
Acts #30
Paul’s Tribute To The God

Acts 17:1-34

 As we continue traveling with Paul on his second missionary journey, 
we will see him in three different cities, and we will be able to see three 
different reactions to the Gospel. Look with me as we begin with verses 1-9, 
“Now when they had passed through Amphipolis (am-fip-o-lis) and Apollonia (ap-
ol-lo-ne-ah), they came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: And 
Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three Sabbath days reasoned with 
them out of the scriptures, Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have 
suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto 
you, is Christ. And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and 
of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few. But the 
Jews, who believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain vile fellows of 
the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and 
assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people. And when 
they found them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the 
city, crying, These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also, 
Whom Jason hath received: and these all do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, 
saying that there is another king, one Jesus. And they troubled the people and the 
rulers of the city, when they heard these things. And when they had taken security 
of Jason, and of the other, they let them go.”

 The Acts of the Apostles covers a period of thirty years and is centered 
around thirteen cities of the ancient world: Jerusalem, the two Antiochs, 
Lystra, Derbe, Iconium, Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth, 
Ephesus, and Rome.  Of these Thessalonica is interesting because, as the 
modern Salonika, a port city of Northeast Greece, prominent in the history of 
the Greek War of 1914-1918, is one of the few on the list that survive today.

 Thessalonica was a busy city situated on the main highway to Rome. 
There were many Jews in the city, so Paul started (as was his policy) in the 
synagogue, reasoning with them for three weeks. He opened the Scriptures to 
them, which is the duty of all who teach or preach the Word. Some Jews believed; 
a multitude of Greeks who were Jewish proselytes believed; and many of the 
chief women. But, as is always the case, Satan brought opposition from the 
unbelievers.

 They used the “rabble” of the marketplace to oppose Paul. The apostles 
had been staying with a man by the name of Jason, so it was his house on 
which the mob centered its attack. If he is the same Jason mentioned in Romans 
16:21, then he was a kinsman to Paul, which would explain his hospitality and the 
reason for the attack.
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 A quick study will reveal that these Jews used the very same accusations that 
were made against Christ, “…and these all do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, 
saying that there is another king, one Jesus.”  Listen to similarity to the words of 
Luke 23:2, “And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this fellow 
perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he 
himself is Christ, a king.” But, that is not what Jesus said at all!  One of the 
ways that Satan tries to cause division in the Body of Christ is to tell “half-
truths” and then to make the lie sound believable. Satan’s crowd will always 
find a way to twist what has been said and/or done to meet their own selfish needs! 
And if they tell it often enough, they will pretty soon find someone that will 
believe what they are saying is true!

 If you will read 1 and 2 Thessalonians (which Paul wrote from Corinth a 
little while later) you can see what a broad picture of doctrine Paul had given 
these people in just three weeks. He must have told them of the coming 
kingdom of Christ, the rise of the Man of Sin, etc.  We must never be afraid to 
stand on the Word of God, regardless with whom we are speaking.  

 Paul’s ministry must have been very effective for they accused him of 
turning the world upside down in just three weeks.

 Look at verses 10-14, “And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and 
Silas by night unto Berea: who, coming there went into the synagogue of the Jews. 
These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things 
were so. Therefore many of them believed; also of honorable women, which were 
Greeks, and of men, not a few. But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge 
that the word of God was preached of Paul at Berea, they came there also, and 
stirred up the people. And then immediately the brethren sent away Paul to go as it 
were to the sea: but Silas and Timothy abode there still.”

 That night, Paul, Silas, and Timothy set off for Berea, 40 miles away. 
They left behind a local church that continued to witness for Christ.  In fact, in 
1 Thessalonians 1:6-10, Paul congratulated them for getting the Gospel out so 
effectively.

 Berea was on the “byway” instead of the “highway,” but it was where 
God wanted Paul and his company to go. How refreshing it must have been to 
meet Jews such as those at Berea.  God knew that Paul and his company needed 
encouragement and refreshing, and they found both in Berea.
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 We would do well today to follow their example:  (1) They received the 
Word; (2) They were of ready mind; (3) They searched the Scriptures and 
tested the preacher; (4) They studied the Word daily.

 While the Thessalonian Christians were busy sending out the Gospel, 
Satan was busy stirring up trouble; and he sent some of his “missionaries” to 
Berea.  It is amazing how Satan hates the simple preaching of the Word of 
God.  As long as Satan can keep us bogged down in some disagreement, or can 
keep preachers preaching some “social gospel” then he seems almost passive, but 
when the Word of God is preached in it’s fullness, trouble will soon follow. 

