
1 Corinthians #9 
Things God Expects You to Know 

I Corinthians 6:1-11 

As you glance at the whole scope of this sixth chapter of 1 Corinthians, you 
will see that over and over Paul addresses this church with the challenge, “Know 
ye not? Don't you know?"  There is a touch of sarcasm in verse 3 when he says, 
“You who profess to be so clever and intellectual, can it be that you are ignorant of 
these basic facts?”  

Paul asks them six questions that fall into two divisions. Notice the first 
three. In verse 2 he asks, "Do ye not know that saints shall judge the world? In 
verse 3 he asks, “Know ye not that we shall judge angels?” In verse 9 he asks, 
“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?" In other 
words, Paul is saying to the Corinthian Christians, “Remember what you are.”  

Look at the next three.  In verse 15 he asks, "Know ye not that your bodies 
are the members of Christ?" In verses 16-17 he asks, “Know ye not that he which 
is joined to a harlot is one body…But he that is joined to the Lord is one spirit?” In 
verses 19-20 he asks, “Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit…you are bought with a price?”  In other words, "Remember to whom you 
belong.”   

All the way through this epistle Paul adopts the principle that the 
mightiest drawing power to lift a man out of carnality, worldliness and 
sinfulness is the cross of Christ. As Christians, we need to remember how we 
have been redeemed, what we are in the sight of God, and to whom we belong.  

Although Paul uses some mighty strong language, he is very careful not 
to condemn the Corinthian Christians. He simply reminds them that they are 
not their own; they have been bought with a price.  

The argument of these first eleven verses is rooted in a particular 
condition that existed in the Corinthian church, but which is to be found 
potentially in almost every fellowship today.  Paul begins with how they were 
handling trivial disputes, and then he asks them to see these things in the light 
of their true dignity as children of God and their great destiny as Christians.   

In view of that, he issues a recall to triumphant discipleship. Look with 
me first of all, at his rebuke for how they were handling disputes within the 
church itself. Verse 1 says, “Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go 
to law before the unjust, and not before the saints?”  
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It is imperative that we understand that Paul is addressing himself to 
the carnality of the church.  Remember, he has said in 3:3 “…are you not carnal, 
and walk as men? for there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions.” Now 
he directs his attention to how they were trying to settle their issues, 
disagreements and divisions.  In verse 6, he says, “Brother goes to law with 
brother and that before the unbelievers.”  

Once again Paul uses a little sarcasm when, in verses 5, he says, “Surely 
there is one man among you who has enough sense to settle things privately among 
yourselves instead of parading your problems before an ungodly world.”  

Now we need to be careful right here, because Paul is not saying that 
Christian are never to go to court, or even that we are not to take other 
Christians to court.  That is not what he is saying at all.  Paul is talking to 
Christians who are involved in disagreements concerning church matters.  And 
instead of handling those issues of disagreements among themselves, they were 
taking each other to court.  The problem is that they were looking to a 
worldly, ungodly, court system to settle matters of the church which were 
supposed to be spiritual.  And what was worse than that is that they were 
destroying their testimony among those unsaved people who were watching their 
behavior.  

Sadly enough, these conditions are not confined to the Early Church. 
Unfortunately, just outside the walls of our churches are multitudes who are 
watching what is going on inside of our fellowships.  And the tragedy is, what 
they are seeing is a major disgrace to the cause of Christ.   

I can not tell you the number of churches in this county that has been 
started out of anger and bitterness over some trivial matter that has 
absolutely no bearing on the Kingdom of God!  Usually the “church split” 
comes after months of gossiping and back-biting, and the choosing up of sides.  
And then, here is the biggie, there is the “Business Meeting” where everyone has 
been called and all sides show up and some of those in attendance have not been in 
church for years. Things are said, fingers are pointed, names are called, and 
emotional wounds are opened that will fester into the kind of anger and 
resentment that will bleed over into the community outside of the church 
fellowship.  And with that kind of information, Satan draws the attention of 
the lost community to the absolute failure and hypocrisy of the local church. 
And the conclusion is simply this: who would want to go to that kind of church, 
when they can’t even get along among themselves? 

This kind of attitude in the Body of Christ ought to make us bow our 
heads in shame.  Why? Because Satan knows that revealed unity and love have 
great power to draw unbelievers to the Gospel.  Ladies and gentlemen, it is not 

Page �2



accident that Jesus said in John 13:35, “By this shall all men (not just Christians, 
not just church people, but “all men”) know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love one to another.” 

Here, then, is the basis upon which Paul is building his argument. The 
Corinthian Christians had gotten so caught up in their own self-centeredness 
that they were allowing the real ministry of the church to go undone.  Ladies 
and gentlemen, listen to me tonight; you will never fulfill the ministry to which 
you have been called if you are always focused on your self instead of others!  If 
you are more concerned about being in the “spot light,” about getting the 
credit for what you have done, about trying to belittle and/or discredit those 
who might not agree with you on some matter of ministry, you have no 
ministry! 

