
Acts #10
The Resurrection Message

Acts 2:25-40

 In our last study of the book of Acts, we looked at the fact that Peter 
reminded his hearers of the divinity of Jesus Christ. We also talked about the 
fact that the gospel message is an eternal message. This week we are going to 
take a look at the conclusion of Peter’s Pentecostal sermon that deals with the 
resurrection of Christ.

 I have noticed that we have the tendency to rejoice over life-changing 
events. A married couple trying to get pregnant rejoices when they conceive a 
baby. Parents rejoice when their children graduate from High School or college, or 
get married.  We rejoice over a new job or when we get that long hoped for 
promotion. We rejoice over a new house or a new car, or a new boat, or 
whatever. We rejoice when our children, or our mate, or other family members get 
saved. One of the things that I have noticed is that we do not usually rejoice 
without a reason.

 With that thought in mind listen to what Peter has written for us in 1 Peter 
1:3-4, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to 
his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you.”  The New International Version reads 
like this, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade--kept in heaven for you.”  

 Peter says that God has given us a hope (an assurance) that we have a 
lasting inheritance.  He uses three words to emphasize the permanence of that 
inheritance. He says that we have “an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away.” The Greek renders these words as “imperishable, 
untainted and unfading.”  What is Peter really saying to us?

 The first word, “imperishable,” shows us that our inheritance is 
undamageable. No rustproofing, stainless steel, titanium or any other metal 
holds up better.  It even will outlast this present world, the sun and the universe. 
 

The second word, “untainted,” means that it is 100% pure. It is the 
same word used in Hebrews where Scripture says the marriage bed is to be 
kept pure.  Just as Christ was without flaw or defect, so our inheritance has not 
been tampered with or changed in any way.
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The third word Peter uses, “unfading” shows that our inheritance 
continually remains wonderful.  It is a glorious inheritance that keeps shining.  
This word unfading is a word that is used to contradict the dying and fading of 
flowers.  But Peter says that our inheritance will never die.  Why?  Because it is 
eternal.

What would cause our inheritance to have such a guarantee?  The 
answer is simple – the resurrection of Jesus Christ! 

In order to prove his point, Peter goes back to an Old Testament 
concerning the Messiah.  And he uses Psalm 16:8-11,  “I have set the LORD 
always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. Therefore 
my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope. For thou 
wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see 
corruption. Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presence is fullness of joy; at 
thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.”

Peter applies these expressions to the Lordship of Christ, and the reason that 
these word could not be applied to David is because of the fact that David did die, 
and is buried, as seen in verse 20, “Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you 
of the patriarch, David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulcher is with us 
unto this day.”

In verse 27 Peter shows us the great truth of Jesus’ dissension and glorious 
resurrection,  “Because thou wilt not leave my soul in Hades, neither wilt thou 
allow thine Holy One to see corruption.” This passage reveals a great truth 
concerning the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ and the affect it 
had on the Old Testament saints.

In the Old Testament the Hebrew word for “the abode of the dead” is 
“Sheol.” The New Testament counterpart in the Greek is the word “Hades.”  
Both of these words are translated “hell” in the King James Version of the Bible.  
In the Old Testament “Sheol” was divided into two compartments: paradise 
and prison (torment), and between the torment side and the Paradise side, a 
great gulf was fixed so that there was no possibility for anyone to cross over 
from one side to the other.

This truth is clearly seen in Luke 16:19-26 where  “a certain rich man, which 
was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: And there 
was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, And 
desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover 
the dogs came and licked his sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and 
was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was 
buried; And in hell (Hades) he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth 
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Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his 
finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham 
said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime received thy good things, and 
likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And 
beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which 
would pass from here to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come 
from there.” Notice that words of the prophecy, “thou wilt not leave my soul is 
Sheol.” You will remember that we have said that the “soul” is the seat of the 
emotions. Therefore, the indication here is that those in torment, as well as 
those Paradise, will be their faculties about them throughout eternity.  The rich 
man saw Lazarus; he heard and spoke with Abraham; he felt pain of the torment; 
he was concerned about the lost condition of his family back on earth.  

The question arises, “Why did Jesus have to go into Hades, or Sheol, in the 
first place?”  The answer is found in 1 Peter 3:18-20,  “For Christ also hath once 
suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to 
death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: By which also he went and preached 
unto the spirits in prison; Which sometime were disobedient, when once the 
longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, 
wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.”  The truth is seen once more 
in Ephesians 4:7-10, “But unto every one of us is given grace according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he 
led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now that he ascended, what is it 
but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended 
is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all 
things.)”  Listen to what we have been told in Colossians 2:14-15,  “Blotting out 
the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and 
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; And having spoiled principalities and 
powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it.”

 
The word that is translated “preached” here does not mean that Jesus 

went down into hell and preached to the lost souls and gave them another 
chance to be saved, but that He announced “to the spirits in prison” (the Old 
Testament saints that were saved by their faith in the coming Messiah) that 
the sin-debt had been paid, the victory had been won, and that He was now 
going to deliver them into the very presence of God in the Paradise far above 
all heavens!  Colossians tells us that Jesus did not just win the victory, He threw 
flaunted it in the very face of the devil as “He made a show of it openly.” You see, 
they heroes of the faith had waited for years knowing that one day the 
Messiah would come and bring to them deliverance!  And on that day Jesus 
marched through the corridors of hell shouting deliverance to all of those Old 
Testament saints who were courageous enough to walk  by faith, and to believe 
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God for the promise! He said it with such power and force that it made all hell 
tremble and all heaven shout with joy.

Child of God, if we could ever understand only a tiny fraction of what 
was accomplished at Calvary, we too would shout the praises of our glorious 
inheritance along with Simon Peter.  You see, Jesus did more than just pour out 
His life to pay the penalty of our sin, 2 Corinthians 5:21 says that He actually was 
made “to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him.”  

Listen, to understand how all-encompassing the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ was, you have to realize that the word “sin” there 
does not just refer to what we would normally think of as religious errors.  It 
includes everything in our lives that falls short of the glory and perfection of 
God’s original design. 

If you want to see that original design, look back at the Garden of Eden.  
What you will find is a man and a woman living in unbroken fellowship with 
Almighty God, untouched by sickness, grief or poverty, and exercising 
dominion over the whole earth.

And when the Bible tells us in Colossians 2:15 that Jesus “spoiled 
principalities and powers,” He left nothing out of it. Not one cursed thing that 
came about through mankind’s union with Satan was left standing. Jesus 
triumphed over it all.  By taking upon Himself every foul thing that fallen man 
has ever suffered, He set us free – spirit, soul, and body.

He became our substitute.  2 Corinthians 8:9 tells us that He became 
poor that we might be rich.  He became weak so that we might be strong.  2 
Corinthians 15:22 says that He endured death so that we might be made alive.  
2 Peter 2:24 says that “He bore our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being 
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes (we) were healed.”  
Hallelujah and glory to God in the highest!

Look at verses 37-40, “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their 
heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what 
shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. And with many other 
words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this crooked 
generation.”
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Romans 1:16 says this, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and 
also to the Greek.”  The preaching of the Gospel brought a realization of the need 
for something to be done in their lives, and the question was a simple one, “Men 
and brethren, what shall we do?”

But, Peter did not mistake conviction for repentance, for his reply was 
“Repent.” We have too many people that have made the mistake of accepting 
conviction for repentance, and have taken lost men, women, and young people 
into our fellowship.  Conviction may pass quickly and leave a soul lost and still 
headed for hell, but repentance looks to Christ in the faith that brings 
salvation and a changed life!

If you are not saved, why not come tonight?
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