
Acts #27
Apostolic Christianity

Acts 14:1-28

 In our study of the Book of Acts, we continue with chapter 14, and as a 
background for the exposition of the whole chapter, we will look at verse 27, “And 
when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they reviewed all that 
God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the 
Gentiles.”

 As we expound the Word of the Lord, we must remember that we are 
not talking about modern Christianity, European Christianity, or American 
Christianity. The subject apostolic Christianity, the kind that was delivered to 
the world under the hands of the apostles. What was apostolic Christianity, how 
did it begin, and how did it progress?

 The first observation is that apostolic Christianity was a flame and a 
fire. It was a sword and a riot. It was a challenge and a confrontation. Look at 
the Word of the Lord.  God called Saul and Barnabas for a stated assignment, 
“for the work whereunto I have sent thee.”  This is God’s work, which is 
mandated from heaven.  So these men, emissaries from heaven, with the Word 
of the Living God in their souls, went forth, sent by the Holy Spirit of the 
Lord.  The record of that missionary journey begins in Acts 13.  How did it end?
 The missionary endeavor ended in an uproar, in a persecution, in an 
expelling out of the city and from the whole country.  We are told in Acts 13:50, 
“But the Jews stirred up the devout and honorable women, and the chief men of the 
city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of 
their borders.”  This is how their mission ended in Pisidian Antioch.

 So Paul and Barnabas went to Iconium to preach the gospel of the Lord 
God.  How did their efforts end in Iconium?  We are told in Acts 14:4-5, “But 
the multitude of the city was divided; and part held with the Jews, and part with the 
apostles. And when there was an assault made both of the Gentiles, and also of the 
Jews with their rulers, to use them despitefully, and to stone them.”

 Paul and Barnabas fled to Lystra.  How did their missionary endeavor 
end in Lystra?  We are told once more in Acts 14:19, “And there came there 
certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people, and, having 
stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead.”

 Remember that we are talking about apostolic, or New Testament, 
Christianity and not bland, harmless, modern Christianity.  Are you not 
surprised that the Word of God and the precious preaching of the love of 
Jesus should ensue in division, confusion, stormy persecutions, stonings, blood 
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and death?  One would think that surely the sweet message from heaven would 
bring peace on the earth. It is just the opposite. There is no peace, there is no 
rest, and there in no quiet.  There is division in the town and in the city. There is 
rioting, there is persecution, there in stoning, there is blood, and there is 
death. How could such a thing be? Remember, we are talking about the early 
church, and real New Testament Christianity, the Christianity of the Bible.

 The answer is obvious as I read the Bible.  First of all, New Testament 
Christianity was a challenge to evil, wickedness, heathenism, and wrong 
wherever it was found.  It was fierce and courageous.  That has always been the 
way of God.  It is not peculiar to Acts 13 and 14. That has been the way of God 
throughout the centuries.

 For example, in the Old Testament Ahab said to Naboth, “I would love to 
have your little garden next to the palace in which to raise roses, petunias, and all 
kind of pretty plants.” According to the Word of God, Naboth replied, “I cannot 
sell the inheritance of my fathers. God has allotted that to my family forever.  I 
cannot do it.” So Ahab sulked, went to bed, would not eat, and turned his face 
to the wall.

 Jezebel asked him, “Why do you not eat? Why do you lie in bed? Why do 
you turn your face to the wall?”

 Ahab answered, “I want the vineyard of Naboth next to our palace.  He will 
not give it to me.”

 So Jezebel said, “I will get it for you.”

So she hired witnesses and accused Naboth of blaspheming God and of 
being a traitor to the king. Then they took Naboth out and stoned him to 
death.

 Jezebel came and said to Ahab, “Arise, possess. Naboth is dead.  Take the 
vineyard.”

 So in gladness, Ahab rose up and went into the vineyard of Naboth.

 Then the Scripture says, “But God…” That is always the concluding 
paragraph and sentence.  The Lord said to Elijah, “Arise up and meet Ahab.  He 
is in the vineyard of Naboth.”

 When Ahab rose to enter and possess the vineyard of Naboth, there 
stood the prophet of God, Elijah.  When Ahab saw him he said, “Hast thou found 
me, O mine enemy?”
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 Elijah said, “In the place that the dongs licked up the blood of Naboth, shall 
dogs lick up your blood.”  That is God.

