him 
unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly. And when he 
was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to 
receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed 
through grace: For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publicly, showing by 
the scriptures that Jesus was Christ.”
 
 This man Apollos, a Jew from Alexandria, is identified as an orator of 
great ability who was well versed in the Scriptures. Being a faithful Jew, he 
visited the synagogues proclaiming the message of God. The Bible says that he 
was preaching “the baptism of John (the Baptist).” The only problem was that he 
was preaching the coming of Messiah, and He had already come and ascended 
back to the Father.

 Therefore, the Bible gives us this insight that Aquila and Priscilla “took him 
and expounded to him the way of God more accurately.”  They knew that the 
success of this man would depend on the power of the message he proclaimed, 
not so much in the eloquent manner in which he spoke.

 When J. Wilbur Chapman as a young man was called to pastor an 
influential church in Philadelphia, a group of laymen of that church met with 
him.  A spokesman for the group said frankly, “We know that you are young and 
totally incapable of pasturing this church successfully.  We want you to know, 
however, that we have banded ourselves together to back you up with our influence 
and prayers.  We have pledged ourselves with God’s help and ours you will not 
fail.”  The remarkable ministry of J. Wilbur Chapman can be attributed in 
large measure to the faithfulness of these dedicated men who believed that he 
was God’s man and faithfully stood by his side through the years. 

 Listen; there are no prima donnas in the work of Christ, for each man 
has his limitations and weaknesses.  In other words, there are no “little 
people” in the Body of Christ and there are no “insignificant” ministries 
either. Every ministry is important, as seen in 1 Corinthians 12:18-22, “They 
cannot say to the hand, I don’t need you! And the head cannot say to the feet, I 
don’t need you! On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable.” 
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 Small ministries often make the greatest difference. The most important 
light in my home is not the chandelier in our dining room but the little night 
light that keeps me from stubbing my toe when I get up to use the bathroom at 
night.  It is small, but it is more useful to me that the light that is always looking 
good.

Therefore, Aquila and Priscilla represent that marvelous host of 
Christians who shine as stars of the second magnitude, but whose influence is 
so mighty in the lives of others. What a wonderful ministry is the ministry of 
being an encourager!

 Not only is every ministry important, every ministry is intertwined with 
all the others.  What exactly does that mean? It means that every person has 
their place of service and dedication in every church, and no one ministry can 
accomplish all the church is called to do. Therefore, we must depend on and 
cooperate with each other. That is, church ministry is like a jigsaw puzzle, 
every piece is required to complete the picture.  When one part of your body 
malfunctions, the other parts do not work as well. And that means that every 
time you do not fulfill your place, something goes undone.

 Aquila and Priscilla will go down in history, not because they were great 
preachers, or teachers, or singer standing in the limelight, but because of 
their love, commitment, and encouragement to the man of God!  

 If you are not saved, why not come tonight?
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