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What Will the Resurrection Be Like? (#39)

1 Corinthians 15: 35-50

 We are taking this chapter very slowly to make sure we understand that 
the Christian life, in spite of its dangers and trials, as well as its joys and 
blessings, does indeed lead us on to heaven. 

The main reason for this 15th chapter of 1 Corinthians having been written is 
seen in verse 12, "…how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the 
dead?" Paul has answered that question by stating the evidence and showing 
the implications of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Then he went on to show 
the significance of that truth in the life of the Christian.  

There still remain two questions unanswered, and they are in verse 35, "But 
some will say, How are the dead raised up? And with what body to they come?" 

In spite of all that Paul has said, there are some people who are still not 
satisfied. This is the question of the skeptic, and he is naturally so. We do not 
need to be too hard on him, for at one time or another, most of us have wondered 
about the resurrection, because all of us have witnessed death and decay. We will 
spend large sums of money for lavish funerals seeking to cover over the reality 
of death. But what about the body that has been burned or smashed to pieces 
as the result of an accident in the air or on the highway? What about those who 
have been drowned in the depths of the ocean? What those people that have been 
cremated?  

How are the dead raised up? I am reminded of the question that Paul 
himself asked King Agrippa in Acts 26:8, "Why should it be thought a thing 
incredible with you, that God should raise the dead?" Here we face a great 
question that is on the minds of many people, because they are convinced that 
it is completely impossible, not being able to understand the process. How 
could ashes scattered to the elements, bones in the depth of the sea, flesh that has 
gone back to dust, be brought together again?  

How does the Holy Spirit answer these very natural questions? How are 
the dead raised up? With what body do they come? What will we all be like 
when we get to heaven?  
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Almost, as if Paul has become a little upset, He replies "0 foolish one!” In 
order to show the simplicity of this great truth, he approaches the problem of 
physical resurrection along three lines. 

In answer to the first question, "How are the dead raised up?" Paul gives a 
simple illustration of a death that is an example, in verses 36-38. To answer the 
second question, "With what body do they come?" He points out a difference that 
is eternal in verses 39-43. Then he goes on to show us also a distinction that is 
essential, in verses 44-50.  

If it is true beyond all possible doubt that the dead are raised up, it 
should make a big difference as how we live our lives down here. If dust and 
ashes are in fact the end; if the cemetery, the crematorium, the ocean, are indeed 
the finish, well, as Paul says, “Let us eat and drink: for tomorrow we die." But if 
the dead are raised up, if a man must, in his flesh, see God, if there is an 
appointment with Him awaiting every one of us, then our preparation for that 
day is important.  

The illustration Paul gives is that of a simple grain of wheat. He invites 
us to look at it. First take it in your hand, and then plant it in the ground. What 
happens to it? It dies! But soon you will see a green shoot, and it unmistakably 
comes alive again, not the same grain you put in, but another plant. Yet by some 
amazing miracle that new plant has come out of the grain that you put in the 
ground. The two are distinctly different, but they are absolutely connected. 
The grain which is put into the ground dies, but it is quickened into life, for there 
would be no coming again into life except first that grain has died. As Jesus said in 
John 12:24, "Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: 
but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit."  

The mystery of the resurrection of the body is no greater than that. If 
you say that because there are mysteries you cannot understand you refuse to 
believe the resurrection of the body, then logically you have to say, “I don’t believe 
in harvest, because I don’t understand the process." 

Look at that bare grain you are putting into the ground, and then in a 
few months look at the harvest. A new life, a new plant, but out of the old 
grain that has been planted into death. You can only explain the miracle of 
growth if you put God behind it, and say in the words of verse 38, "But God giveth 
it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body." All the harvest 
fields of the world are eternal witness to the work of God who takes hold of 
death, brings it to life, gives it a new body, and produces the harvest.  
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We have seen it in the Lord Jesus Himself. He is referred to as "the first 
fruits,"  in this chapter. Think of Him after His resurrection in a new body, and 
yet the old body. It was planted into the ground, dead. It was raised a new 
body, not subject to the laws of the old body, the limitations of conditions of 
time and space, not touched by exhaustion and pain. Here is the whole 
principle. As Paul says, it is no more difficult to believe in the resurrection 
than it is to believe in harvest. It is no more difficult for God to raise the dead 
than it is to raise Jesus Christ from the tomb.  

You cannot explain how God does all that, but you believe in the 
"resurrection" of the grain because you see it. Because you cannot see it, don't 
dismiss the fact of the resurrection of the body from the grave, from the ocean, 
from the crematorium, from anywhere, for God is omnipotent, and with Him 
all things are possible. 