Ephesians 4:30-32 says, “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by 
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, 
clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. And be kind to 
one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave 
you.” The Bible makes it clear that when we allow anger, resentment, 
unforgiveness, bitterness, etc. to become a part of our lives, we “grieve the Holy 
Spirit.”  The Greek word translated “grieve” is the word “lupenu” (loo-peh-o) 
which means “to make sorrowful, to affect with sadness, to cause grief.”  In other 
words, when our relationships are not right it breaks the heart of God!  

 Hebrews 6:6 talks about crucifying “the Son of God afresh” and it has 
to do with our turning our backs on His grace.  We hear lots of sermons on the 
pain that Christ must have suffered on the Cross, and that is certainly true.  
But have you ever thought about the pain that He must feel when He sees how 
Christians cannot seem to get along?  Can you imagine how His gentle, pure 
spirit must be wounded as He sees the bitterness instead of the love?  When 
He sees the anger instead of the forgiveness?  When He hears the criticism 
instead of the prayers?  

 It is that kind of attitude that Paul was trying to correct in his writing to 
the church at Corinth. 

 And then, in verses 9 and 10 he gives the Corinthian Christians an ugly list 
of sins and human behavior, “Don’t fool yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual 
sin, who are idol worshipers, adulterers, male prostitutes, homosexuals, thieves, 
greedy people, drunkards, abusers, and swindlers—none of these will have a share 
in the Kingdom of God.”  Why would right in the middle of his discussion of 
Christian behavior and their not being able to get along with each, would he 
start talking about this list of ugly sins and perverted human behavior?  The 
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answer is found in the next verse, “There was a time when some of you were just 
like that, but now your sins have been washed away, and you have been set apart 
for God. You have been made right with God because of what the Lord Jesus 
Christ and the Spirit of our God have done for you.” Remember, it was this same 
Paul who wrote these words in Ephesians 4:32, “And be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.”   

 He is simply saying, “Before you become too critical, and too unforgiving, 
and too judgmental about others, think about what you were before you were 
saved!”  Ladies and gentlemen, that is exactly the same attitude Jesus 
displayed in John 8:7 when the religious leaders threw before Him a woman 
who had been caught in the very act of adultery. As they talked about the Law 
and stoning her because of her sin, they sought to trap Jesus.  The Bible says 
He responded to their condemnation this way, “He who is without sin among you, 
let him throw a stone at her first.”  

 Ladies and gentlemen, do you know why this church is open to all who 
will come and partake of the Gospel?  Because of what God has done in my 
life and yours! 

 As I look at Paul’s list of sins, oh how I understand more and more 
about the wonderful grace of God in my own life! And then those wonderful 
words in verse 11, “…but (now) you are washed, but you are sanctified, but you 
are justified…”  How could such a thing be?  How is it that people like you and I 
can stand in the kingdom of God as “heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ”?  I 
can tell you why.  It is because “the blood of Jesus Christ, (God’s) Son, cleanses 
us from all sin.” Glory to God! 

 And then Paul reminds us that because of our salvation and new standing, 
God has entrusted us with the authority to stand with Him in judgment, as seen in 
verses 2-3, “Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world 
will be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters? Do you not 
know that we shall judge angels?”  

 Paul is saying, “Why have to become so occupied with these trivial matters 
when God has elevated you to this place of authority?”  

These Corinthian Christians had become shortsighted, occupied with 
their own strife and trouble.  And the solution that he offers is for them to lift 
up their eyes and look beyond the present.  They have been delivered from an 
awful past, have been given a place of honor in the present, and have been assured 
of a royal position in eternity.  As children of God, they were delivered and set 
free by the grace of God.  And with the revelation of who they are in Christ Jesus, 
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his question is, “Why are to still so pre-occupied with your petty differences that 
really do not matter anyway?”  

 Folks, one of the greatest tricks that Satan pulls on us, is to get us to 
focus on things that have no eternal value to them.  Things that will get us 
caught up in our own selfish little world. Things that will keep us pre-occupied 
with finger pointing, criticism, and gossip instead of fulfilling the purpose for 
which God has brought us here to complete.   

 Listen, the truth of the matter is this: all of us are never going to agree 
on all things all the time.  We have different temperaments, different 
personalities, different backgrounds that cause us to have different views, 
different ideas on how things should be done.  But none of these things should 
cause us to get side-tracked from what God has called us here to do! 

 So, ladies and gentlemen, we have work to do.  So let’s put our heads and 
hearts together and “Get-r-done.” 
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