
1 Corinthians #8 
The Trap of Carnality 

1 Corinthians 5:1 

 In our studies, we have seen that the city of Corinth was known in 
biblical times as a town of gross immorality. Their excessive sensuality was 
partly the product of Corinthian worship, particularly of Aphrodite, their 
goddess of love and beauty. There was even a temple dedicated solely to the 
worship of Aphrodite! Of course, being a heathen city, Corinth had many other 
temples to various gods and goddesses.   

 It was in this kind of setting that the Corinthian church found itself. In 
spite of their religion, the people were empty and the opportunity to reach this 
city with the Gospel was enormous.  But there was a problem. 

 The church at Corinth was so obsessed by its wisdom and philosophy 
and carnality that it had become careless and indifferent to the needs of 
others.  But in spite of their human intellect they had tragically failed to 
minister to those inside their church, much less those on the outside.  And that 
is always the case when we are more concerned with ourselves than we are others.  

This truth becomes crystal clear as we come to chapter 5.  In verse 1 he 
says, “It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such 
fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have 
his father’s wife.”  

We briefly alluded to this verse in our last study. The person Paul was 
referring to at the end of this verse apparently took his father's wife as a 
sexual partner.  There is some debate among theologians as to whether it was his 
mother or stepmother.  Because of the wording here, I have always taught this 
to be his stepmother. But one thing that we do know is that this man was a 
Christian.  

The first thing Paul does is to remind them of their carnality, and urged the 
congregation to expel this man until he repented, as seen in verses 2-5, “And ye are 
puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be 
taken away from among you. For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, 
have judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so done 
this deed, In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and 
my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, To deliver such a one unto 
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the 
Lord Jesus.” He continues this line of rebuke in verses 12-13, “For what have I to 
do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within?  But 
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them that are without God judgeth.  Therefore put away from among yourselves 
that wicked person.”  

We need to be careful to understand what Paul is saying right here when he 
says, “To deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” 

Let me tell you what he is not saying. Paul is not saying to put this man 
outside of the fellowship of the church, so that he would suffer some awful 
physical disease in order that he might be brought to his senses.  That is not 
what the Bible is teaching here.  

Paul did not say, “the destruction of the body,” he said, “the destruction of 
the flesh.” It was the “flesh” that mastered this man. This truth is seen in 
Romans 7:15-25, “For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; 
but what I hate, that do I. If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law 
that it is good. Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwells in me. For I 
know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwells no good thing: for to will is present 
with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not. For the good that I 
would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now if I do that I would 
not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwells in me. I find then a law, that, when 
I would do good, evil is present with me. For I delight in the law of God after the 
inward man: But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my 
mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. O 
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? I thank 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of 
God; but with the flesh the law of sin.”  

This subject brings us to Hebrews 12:6-7 which says, “For whom the Lord 
loves he chastens, and scourges every son whom he receives. If you endure 
chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father 
does not chasten?” Preachers have taken this passage of scripture and preach 
that, in order for God to discipline us, He causes everything from tornados to 
car accidents to sickness. No, He didn’t! A loving God does not send death and 
destruction on His children to instruct them. 

So how does God deal with us?  The answer is simple – through His 
Word. Jesus made this statement in John 15:3, “Now you are clean through the 
word which I have spoken unto you.”  Ephesians 5:26 says, “That he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word.” 1 Timothy 4:5-6 
says, “For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. If thou put the brethren in 
remembrance of these things, thou shall be a good minister of Jesus Christ, 
nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast 
attained.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, “Every Scripture is God-breathed and is 
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profitable for instruction, for reproof (conviction of sin), for correction of error and 
discipline in obedience, and for training in righteousness, so that the man of God 
may be complete and proficient, well fitted and thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.”  

It is true that your heavenly Father loves you and because He does, He 
will chasten you.  But He will do it with spiritual, no fleshly tools.  He will use 
the spirit power in His Word to chasten unbelief and purify your spirit in such a 
way that you will come out strong, not weak and condemned.  

It is obvious that over a period of time, this man was apparently convicted 
by Paul's words in his first letter, since in Paul's second letter to the Corinthians he 
urged the congregation to kindly forgive and comfort this man because he had 
apparently repented, as seen in 2 Corinthians 7:9, “Now I rejoice, not that you were 
made sorry, but that you sorrowed to repentance: for you were made sorry after a 
godly manner, that you might receive damage by us in nothing.” Paul is 
reminding this man that he did not write the letter to hurt him, but to cause 
him to see his error and change.  In all of this, the heart of Paul is not one of 
condemnation but compassion. 

