
Acts #21
Making Friends With An Enemy

Acts 9:10-19

 Jackie Robinson was the first black to play major league baseball. 
Breaking baseball’s color barrier, he faced jeering crowds in every stadium. 
While playing one day in his home stadium in Brooklyn, he committed an error. 
The fans began to ridicule him. He stood at second base, humiliated, while the 
fans jeered. Then, shortstop Pee Wee Reese came over and stood next to him. He 
put his arm around Jackie Robinson and faced the crowd. The fans grew 
quiet.  Robinson later said that arm around his shoulder saved his career.

 What does a story about Jackie Robinson have to do with the book  of 
Acts? I think you will see the connection before the night is over.

 In our last study we saw Saul as he had an encounter with the Lord on 
the road to Damascus. Saul was stopped in his tracks while he was on a 
mission to arrest the followers of Christ.

 Damascus was about 140 miles from Jerusalem, about a six or seven day 
journey.  Damascus by the way, is the oldest continuously inhabited city on the 
face of the earth. It is the current capital of the nation of Syria, and it was a major 
trading city in the ancient world. Josephus records that the city was founded by 
Uz, the grandson of Shem, and the great-grandson of Noah. Job was from “the 
land of Uz.”

 This week we are going to look  at how God takes an ordinary man, and 
makes him something special in His ministry. We will read in Acts 9:10-22, 
“And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the 
Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. And the Lord said 
unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the 
house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, And hath 
seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that 
he might receive his sight. Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of 
this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: And here he hath 
authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. But the Lord said 
unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before 
the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: For I will show him how great 
things he must suffer for my name's sake. And Ananias went his way, and entered 
into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even 
Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou 
mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And immediately 
there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and 
arose, and was baptized. And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. 
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Then was Saul certain days with the disciples, which were at Damascus. And 
straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. But 
all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which 
called on this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might 
bring them bound unto the chief priests? But Saul increased the more in strength, 
and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very 
Christ.”

   Television, satellites, radios, and computers seem to have made our 
world a lot smaller than it used to be. It is now possible for a terrorist bomb to 
explode in Iraq, Israel, or some other remote part of the world and we can see 
the pictures of the death and destruction sooner than the victims can receive 
medical treatment.

 Communication has increased, but with it has come the increase of 
dissatisfaction.  How are we to be content with our $25,000 to $50,000 a year 
salary when we are constantly exposed to the conspicuous and extravagant 
wealth of the few? It is hard for us to sympathize with the Trumps and Waltons 
when the news reports that someone has done $100,000 worth of damage to a 
$50,000,000 estate. Under the impact of such fantastic news it is hard to accept 
the common place of doing God’s will in your own backyard.

 Christians and non-Christians alike are dissatisfied and restless. People 
are searching futilely for those three standard bearers of success: money, fame 
and power.

 To these circumstances we see an excellent example with Ananias.  It 
might be said that he is the epitome of commonplace that our world would so 
much like to call obsolete.  Yet, to those Christian believers that feel there is a 
disappointing sense of ordinariness about their life, Ananias is an encouragement. 
He is a testimony that the ordinary, when sparked with the divine becomes the 
extra-ordinary.

 So who was Ananias? Luke gives us some simple, yet very important 
insights concerning the character of this man Ananias.  

 First of all, we are told that Ananias was listening to God’s voice. 
Ananias was a man of prayer. Now, most of the time we spend in prayer is 
talking. Telling God about our days, our problems, our concerns, our fears, 
our family and so on. Now, there is nothing wrong with that.  Voicing it 
sometimes helps us put it into perspective. But you know, God already knows all 
about it.  Think about it: we have the privilege of spending time with the 
Almighty and All-knowing God of the universe, and we spend so much of it 
telling Him what He already knows instead of listening to what He has to say.
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 Luke calls him a “certain disciple.” It is clear that Ananias was a follower 
of Jesus.  He did not the reputation of Peter or of John, or of James, but it is 
comforting to know that God was aware of him. It is very likely that we would 
never had heard of his at all if it had not been for his relationship with this “Saul of 
Tarsus.” But, though our knowledge of him is limited God knew where he was 
when he was needed for a service.  

