
Acts #18
The Gospel in Action

Acts 8:1-40

A few years ago it was estimated that it required 1,000 laypersons and 
six ministers one year to lead one person to a saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. It was also estimated that 95% of the Christians never lead a soul to 
Christ. This is a major reversal of Jesus’ strategy of New Testament evangelism. 
These trends must change if our world is to be reached, and evidences are that 
they are changing. In a recent nationwide survey asked those who described 
themselves as “Christian” to define what they meant. Almost 9 out of 10 adults 
responded, “I am personally committed to Jesus Christ and have confessed my sins 
and I believe that I will go to heaven when I die because of God’s love and grace 
through Christ.”  Yet not one of those who said they were Christians declared 
that their life goal was to lead others to Christ!

As we continue our study in the book  of Acts allow me to give you a little 
overview of where we are.  Chapters 1-7 have described the period of testing, 
during which the kingdom was offered to Israel for the 3rd time.  We will find 
that chapters 8-12 describe the period of transition during which the following 
changes will take place:

1. The center of activity moves from Jerusalem to Antioch.
2. The message goes from the Jews to the Samaritans and then to the 

Gentiles.
3. Peter’s kingdom ministry comes to a close and Paul takes his place.
4. The local church replaces the Synagogue.
5. The Gospel of the Grace of God replaces the Gospel of the Kingdom.

In chapters 8-10 we will see three remarkable conversions paralleling 
the three sons of Noah: (1) The Ethiopian (a black man) comes from Ham; (2) 
Saul of Tarsus, a Jew, come from Shem; and (3) Cornelius, a Gentile, comes 
from Japheth. Thus we have a picture of the Gospel going out to the whole of 
mankind that survived the Flood judgment of God!

Tonight, we are going to focus our attention on Phillip the evangelist.  
Look at verses 5-25, “Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached 
Christ unto them. And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things, 
which Philip spoke, hearing and seeing the miracles, which he did. For unclean 
spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: 
and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. And there was great 
joy in that city. But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the 
same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that 
himself was some great one: To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the 
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greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God. And to him they had regard, 
because that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries. But when they 
believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name 
of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. Then Simon himself 
believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, 
beholding the miracles and signs, which were done. Now when the apostles which 
were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto 
them Peter and John: Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they 
might receive the Holy Ghost: (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only 
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Ghost. And when Simon saw that through laying 
on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, 
Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands; he may receive 
the Holy Ghost. But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because 
thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money. Thou hast 
neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. 
Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of 
thine heart may be forgiven thee. For I perceive that thou art in the gall of 
bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to 
the Lord for me, that none of these things, which ye have spoken, come upon me. 
And they, when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, returned to 
Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans.”

In this chapter Satan attacks like a lion, seeking to devour the believers. 
Saul was the chief leader in the great persecution, and admits it several times 
(Acts 22:4-5, 18-20; Acts 26:10-11; 1 Corinthians 15:9; Galatians 1:13 and 1 
Timothy 1:13).  Notice that Paul definitely states that he persecuted the “church of 
God,” which proves that the “church” was in existence before Saul’s conversion, 
though it’s place in God’s plan had not yet been revealed.

Some teach that God had to allow persecution to get the apostles to 
leave Jerusalem to fulfill His great commission, but this is entirely wrong. To 
begin with, the apostles did not leave the city, but courageously remained to 
give their message to the Jewish leaders. They were still hoping against hope that 
Israel would repent and be saved. They could have this ministry only in 
Jerusalem.  Christ’s commandment to them was to remain there; it was Paul who 
would take the Gospel “to the uttermost parts.”

Persecution is an opportunity for service and Phillip is given here as an 
example of a New Testament evangelist. Called to be a deacon (6:5), like 
Stephen before him, he discovered added spiritual gifts and became a mighty 
evangelist.  He took the Gospel to Samaria, just as Christ had done in John 4; and 
thus for the first time in Acts we see the ministry of the Word moved from Jewish 
territory. And instead of the fighting and rejection that they received from the Jews, 
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we are told in verses 6 & 8, “And the people with one accord gave heed unto those 
things which Phillip spoke…and there was great joy in that city.”

What Satan could not accomplish through destruction he now seeks to 
accomplish through deception; the lion become the serpent (John 8:44).  
Simon the sorcerer makes a profession of faith in Christ and is even baptized; 
but subsequent events prove that his heart was never changed. His “faith” was 
like that described in John 2:23-25 when the people “believed” because of the 
miracles and not because of their need for salvation.

It is evident that Simon was never saved as seen in the following proofs: 
(1) Peter said, “Thy money perish with thee” (verse 20); (2) He also said, “You 
have neither part or lot (fellowship) in this matter” (verse 21); (3) We are told in 
verse 23 that he was “in the bond of iniquity.”  In other words, Simon was a satanic 
counterfeit, a “child of the devil.” The Bible teaches us in Matthew 13:36-40 
that wherever the true seed is sown, Satan sows his counterfeits! Selfishness 
will always show its colors sooner or later!

Look also at Phillip the personal worker.  Verses 26-40 say, “And an angel 
of the Lord spoke unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way 
that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. And he arose and 
went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under Candace 
queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come to 
Jerusalem for to worship, Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Isaiah the 
prophet. Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 
And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Isaiah, and said, 
Understandest thou what thou readest? And he said, How can I, except some man 
should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him. 
The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the 
slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth:  In 
his humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his 
generation? for his life is taken from the earth. And the eunuch answered Philip, 
and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some 
other man? Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and 
preached unto him Jesus. And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain 
water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 
And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he 
answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he 
commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both 
Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And when they were come up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no 
more: and he went on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found at Azotus: and 
passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea.”
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Any Christian would enjoy a revival such as that which God gave in 
Samaria; but not everyone would leave such a meeting to lead one soul to 
Christ. Phillip obeyed the Lord and found an Ethiopian, undoubtedly a 
proselyte to the Jewish faith, a man who was a high officer in the land.

There are three things that I want to point out that were present in 
Phillip’s life that made him an effective soul winner for the cause of Christ.

1. Phillip was a willing vessel. Phillip was obedient to the Holy Spirit, 
going where God led him. He knew Christ as his own Savior and was willing to 
share Him with others.

God’s method for winning others to Christ is not organizational 
machinery, worldly methods, or high-powered promotion. God’s method is 
men! Men that are dedicated and willing to be obedient to the moving of the Holy 
Spirit.  Men with an excitement over Jesus and a desire to see others saved.

2. The Spirit of God.  The Holy Spirit is the Lord of the Harvest, and it 
is through Him that we have the power to witness as seen in Acts 1:8.  The 
Spirit opened the way for Phillip to come to this eunuch; and opened the Scriptures 
to the seeking sinner.

You will notice there was no great theological argument, for when the 
Holy Spirit of God brings a prepared servant to a seeking sinner; Jesus Christ 
will always have the victory!

3. The Word of God.  Romans 10:17 tells us, “Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.”  Isaiah 53 was the chapter used to show this man 
Jesus, for all the Word of God points to Him, and there can be no real 
conversion apart from the Bible!

If we are going to be an effective soul winner for the cause of Christ, 
then we too must be a willing vessel, led by the Holy Spirit, to share the Word 
of God.

You see, Christianity is not a system of doctrines, or dogmas, or 
traditions, or creeds.  Christianity is Christ!  Christ in the believer is the hope of 
glory according to Colossians 1:27, and if you know this Christ of glory, then you 
have the responsibility of sharing Him with others.

But if you do not know Him, then why not come tonight and allow me to 
introduce Him to you on a personal bases? 
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