It is no different in the New Testament.  John the Baptist stood before 
Herod Antipas who had enticed and wooed away his brother’s wife, Herodias.  
John the Baptist confronted the king and said, “It is not right for you to have your 
brother’s wife.”  That is God.

 It was the Lord Himself who said in Matthew 10:33-34, “But whosever shall 
deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven. 
Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I come not to send peace, but a 
sword.”

 That is New Testament Christianity, and it faces evil, paganism, and 
atheism courageously and fearlessly.

 How does New Testament Christianity create confrontation and 
trouble? It is a noncompromising faith. It is all-inclusive and authoritarian.  
New Testament Christianity never says, “I will give a little and I will take a little.”  
There is no room for any other god or any other faith.  It is truth itself!

 Have you ever considered why Rome persecuted the Christian faith? 
The Roman Empire was the most lenient and sympathetic of any empire. We 
sometimes have a wrong concept of the Roman Empire. It was a conquering 
force under the iron hand of the Caesars, but when it conquered a province, it 
was most gracious in the administration of the government.  Whatever the 
people wanted to do, whatever god they chose to worship, the Roman Empire 
was most lenient and understanding.  Then why did the Roman Empire 
persecute Christians?

 The answer is obvious. Agrippa, the friend of Julius Caesar, had built in 
Rome an arena where all gods were worshiped. They would conquer Athens, 
and Athens worshiped Athena, the goddess of the Athenians. They would 
conquer Egypt, and Egypt worshiped Isis and Osiris.  They placed in the 
arena a beautiful statue of Isis and Osiris. For every province they conquered, 
they placed the god of that province in the arena.

 When the gospel of Christ was preached, the Romans offered a place 
right beside the statue of Jupiter a statue of Jesus Christ. But the Christian 
apostles said that Jesus could not be placed alongside any other gods. They 
proclaimed, “He is Lord alone.” 
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 That is why the Roman Empire persecuted the Christians. You do not 
stitch the Christian faith to some dirty old rag of paganism or heathenism or 
atheism. Christianity is a seamless robe. You do not add to it, you do not take 
away from it, and you do not tear it apart.  It is woven one throughout!

 The Christian faith is noncomprosing. It faces evil fearlessly. Did the 
Lord not say in Jeremiah 23:29, “Is not my word like a fire?…and like a hammer 
that breaketh the rock in pieces?”  Daniel said in Daniel 2:34-35, “Thou sawest 
until a stone was cut without hands, which smoted the image upon its feet that 
were of iron and clay, and broke them to pieces.  Then were the iron, the clay, the 
bronze, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the 
chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, that no 
place was found for them; and the stone that smote the image became a great 
mountain, and filled the whole earth.”

 That is Christianity from horizon to horizon, filling all space and all 
time because the faith is all true!

 But, why the persecution and why the storm? What is it about New 
Testament Christianity that leads to persecution?  Because it is a mandate of 
God, it is a revealed truth of the Word, and it is in opposition to the sin and evil of 
the world, and it always results in one of two things.  New Testament Christianity 
always results in salvation or damnation. It results in someone being saved or 
someone being lost.  Paul describes it like this in 2 Corinthians 2:15-16, “For we 
are unto God a sweet savor of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that 
perish: To the one we are the savor of death unto death; and to the other, the savor 
of life unto life.”  There is no middle ground when it comes to salvation – there 
is no plan B.

 In the face of all of the attacks on his life, Paul always walked by faith 
and kept a positive attitude towards the ministry. Verse 27 says, “And when 
they were come, and had gathered the church together, they reviewed all that God 
had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.”  

 Paul did not stand before the church to have a pity party.  He did not say, 
“If you go to the Gentiles, they will stone you, they will persecute you, they will 
treat you with hatefulness, and they will kick you out.” He simply shared with 
them how God “had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.”  

 In other words, Paul is saying, “God is everything, and the opposition itself 
is but an open door to confront the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ.”

 What are you going to do with a man like that?  What are you going to 
do with a faith like that? Beaten, stoned, dragged out of the city and left for dead, 
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yet the man rises up and announces that God is so good, because He has opened 
the door of faith to the Gentiles!

 In the face of Paul’s example, I must ask you, what kind of faith are we 
showing the world around us?

 If you are not saved, why not tonight?
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