 Luke goes on to tell us that Ananias was “devout according to the 
scriptures.” There are so many definitions of devotion in our sophisticated 
society; it is hard to know where one stands.  But Luke compliments Ananias 
by describing his devotion as being based on the scriptures.  When it came to 
seeking a guide for his life Ananias was staking his future on the Word of God.  
Here was a man who backed up his testimony with the Word of God!

 In a day when religion was popular and the world was saturated with 
hypocrites, Ananias practiced what he preached!

 Secondly, we are told that Ananias was loyal to God’s directions.  Even 
though Ananias had his concerns and doubts about following the Lord’s 
directions, he still did it.  Folks, it is one thing to hear God’s voice, but it is 
something else altogether to obey it. God’s voice often comes to us concerning 
our obedience, but He often speaks to us concerning His blessings on our lives. 
And many times the blessings depend on our obedience.

 Ananias obeyed God despite his fears and questions about the mission.

 We were talking about following God’s will and call on our lives, and I 
talked about how God led the children of Israel across the Jordan River into 
the Promised Land.  God instructed them to walk across the river to the other 
side.  But there was a problem – the river was filled with water.  God told them to 
step into the water, and when they did the water moved back one step at a 
time.

 The problem with most of us today, we are willing to follow God if He 
will make the road clear, removed all the obstacles, put up a row of directional 
signs, and take away the doubts.  But God is calling us to walk  by faith – one 
step at a time!

 Alexander the Great and a small company of soldiers approached a 
strongly fortified walled city. Alexander, standing outside the walls, raised his 
voice and demanded to see the king. When the king arrived, Alexander insisted 
that the king surrender the city and its inhabitants to Alexander and his small band 
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of fighting men. The king laughed, “Why should I surrender to you? You can’t do 
us any harm.”  

 Alexander offered to give the king a demonstration. He ordered his men 
to line up single file and start marching. He marched them straight toward a 
sheer cliff. The townspeople gathered on the wall and watched in shocked 
silence as, one by one, Alexander’s soldiers marched without hesitation right 
off the cliff to their deaths!  

 After ten soldiers died, Alexander ordered the rest of the men to return 
to his side. The townspeople and the king immediately surrendered to 
Alexander the Great. They realized that if a few men were actually willing to 
commit suicide at the command of this dynamic leader, then nothing could stop his 
eventual victory.

 Therefore, on this day God looked for a man that would be obedient 
even in the face of fear and doubt.  He looked for a man that would look in the 
face of an enemy and tell him about the grace of God.  He looked for a man that 
would give instructions to a man that would later become the greatest missionary 
this world has ever known, and Ananias was God’s choice. 

 Third, Ananias was loving to God’s people.  Once Ananias decided to go, 
he went well.  

 Notice how he held no animosity, resentment, or distrust, as seen in his 
greeting, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as 
thou camest, hath sent me…” Ananias never let anyone doubt that he was on a 
mission for the cause of Jesus Christ, and he sought to represent his Lord at 
all times in his attitude and actions. Because of his Christ-like attitude, Ananias 
was willing to become a friend to his former enemy.  

 You have to understand that Saul of Tarsus was coming to Damascus 
with every intention of putting in jail or even killing every Christian that he 
could possibly find. What was Ananias’ secret to success? As we mentioned 
before he was “devout according to the scriptures.”  He simply based his life and 
character on his instructions found in God’s wonderful Word. 

 As we look at the life of Ananias, we can see the ordinary become the 
extraordinary simply because he was willing to be obedient to God’s will for 
his life.  How does that happen in a person’s life? It happens because of Christ-
like character, a willing attitude, and faithfulness to a call!

 If you are not saved, why not tonight?
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