Being a Pharisee, Paul was aware of Psalm 136:1 that says, “O give thanks 
unto the Lord; for he is good: for his mercy endures for ever.” That phrase from 
Psalm 136 became a phrase of victory for Israel. 

When Solomon finished building the house of the Lord, the trumpeters and 
singers lifted their voices as one, and with trumpets, cymbal, and instruments of 
music, they praised the Lord saying, “For He is good: for His mercy endureth 
forever.” 

Jehoshaphat appointed singer to go before the army and say, “Praise the 
Lord! For His mercy endures forever.”  

The reason that Paul could show so much compassion and extend an attitude 
of mercy, is because he understood how God responded to his need, as seen in 1 
Timothy 1:15, “This is a true saying, and everyone should believe it: Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners – and I was the worst of them all.”  I am 
convinced that is why Paul has given us the advice found in Ephesians 4:32, “…
forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.” 

The good news is that God’s mercy really does endure forever!  It has 
been thousands of years and His willingness to act on man’s behalf is still 
operating in the earth.  His mercy never runs out. Neither has is abated or 
weakened. 
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Even though he was filled with compassion he also understood the 
destruction of carnality.  And he understood the need for godly wisdom, as seen 
in 1 Corinthians 3:19-20, “For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. 
For it is written, He takes the wise in their own craftiness. And again, The Lord 
knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.”  

In 1 Corinthians 2:16 Paul asked the Church at Corinth the same question 
Isaiah had asked the rebellious Jews, “For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.” Paul struggled with 
the fact that, as Christians, these people “have the mind of Christ,” but they 
were living and making decisions as if they were spiritual morons.  

One of problems of spiritual carnality is the desire for control, to have 
some measure of authority, to be in charge. Therefore, Paul was writing to the 
various spiritual leaders in Corinth, who in Paul’s absence had become 
influential and self-important, and were trying to seize control of the Church.  
They were haughty, overbearing and boastful.  And he warned them in 1 
Corinthians 4:6, “Not to think of men above that which is written, that not one of 
you be puffed up against another.”  

Listen very carefully to this statement: every time there is a “power 
struggle” in any church, it is done so by undisciplined, unsubmitted Christians 
who reject authority and cannot see the hurt, pain, and destruction caused by 
division. And the reason they cannot see the destruction is because they are so 
focused on themselves they have lost sight of holy God! 

One of the sad commentaries on our present-day society is that we have 
raised a generation of people that have no respect for any kind of authority (in 
church and out of church; Christian and none-Christian).  I am convinced 
that we will never respond to the direct authority of God until we learn to 
respond to the indirect authority God has placed over us.  

The idea of respecting those in authority is again brought to our attention in 
1 Timothy 2:1-2, “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; for kings, and for all that 
are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
honesty.”  

Ever so often you hear someone say something like, “Well, I just don’t agree 
with what they are doing.”  Listen, God does not tell us to respect authority 
because they are always right.  The Bible says that we are to respect authority 
because it is the authority! Authority can be wrong, but it must still be respected! 
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Spiritual carnality causes Christians to develop love-hate attitudes 
towards the things of God. For example, when we first come to church, we 
love everything. We love the music, the choir, the preaching and the nursery. 
And we make statements like, "I love this place. This is the greatest church that I 
have ever attended.”  

But then time passes, and we don’t seem to be getting the attention that 
we want, and we don’t seem to have the input that we think we ought to have. 
And all of a sudden we hate the choir that we used to love; we hate the music 
that we used to love; we hate the nursery, etc.  

Carnality leads us to be love-hate Christians, incapable of a sustained, 
harmonious relationship.  

What, then, is the answer?  The answer is simple: renew your 
commitment to Christ, and decide to allow “the mind of Christ” to change 
your attitude. Paul has given us these instructions in Philippians 4:8-9 that will set 
your Christ-like attitude in motion, “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just! whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. Those things, which 
ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the peace of 
God shall be with you.” Folks, you have to choose to change your attitude! And 
when you do, I promise you, it will impact your entire family.   

Second, you not only have to think with “the mind of Christ,” you have 
to love with the “love of Christ.”  1 Corinthians 13:4-8 reminds us, “Love suffers 
long and, is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 
does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does 
not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.”  

Let God cleanse our thoughts and our motives as we continue to focus 
the lordship of Christ. 
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