
1 Corinthians #4 
Standing In the Power of God 

1 Corinthians 2: 1-10 

The statement in verse 2, "I determined not to know any thing among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified,” should be for us all, not a record of 
achievement but, humbly before God, the desire of our hearts in our ministry for 
Him.  

That brings me right to the very heart of the message of this portion of 
Scripture. Paul is addressing himself to a situation which, humanly speaking, 
is far too big for him, a situation in which many a preacher has found himself 
ever since. He sees in Corinth what I would call, in the first place, a mission to be 
fulfilled, as seen in verse 5, "That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God.”  

Many years ago, The New Yorker ran a cartoon in which a smiling 
woman was jabbering nonstop to a glum-faced companion.  The smiling 
woman finally says, “Well, that’s enough about me. Now let’s talk about you. What 
do you think about me?” 

The apostle Paul had an entirely different perspective.  You see, he 
understood that in a city like Corinth, so full of human pride and sin, that the 
little group of Christians could not face the challenge of presenting Christ if 
their faith was based only on intellectual assent. Their faith must stand on the 
rock of revelation rather than on the sands of' human philosophy.  Nothing but the 
miracle of the grace of God revealed in lives transformed by the Spirit of God 
could ever convict a Corinth. If these young Christians lacked reality, they 
would crumble under the pressure and be sucked into the quicksand of sin 
around them.  Corinth was far too clever for them, and far too sinful; therefore 
their faith must stand in the power of God and not in the wisdom of men.   

This is Paul's concern for the young church. Somehow the little band of 
believers must confront that great city with the reality of their faith, proving 
that their message is something that God has communicated to them from 
heaven itself.  

That is equally true today.  Whether or not we realize it, if you and I are 
ever to survive as Christian people (putting it on the lowest level), let alone 
live triumphantly in Christ, a theoretical presentation is totally inadequate. 
The world we live in is too clever and sinful for that, and if we have nothing more, 
we will be sucked under by the whirlpool of philosophies and "isms," the tide of 
sin and vice.   
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In 2 Corinthians 4:7 Paul tells us, "We have this treasure in earthen vessels, 
that the Excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us." These earthen 
vessels are helpless and weak in themselves, and 2 Corinthians 6:7 reminds us that 
in the battle of life we must stand "By the word of truth, by the power of God, by 
the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left." In other words, we 
must recognize our own weakness that the power of Christ may rest upon us. 
Now, you need to be careful right here, because we are not to dwell on our 
weakness, but simply to understand that in our own selves we are no match 
for the power of Satan. Our battle was won at Calvary, but it is through faith that 
the implement the victorious Christian life. 

What the world, the flesh, and Satan need to see is Christians standing 
in faith. And yet, to the world, faith is totally illogical. Its very definition has to 
do with something unreasonable, as seen in Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” In other words, 
faith has no tangible substance. It is based solely on the Word of God, as seen in 
Romans 10:17, “So, then, faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of 
God.”  

Paul is writing to a people who have been scarred by sin, disillusioned 
by their intellect, and raped by their society, and he wants to talk about faith.  
And he introduces the subject with this statement, “All I want you to know is the 
blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son cleanses us from all sin.” That is his theme for 
Corinth, and that should be the theme of all preaching today. God has not 
called us to judge/condemn people based on their past failures, but to point 
them to victory in the finished work of Christ! That must be the message and 
principle of your life if you are going to minister in the power of God. 

We are living in a time of the greatest gospel revelation in history. There 
are more preachers, more books, and more gospel-media saturation than ever.  
Yet there has never been more distress, affliction and troubled minds among God’s 
people than this very hour. And I am convinced the reason we are seeing so 
much stress and so little deliverance, the reason we are seeing so much 
sickness and so little healing, the reason we are seeing so much failure and so 
little victory, is unbelief.  The fact is, God has spoken with great clarity in 
these last days.  And this is what He has said, “I have already given you my Word, 
now stand on it.”   

The words of faith that Paul spoke were to be an encouragement for 
himself. Paul himself says that he had come to Corinth in weakness, in fear, 
and in much trembling.  He had come to the European continent for the first time 
and his reception had not been very pleasant. He was imprisoned at Philippi, 
smuggled out of Thessalonica, driven out of Berea, and when he reached 
Athens and started to argue with them on the basis of their agnosticism, he 
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accomplished very little. He was pressed in spirit as he came to Corinth, and God 
Himself had to encourage him, as seen in Acts 18:9-10, "Be not afraid, but speak, 
and hold not thy peace: For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt 
thee: for I have much people in this city."   

