
Acts #15
Men Moved By The Spirit

Acts 6: 1-8

In our last study of the Book of Acts we looked at a problem in the Early 
Church that has made its way down through the ages, until even today, we are 
confronted with this thing called “hypocrisy”! We talked about the fact that 
the awful deception that Ananias and Sapphira were seeking to convey to the 
others was that of counterfeit consecration. They simply pretended to be 
something that they were not.

This week, we are going to continue our study in Acts, by looking at the 
unfolding of the first organizational structure of the Early Church, namely the 
office of deacon. 

The occasion that gave rise to the choice of these men is seen in verse 1, 
"And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a 
murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were 
neglected in the daily ministration. "

The occasion that called for some kind of action by the Early Church 
was trouble in the mother church in Jerusalem. It was trouble by human 
frailty, infirmity, and altercation. These were the men who had been taught by 
the Lord Himself. This is the church upon which God had poured out the 
ascension gift of the Holy Spirit. This is the church where the preaching of the 
Word was confirmed by signs and wonders and yet it is torn by human 
infirmity. Why, would God allow a development such as that? Why would the 
Holy Spirit not gloss over such altercation and difficulty as are exhibited on 
these holy pages?

In order to answer this, two questions must be faced. One, why does 
God write of trouble in the church in the Bible? Why does He not hide it? The 
reason lies in the character of the Word. The Word of God is true and infallible, 
and God records events exactly as they occured. For example, the story in the 
beginning of the church as presented in the New Testament is one of internal 
problems in the church. The problems are presented just as they happened, 
faithfully and truly, hiding nothing. The first chapter of Acts describes the 
suicide of one of the twelve apostles. The fifth chapter opens up to us the 
hypocrisy and the lying of Ananias and Sapphira in their jealousy of 
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Barnabas, the son of consolation.  In Acts 6 we find the story of the trouble in the 
church arising between the Greek-speaking Jews, and the Aramaic-speaking Jews, 
surfacing in the house of the Lord, that internal conflict between Hellenistic culture 
and philosophy and Hebrew revelation.

As one examines the New Testament, he finds all of it to be an honest 
and forthright presentation of events just as they happened, good and bad. 
The coward ness of Peter is meticulously outlined. This chief apostle lost 
courage before a little maid, cursing and swearing that he did not even know the 
Lord nor had he ever seen Him. Another difficulty that is recorded is the fierce 
confrontation between Paul and Barnabas arguing over John Mark, a 
kinsman of Barnabas, and so violent was the altercation between them, that 
they went their separate ways. As though that were not enough, the Word of 
God also mentions the fierce confrontation between Paul and Peter in Antioch. 
In Galatians 2 Paul confronts Peter "to his face" and calls him a hypocrite. All of 
these stories of animosity and ugly behavior of the men of God are recorded in 
the Bible. That is because God faithfully and truly writes down what 
happened, and glosses over none of it. The infallible Word of God leaves out 
nothing.

The same true reporting is found in the Old Testament. The bad as well 
as the good in the life of Abraham is recorded; all of the supplanting and 
hypocrisy of Jacob, called "Israel," and the stories of Samson, of Judah, and 
of David are recorded in the Word of God, omitting nothing.

I read a story about an organization of atheists; called "The Free 
Thinkers," pub1ished a book entitled "The Bible Exposed." They wrote the 
negative facts of the Bible in their book as though they were discrediting the 
Word of God. Such behavior reveals the mentality of atheist.  He thinks just so far 
but no farther. What the book actually did was to authenticate the truth of the 
revelation of the Almighty. The Bible is the infallible Word of God and it 
paints a pure picture of its character. God writes it down just as people are and 
do, and with infinite confidence we can open the sacred Bible and read its holy 
words.

A second Question: Why would God allow trouble in the church, of all 
places? Why does He not keep the world out of the church and why does He 
not keep the church away from the world? Why does He not separate them from 
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each other? Why place the church in a position where all kinds of troubles that 
afflict this world also afflict the congregation of God?

If men were running the church, it would be carefully kept away from 
the world with its sin, shame, and iniquity. Men have tried to keep the world 
out of the church by building high walls around their monasteries, and on the 
inside of the monasteries they have placed priests, monks, and nuns in order 
to separate them from the world. That is man but not God. God never built any 
high walls around His church. God placed His Church next door to hell itself, 
and wherever there is sin, wrong, shame, violence, corruption, and blood, 
there ought to be the church of the living God in the very heart of it.

Think of how Paul began his second letter to the church at Corinth "Paul an 
apostle of Jesus Christ...unto the church of God which is at Corinth" (2 Corinthians 
1:1) Corinth was one of the most wicked cities that ever existed. The 
corruption, the vice, and the sin in Corinth reached to heaven like that of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and yet God placed His church in the very heart of the 
city.

This truth is also seen in Revelation 2 where the Lord said to the church at 
Pergamos, "And to the angel of the church in Pergamos…I know...where thou 
dwellest, even where Satan’s seat is." The Church at Pergamos was found in the 
very heart of the political, cultural debauchery and corruption of the 
kingdom, of Pergamos. In the heart of God the local church should right 
where Satan has his throne, right in the heart and the core of human life. 
Surely this is what Jesus meant when He prayed in John 17:15, "I pray not that 
thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from 
the evil.” In a world of sin is where God does His business of winning the lost!

Now let us look at the wisdom of these apostles, as seen in verses 2-4, "Then 
the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not fitting 
that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, look 
among you for seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, 
whom we may appoint over this business. But we will give ourselves continually 
to prayer, and to the ministry of the word."

