
Acts #20
When God Calls Your Name

Acts 9:1-6

 In our last study of Acts we looked at the keys to the kingdom, and how 
they were used by Simon Peter.  The keys that were given to Peter were three 
in number: (1) To open the door of the Gospel to the Jews at Jerusalem; (2) To 
open the door of the Gospel to the Samaritans in Samaria; (3) To open the 
door of the Gospel to the Gentiles in Caesarea.  In each case it resulted in their 
receiving the Holy Spirit.

 Tonight we are going to look at what happens when God calls your 
name.  Look at Acts 9:1-6, “And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter 
against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, And desired of him 
letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether 
they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. And as he 
journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a 
light from heaven:  And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?  And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the 
Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the 
pricks.  And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 
And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee 
what thou must do.”

There is something meaningful when we are able to call someone by his 
or her name.  The Bible records that on many occasions Jesus when Jesus 
addressed someone He called him or her by his or her name. Although it might 
seem a little unusual, that is exactly what we have been told concerning Jesus as 
the “Good Shepherd” and John 10:3 says “…he calleth his own sheep by name, 
and leadeth them…” There is no doubt that our God is omniscient, that is, He 
has all knowledge and knows all things. Therefore, God knows your name. 
God knows my name. And if you have been saved it is because God has called 
your name.  John 6:44 reads like this in the Greek, “People can’t come to me 
unless the Father who sent me draws them to me.” There is something special 
when God calls your name.

 But on several occasions Jesus called people by saying their name twice. 
On each of these occasions there was a depth of emotion, a flow of feeling, or 
an arresting voice. Each case was different as He used His voice to reach out to 
the individual.

 So what I want to do tonight is to look at three of such occasions where 
Jesus called to people by saying their name twice.



 In Luke 10 we are told that Jesus has come to visit in the home of a 
family that he dearly loves. It was the home of two sisters and a brother, 
Mary, Martha and Lazarus. In Luke 10:38 we are told, “Now it came to pass, as 
they (Jesus and his disciples) went, that he entered into a certain village; and a 
certain woman, named Martha, received him into her house.”  The indication here 
is that Jesus has stopped in unexpectedly.  

 The two sisters are at home. It is lunchtime pretty soon, and immediately 
Martha says, “Sit down, Lord, and I will go to the kitchen and fix a meal for us.”  
But Mary sits in the floor in front of Jesus and listens to what He has to say. I 
am sure the conversation must have warmed her heart as Jesus told of recent 
events and of spiritual things that she longed to know.  Martha is in the kitchen 
rattling the pots and pans, and frustration comes to the forefront, “Why doesn’t 
Mary come on in here and help me?  Why doesn’t she get in here and do her share, 
her part?  I will never get dinner on the table for the Lord and fix these special 
dishes without her help.” 

 Finally she erupts like a volcano and bursts into the room, “Lord, make 
Mary come in here and help me.” And it is then that the Lord speaks these arresting 
words, “Martha, Martha.”  He does not say, “Now, Martha, calm down.”  He 
simply says, “Martha, Martha, thou art anxious and troubled about many things.”

 He says, “Martha, Martha, you have let your life get so mixed up that you 
are putting emphasis on the wrong things! Why spread a big lunch, when a 
sandwich will do?  Mary, here, has chosen the better part.  She has a better sense of 
values.”

 I wonder if the Lord, I the same way, is calling out to a man, woman, or to 
some young person right now and saying, “Son, Son! Daughter, Daughter! Stop a 
minute, and look at your life.  What are your priorities?  What are your 
frustrations?  You are all up tight, and involved in things.” 

 Everybody is busy! Life always makes more demands on us than we can 
meet. Don’t think you are the exception because you have to make choices in life 
as to what is important and what is not, as to what you do and what you don’t do. 
You can’t do everything that everybody asks you to do, and everything that 
everybody expects you to do. There is no way in the world that you can satisfy 
all the people all the time. No person has ever lived on the face of the earth that 
could.

 This is not just peculiar to the times in which we live. It has always been 
true.  God made us in his image, and God said, “You are going to be put into a 
complex life and in that complex life you are going to make choices.  You are 
going to have to choose the better part.  You will have to choose the priorities in 



your life that will enable you to better serve me.  You will have to choose what the 
emphasis will be in your own life.”

 So what is our problem today? The problem is we have the emphasis on 
the wrong things in life.  Is this true in your marriage?  Is this true in your 
church activities? Is this true in your social involvement?

 Jesus is standing here with His arresting voice to say to everyone of us, 
“Stop and determine your values.  Set your goals.  Decide what you are really 
going to do with your relationships with God.”

 Tonight as Jesus calls your name, He is simply asking you to get the 
emphasis in the right place in your life.

 In Luke 22:31 we see Jesus sitting at the Last Supper. Jesus has his 
beloved disciples gathered around Him. These are those that have been with 
Him all this time.  But now He is getting ready to leave them. As He looks them 
in the eyes there is a great strain of emotion in his heart, for He knows what 
they cannot know.  In a few hours he will be arrested, he will be taken to the 
cross, and he will die. He has told them all of this but they simply have not yet 
realized what He has been saying.

 Jesus looks around, and suddenly his eyes fall on Simon Peter, and with 
these prophetic words, emotion stirs in his heart and he says, “Simon, Simon, 
behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat.”  Verse 32 
reads like this in the New Living Translation, “But I have pleaded in prayer for 
you, Simon, that your faith should not fail.  So when you have repented and turned 
to me again, strengthen and build up your brothers.”

 I wonder tonight, if the voice of Christ does not ring down here to some 
young person, or to some husband, or to some wife, “Son, Son!  Daughter, 
Daughter! Satan wants to destroy the most precious things in your life.  He wants 
to wreck your testimony among those that you are closest to, but stand fast, for I 
will be with you.”

 Let me tell you that on the authority of the Word of God, Satan wants 
you and he wants me, and he wants to destroy everything good that God 
wants to give us tonight. God calls, and gives us the assurance that He will 
stand by us and give us the victory, but the choices we make are ours!

 In our text for tonight, there on the Damascus Road is a young rabbi, 
brilliant, competent, capable, personality, and trained in the best school 
under Gamaliel.  So much to give, and so much to offer for the cause of Christ.  



But he is on the road with documents that authorize him to go to Damascus to the 
synagogue, and to arrest and, if necessary, to kill any Christian he shall find there.

Suddenly a great light appeared and Saul was struck down to the 
ground blinded. Then a voice said, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 

Jesus simply said, “Saul, Saul, you are going in the wrong direction in life.  
Turn around, go in the other direction.”

I think in the same way the Lord is calling tonight to someone here. I 
think He is saying, “Son, Son!  Daughter, Daughter!  You are on the wrong road.  
You are going in the wrong direction.  Your life is committed to the wrong ends, 
the wrong purposes.”

Tonight I am asking you to stop and listen to the voice of God for your 
life! What is He trying to get you to hear about your life? What will your 
answer be?