Knowing the strength of Corinthian wisdom and the character of that 
city, the depths of its sin and the tremendous boast of its intellect, he 
determined that he would not argue or debate anybody, but present the 
crucified, risen Lord.  Ladies and gentlemen, it is a fact; you do not need to 
get into an argument with a lost person about Scripture. Even if you win the 
argument, you might very well lose a friend, or even worse, lose the opportunity to 
lead that person to a saving knowledge of Christ.  

So why is Paul so determined to stay within the context of the cross?  I 
think there are some very good reasons for his actions.  

First, the Cross gives us a reason to worship. Colossians 2:13-14 says, 
"You were once dead because of your failures and your uncircumcised corrupt 
nature. But God made you alive with Christ when he forgave all our failures. He 
did this by erasing the charges that were brought against us by the written laws 
God had established He took the charges away by nailing them to the Cross."  

I have realized recently that nothing weakens my worship like mental 
and spiritual clutter. Often when I am trying to worship, if I am not careful, 
my mind will become preoccupied with some trivial matter. And the result is 
that I lose my focus and lose my spiritual involvement.  

The only antidote for spiritual ADD is Christ's Cross; it is, in fact, the 
only reason we can stand before God and worship him. Our actions alone 
cannot please him. The only reason we can connect with him is because he paid 
the full price of our sin. That makes Christ's death on the Cross the focal point 
of our worship. We can't focus on ourselves and still focus on the Cross; he did 
what we couldn't do for ourselves.  

Without the Cross, we can't connect with God in the first place, and 
without the Cross we have no reason to live the kind of life that honors him. 

Second, the Cross is the basis of our fellowship. Ephesians 2:15-16 says, 
"He abolished the Jewish Law with its commandments and rules, in order to create 
out of the two races one new people in union with himself, in this way making 
peace. By his death on the Cross Christ destroyed their enmity; by means of the 
Cross he united both races into one body and brought them back to God." 
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Since the very beginning of the church God has been in the business of 
making peace between diverse groups of people. At first it was the Jewish and 
non-Jewish people of the Roman world. Today that same God brings together 
people from vastly different ethnic and social groups from around the planet.   

What is powerful enough to bring the Christian church together across 
cultures? Only the Cross. Nothing else has the power to fuse people of different 
goals, backgrounds and even languages. Why? As believers, we are keenly aware 
that the same sacrifice that paves the way for a convicted murderer to have a 
relationship with God also paves the way for our own relationship with God.  

Two thousand years after the most pivotal event in human history, God is 
still reconciling people to himself and calling them to reconcile with each other 
through the power of the Cross.  

Do you feel animosity toward another believer? Jesus endured the same 
Cross for you as he did for your "enemy." Allow what Christ did on the Cross to 
heal the scars between you, even if you think he or she is more at fault that you.   

Three, the Cross models our ministry. Philippians 2:3-8 says, “Don't be 
selfish; don't live to make a good impression on others. Be humble, thinking of 
others as better than yourself. Don't think only about your own affairs, but be 
interested in others, too, and what they are doing. Your attitude should be the same 
that Christ Jesus had though he was God, he did not demand and cling to his rights 
as God. He made himself nothing; he took the humble position of a slave and 
appeared in human form. And in human form he obediently humbled himself even 
further by dying a criminal's death on a Cross."  

The greatest example of a servant’s heart is found in the life and death 
of Jesus Christ. Paul tells us that even though Jesus was God, he humbled 
himself by taking on human form and dying on the Cross. The Creator of the 
universe died on a Cross to serve us - he put our needs over his comfort.   

We must do the same. We must think of others before ourselves, 
whether serving at church or the office, or your community, and your own 
home. Let the Cross be your model for ministry.   

Four, the Cross is the content of our evangelism. Galatians 6:14 says, "As 
for me, God forbid that I should boast about anything except the Cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Because of that Cross, my interest in this world died long ago, and the 
world's interest in me is also long dead."  
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God commands us to take care of the widows, orphans, and the poor. He 
tells us that peacemakers will be blessed. And God tells us to love our neighbors 
as ourselves. Still we can't be confused - only one message on the planet has the 
power to change lives and defy death? Jesus died on a Cross and rose again in 
three days for every person who believes in him.   

That is the content of our message to the world. Because God loved us 
and showed grace to us, he motivates us to love others in practical ways, but 
unless we tell them about what Christ did for them on the Cross, the Bible 
says they will spend an eternity separated from him.  

Often the world gets confused by our message. The sad part is that it is the 
simplest message in history, as seen in John 3:16, "For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have 
eternal life."  

My friend, Jesus is not on that cross anymore.  He is alive and well and 
desires to see you saved.  
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