A confrontation had taken place between the Greek-speaking Jews who 
were foreigners born outside of Palestine and the Aramaic speaking Jews of 
Palestine. The apostles were wise with the wisdom of God because they saw in 
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that division the possibility of infinite hurt, anger, bitterness, and division. Did 
they hide their eyes from it? No. Seeing the possibility of ruin and division in 
the church, they courageously and boldly faced the problem. They were 
convinced that the Lord would fulfill His promise to build His church in 
quantity and quality regardless of the kind of problems they might encounter, 
so they called together the multitude of the people.

Let us look at that decision. First, they made a decision that nothing would 
take precedence over praying preaching and, as seen in verses 2 & 4, “It is not 
fitting that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables…But we will give 
ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the Word.”  

The priority of any preacher is, first of all, that of prayer. “But we will 
give ourselves continually to prayer.” Listen carefully and understand what I 
am saying right here – the pulpit is not the place for some preacher to get 
“caught up” on his prayer life!  The pulpit is not the place to seek to impress 
someone with elegant praying. The essence of your prayer life had better take 
place before you get in the pulpit or you will have no anointing and no real 
direction in your message.

The effective preacher is the preacher who prays in the power of God and 
delivers the message of God with unction from heaven and with conviction of the 
Holy Spirit.

Notice also the wording of verse 4, “But we will give ourselves continually 
to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.”  The Greek word used for “ministry” 
here means “service,” and has the idea of someone serving something to 
another person!

Now, back up and look at verse 2 once again, “It is not fitting that we should 
leave the word of God, and serve tables.”  And yet, in verse 4 he refers to 
“ministry” as “serving.”

It seems to me that too many of our present-day preachers and churches 
think of ministry as “therapy” not “service.”  Listen, when we minister we 
serve.  When a preacher delivers the ministry of the word, he is serving the word.  
He is offering the word of God like a host serving a meal to a guest.  In other 
words, it is the preacher’s responsibility “feed the sheep,” as seen in John 
21:16.
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Secondly, the apostles delegated to others the tasks that they themselves 
could not perform.  Verse 3 says, “Wherefore, brethren, look among you for 
seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may 
appoint over this business.”  Look at the qualifications of these men who were 
entrusted with the ministry of service.

They were “men of honest report.” That is, they could be trusted.  They 
were not men who were one way to your face and another way behind your 
back.  They were men who could be counted on, men with whom one could 
entrust the destiny of the church.

They were also men of “wisdom.” That is, men who combined love and 
zeal with good common sense.  The church needs people who have the ability 
to think things through before they make life-changing decisions.

Did you notice the middle characteristic listed about these men?  They 
were men who were “full of the Holy Spirit.” The Bible teaches that every 
person has the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, but it is obvious that 
some people have so many other things in their lives that the Holy Spirit is 
relegated to the “storage area” of their lives.  But I believe when a person is 
more “full of the Holy Spirit” than they are “full of themselves” there is something 
vastly different about their lives!  I believe a person who has the anointing of the 
Holy Spirit on his life can shake someone’s hand and magnify God.  I believe 
they can greet someone in the lobby and make them glad they have come to 
Mountain Grove Church.

In other words, the apostles made a decision to get the people involved 
in the ministry of the Early Church.  And that is a pattern that we are 
desperately trying to accomplish here at Mountain Grove through our 
CLIMB.

Napoleon once pointed to a map of China and said, “There lies a sleeping 
giant.  If it ever wakes up, it will be unstoppable.”  Today the American church is 
a sleeping giant.  Each Sunday, church pews are filled with members who are 
doing nothing with their faith except keeping it.

Listen; if we can ever awaken and unleash the massive talent, resources, 
creativity, and energy found in our church family, this church will explode 
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with growth at an unprecedented rate. I am convinced that the greatest need 
in this church is the release of members for ministry.

George Gallup once took a survey and discovered that only 10% of 
American church members are active in any kind of personal ministry. He 
also discovered that 40% of all members have expressed an interest in having 
a ministry. They would like to be involved in ministry by they have never been 
asked or they simply do not know how.

I am convinced that there are people in our church family with all kinds 
of abilities that are not being put to use: teaching, visitation, landscaping, 
decorating, planning, camera operators, band members, carpenters, artists, 
and those gifted to work in our food pantry.  1 Corinthians 12:5 says, “There are 
different kinds of service, but the same Lord.”

Therefore, based on the New Testament pattern of the Early Church, as 
you already know, we have created an intentional well-planned system for 
uncovering, mobilizing, and supporting the giftedness of our church family.  It 
is my goal to offer a place of service to all who feel God has called them to 
serve for the glory of God.  It is my desire that through service our membership 
can move forward and continue to develop our lives for Christ’s greater glory!

Ladies and gentlemen, we will never win the world to Jesus by a paid 
preacher and a paid missionary. What God intended was that all of His people 
should say good things about Jesus.  He intends that all of the people magnify 
and praise the Lord, inviting, teaching, training, and winning souls – all of us 
sharing in the ministry alike. 

Look at the conclusion in verse 7, “And the word of God increased, and the 
number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the 
priests were obedient to the faith.”  When preachers and people who are filled 
with the Holy Spirit are obedient to do God’s will for their lives, great things 
will always happen in the local church.  When what we do has the unction and 
blessing of God upon it, people will come to Jesus, they will walk down the 
isles, they will be baptized, they will go out witnessing and testifying. Their 
homes and families will experience the greater blessings of God and the lives will 
be a reflection of God’s wonderful grace!

If you are not saved, why not come tonight?
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