 Look at verses 15-34, “And they that conducted Paul brought him unto 
Athens: and receiving a commandment unto Silas and Timothy to come to him 
with all speed, they departed. Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit 
was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry. Therefore 
disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in 
the market place daily with them that met with him. Then certain philosophers of 
the Epicureans, and of the Stoics, encountered him. And some said, What will this 
babbler say? Other, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he 
preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection. And they took him, and brought 
him unto Areopagus (a-re-op-a-gus), saying, May we know what this new doctrine, 
of which thou speakest, is? For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears. We 
would know, therefore, what these things mean. (For all the Athenians and 
strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to 
hear some new thing.) Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men 
of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are very religious. For as I passed by, and 
beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN 
GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. God that 
made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, 
dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men's hands, 
as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all 
things; And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face 
of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of 
their habitation; That they should seek the Lord, if perhaps they might feel after 
him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: For in him we live, 
and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we 
are also his offspring. Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not 
to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and 
man's device. And the times of this ignorance God overlooked, but now 
commandeth all men every where to repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in 
the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath 
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him 
from the dead. And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: 
and others said, We will hear thee again of this matter. So Paul departed from 
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among them. Nevertheless, certain men joined him, and believed: among the which 
was Dionysius (di-on-ish-yus) the Areopagite (a-re-op-a-jite), and a woman named 
Damaris (dam-a-ris), and others with them.”
 
 Paul came to Athens as a sightseer and turned into a soul-winner. 
Athens was different from any other place that Paul had visited, since it was, 
indeed, unique. It was the most celebrated city in Greece, the home of literature 
and art, famous in politics and thought. Although under the Romans at this time, 
Athens was still the intellectual center and university city of the world, so that 
its importance can hardly be exaggerated.  Paul at Tarsus had come under the 
influence of Greek culture, and must have realized the outstanding 
importance of Athens; for he was able to appreciate it’s learning and admire 
its glories. Most important of all, he was able, as a true servant of Christ, to realize 
its spiritual needs.

 Although, this famous city was a center of religion and culture, all Paul 
could see was sin and superstition.  Therefore, he disputed with the Jews in 
the synagogue, but apparently had little or no success.  Paul then followed the 
pattern of the Greek teachers, and took his message to the market place where the 
men assembled to debate or transact business. 

 Two main philosophies controlled Athens at that time.  The “Stoics” 
were materialistic and almost fatalistic in their thinking.  It was a system built 
on pride and personal independence.  Nature was their god, and they believed 
that all nature was gradually moving toward a great climax.  You might say 
they were equal to our modern day pantheistic thinkers, such as Unitarianism.

 The “Epicureans” aimed for pleasure, and they based their philosophy 
on experience, not reason. They were almost atheistic. The Epicureans did not 
believe in divine intervention, and if there was a God, He just started everything in 
motion, and let it run its course.

 It did not take Paul very long to get an audience, and soon after that he 
was taken to “Areopagus” (a-re-op-a-gus), their official court also called 
“Mar’s Hill.” And Paul used the opportunity to preach one of his greatest 
sermons.

 He began politely by saying, “I see that you are very religious.”  He called 
attention to an altar TO THE UNKNOWN GOD, and used this to preach to 
them about the True God about whom they were ignorant. When Paul used 
the word “ignorant” he got their attention, for they prided themselves in their 
intelligence.
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 Therefore, look with me at four great truths of his message:

 1. God is the Creator.  The Greeks believed different theories about 
creation, and even held to a form of evolution.  Paul clearly states that God has 
created everything and that He does not live in men’s temples.  He gives life to all, 
and men can really give Him nothing as far as needed things.

 2. God is the Governor.  He appoints the bounds of the nations.  Through 
His government of the nations, He seeks to make men seek Him and find Him. 
Paul even quotes one of their own writers (verse 28) to show that God is the 
sustainer of life. This does not mean the Greek poet was right, but rather that 
his statement agreed with divine truth. Again Paul diplomatically pointed out 
that their temples and images were foolish and ignorant.

 3. God is Savior. Notice how Paul wipes away the great Greek 
culture by calling it “times of ignorance.”  With all their wisdom and culture, 
they failed to find God, as seen by the evidence of their statue to the UNKNOWN 
GOD. God commanded men everywhere to repent, and if they will repent He 
will forgive.

 4. God is the Judge.  God has appointed a day of judgment, and His 
judge will be His Son, Jesus Christ.  God proved this by raising Him from the 
dead.  If we trust Christ today, He will save us; if we reject Christ today, 
tomorrow He will judge us.

 Their reactions were mixed: some mocked, some delayed; and some 
believed.  The same is still true today:  there are those that mock at the Word 
of God, and their need for salvation; there are those that know in their hearts 
that they need to put their faith in Christ, but they keep putting it off; and 
there are those that are willing to confess that they are in need of a Savior, and 
thus invited Christ into their hearts.

 Find your place in God’s will for your life.
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