
A Man's Best Friend 
John 11:1-12 

          Pepper Rogers, coach of UCLA’s football team suffered through a poor 
season back in the 1970’s. He came under intense criticism and pressure from 
alumni and fans. Things got so bad that he felt as if all his friends were gone. He 
said, “My dog was my only true friend, I told my wife that every man needs at least 
two good friends–and she bought me another dog.” 

 I want to talk to you today about the best Friend you will ever have in 
your life and His names is Jesus! John 15:13 simply says, “Greater love has no 
one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.”  

 The Bible tells us Lazarus was beyond sleep; he was dead!  Jesus called 
him "friend" anyway. Some people only call you "friend" as long as they can use 
you or benefit from your existence.  Jesus considered Lazarus His friend even 
though he seemed to be at the point of no return.  Their relationship was 
stronger than the predicament that threatened to divide them. 

 The Lord of Glory keeps His commitment to people who have been 
discarded and buried by others.  He has always befriended the sick, the 
decomposing, and the rotten. Matthew 11:19 says, “The Son of Man came eating 
and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners!’” Jesus is the Friend of sinners. He comes in when others 
have walked out; and His brilliance shines brightest when life seems darkest. He 
shouts a grave-shaking word of deliverance into the dismal, dark graves of our lives! 
He is a God of relationships, and His creation can never escape its need for 
intimacy with its Creator. It is God Whom we must have.  Nothing less will do.  

 Genesis 2:7 tells us, "And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul." There 
was nothing in Adam that God had not touched, because he was formed by the 
hand of God from the dust of the ground.  God didn't speak him into existence 
from a distance. He personally touched, caressed, and molded Adam's shape into 
perfection.  

 God's fingerprints are etched into every fiber of our beings, just as they 
were with Adam.  God knows us in ways more intimate than sex and more 
probing than surgery.  He knows our inward parts. We are graphically naked and 
totally exposed before His eyes. 2 Corinthians 3:18 reminds us that nothing is 
hidden from His view, "But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 
of the Lord."  
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 We have an "open face" relationship with God. He sees our deepest 
yearning and knows our darkest cravings. Our all-wise Creator has every right to 
find our weaknesses sickening, but instead He has chosen to love us beyond our 
failures and lift us beyond despair! We cannot impress Him into loving us - we are 
already accepted. He has already made up His mind about us, and the blood of 
Jesus has purchased for us a righteousness we could never afford.  

 I am convinced it is our insecurity that keeps us from knowing God. We 
try to impress Him with our performance, but without Him it is basically an act 
of hypocrisy.  God wants to turn our wretchedness into righteousness, but we cannot 
know Him when we are running and hiding from Him.  

 It began when Adam tasted the forbidden fruit of disobedience and 
brought death into the world. In the beginning, Adam's obedience held death at 
bay and locked it out of the earthly realm.  Adam's sin opened the lock and 
allowed death to walk right in through the door of his failure, bringing with it the 
generational curse of sin on his offspring. 

 Sin murdered Abel outside the Garden of Eden; mercilessly drowned 
men, women, and children in the flood; raped Dinah; and plucked out Samson's 
eyes. It left Lot drunk and his daughters molested. It emasculated the men of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and burned little babies as sacrifices in the hungry arms of the 
demonic deities of Molech and Baal.  
  
 The consuming fire of sin and death burned out of control all the way to 
the foot of the cross of Jesus. There the flames of hell encountered One Who 
could not be consumed!! He broke the curse and forever destroyed the power that 
disobedience had unleashed on humanity. Jesus Christ broke the curse of sin on 
the splinters of the Cross!! 

 The "first Adam" was so humiliated by the guilt of his sin that he did 
what most of us tend to do when we are ashamed: he hid. The great tragedy is 
that we have been hiding ever since! 

 Genesis 3:10 says this about Adam, "And he said (to God), I heard thy voice in 
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself." Our world is 
filled with great "hiders."  We hide our weaknesses, and we hide our sin.  We 
hide our love, and we often hide our fears.  Our hiding habit is destroying our 
homes, robbing our mates of intimacy, alienating our children, and frustrating 
our relationship with God. Our "trench coat mentality" has left us with our 
collars up and our hats down, we are draped in a pretended secrecy and cringing 
in a false obscurity before the eyes of God.  
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 It is tragic that most people assume God doesn't love fallen and fearful 
people as much as He does those folks who seem to "have it all together." Look a 
little closer at Adam! He seemed to have everything under control. He personally 
named all the animals, subdued every creature, and exercised dominion over the 
Garden of God. Why was he hiding behind his bushes in Genesis 3 like a naked 
gardener in the backyard? Adam did not realize that God loves the fallen man as 
much as He loves the forceful man. If we allow Him to touch us, His love will turn 
the fallen into the forceful. Unfortunately, the enemy knows that will never 
happen if we keep hiding in what we used to control.  God is calling us out of our 
bushes and into the light. 

 Genesis 3:8 tells us, "And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day..." Listen to me today, your loving God is seeking the 
man He has made who is hurting.  God is your only hope, your last chance, and 
your only solution.  Yet, instead of running to the embrace of God, you insist on 
hiding behind the ridiculously small, dying fig leaves of human achievement!  
Adam's little apron was falling apart even as he made it, and he didn't have the 
good sense to come out of hiding!  You don't have any excuse either!!  

 Are you facing situations that are falling apart?  You may be tired and 
worried, but there is a God in the Garden Who longs to heal the hurting hearts 
of broken men. Have you heard His voice?  He is searching through the dying 
twigs and crumbling leaves of your makeshift disguise because He wants to 
uncover the real you. No performance is necessary. You don’t have to impress 
Him, and you can't anyway.  He already knows every pain you are hiding, so step 
away from the bushes. Whether you are right or wrong, weak or strong, your 
Father is calling you.  

 Most of your jobs and relationships are built on your personal 
performance and achievement, but God's call is not like that. All He wants is you 
- complete with your embarrassment, failures, fears, and scraped knees. He is 
your best Friend, and He longs to wipe away your secret tears, strengthen your heart, 
salvage your home, and change your life!! You can relax with Him because He 
loves you, whether you are weak or strong, tall or short, thin or fat, right or 
wrong. 

 Listen men, why not come to the Father and put all your cares on Him?  If 
you are not saved, why not today? 

 Please stand for prayer. 
 Father, 
 Your Word is true.  You made me to love me – so why am I hiding from Your 
loving kindness? Give me the courage to be all I can be for Your glory and I live my 
life for You. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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