Paul's answer to the second question is given in verses 39-43. We know it is 
true that all flesh on earth is not the same flesh; there is one flesh of men, 
another of beasts, another of fish, another of birds. But this distinction is not 
only true on earth, it is true also in heaven, as seen in verse 40, "There are also 
celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the 
glory of the terrestrial is another." Then Paul cites again an example from the 
wonderful panorama of the skies above, as seen in verses 41-42, "There is one 
glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for 
one star differeth from another star in glory. So also is the resurrection of the 
dead.” There is a difference that is eternal. 

Isn't it breath taking when you think about it, that there are no two 
people alike? There are no two stars alike; there are no two fish, or flowers, 
or even blades of grass alike. There is an amazing distinction in the glory of 
earthly forms all around us. And then Paul says, "So also is the resurrection of the 
dead."  

He is teaching that the difference that exists here will exist forever in the 
glory. A human personality is not wiped out by disaster; it is preserved 
forever, with all its distinctions and differences. Just as we have different 
appearances here, so we will differ there. That is why we will know one another 
when we get to heaven.  

Paul tells us, however, that there is one thing in which we will all be 
alike. When the trumpet shall sound, we shall all be lifted out from the grave 
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on that great resurrection day. Something will happen to all of us that will 
completely counteract everything that took place in that grave. There the body 
was sown in corruption, but it shall be raised in incorruption, with no disease, 
no decay, no pain, no suffering, and no blemish - perfect!  

It has been sown in dishonor; it will be raised in honor, a body to glory 
in. The bodies of men and women redeemed by the blood of Christ have been 
in dwelt by the Spirit here, but the resurrection body will be the greatest glory 
in heaven. For there the Lord Jesus is to be admired in all of us who have 
believed; we are to be the jewels in His crown. 

In this body we have sinned; in that body we shall be made perfect. In 
this body we have failed; in that body we shall love and obey God without 
fault!   

How can that be? The answer is seen in verse 44, "There is a natural body, 
and there is a spiritual body." A literal translation of the adjectives in verse 44 
would be, "There is a psychic body, and there is a pneumatic body." Right now, 
you and I are living in a "psychic" body. In heaven we are going to live in 
what Paul calls a "pneumatic" body!  

The natural or psychic body is governed by the soul. It is a body that 
has to be mastered, kept in subjection. If this "flesh" is not disciplined it will 
lead us into endless sin and trouble, defeat and failure. 

There is also a "pneumatic" body; that comes from the Greek word 
meaning “spirit.” It is therefore a spiritual body, governed by the Holy Spirit, 
no longer under the mastery of the animal life, but under the complete control 
of the Holy Spirit of God. 

Now here is the miracle: I sow in death the "psychic" body; God raises 
in the resurrection the "pneumatic," or spiritual body. I sow in death the 
natural; God raises that which is supernatural. I sow in death that which is of 
sin; God raises that which is of victory. The two are essentially different, but the 
one comes out of the other. 

Think of Jesus after His resurrection, as He walked along the Emmaus 
road, when He came to the Upper Room. There had never been a resurrection 
from the dead until then. You may say, "But what about Lazarus?" He was not 
raised from the dead, he was revived from the dead, He was healed. And 
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because he still had a body that was weak and decaying, he went back to the 
tomb. 

When Christ arose, He was beyond all the limitations and weaknesses of 
the human body. Doors need not be opened, He came through them. He was 
not limited by time and space.  

Verse 45 says, "The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam 
was made a life-giving spirit." The first Adam was made a living soul: natural, 
earthly, flesh and blood, and became mastered by sin. The last Adam, Christ, 
was made a life-giving spirit, spiritual, heavenly.  

Verse 49 gives us this great promise, "And as we have borne the image of 
the earthly, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly." You and I have borne 
the image of the earthly indeed, with all its sin, failure, frustration, pain, 
suffering, sorrow, heartbreak. Although we have been made in the image of 
Adam by our first birth, the Lord from heaven has, in sovereign grace and 
mercy, stepped into the personality of every child of God, and given us 
resurrection life, that which is spiritual. 

Therefore, Paul shows us an inescapable conclusion in verse 50, "Flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit 
incorruption." Of course not! It is of the earth, earthly, living in sin, decay, 
defeat, and bondage. If, however, the Lord Jesus has come into our lives and 
we have received the life-giving Spirit, we have a foretaste of that which is to 
be forever. 

Now listen to me very carefully, if you ever expect to "bear the image of 
the heavenly" in eternity, you must possess the heavenly life now.  My friend, 
"eternal life" is a present reality for those who are saved. And only those who 
know Jesus Christ as their personal Savior now will get to live with Him then. 

If you have never been saved, then why not come right now to accept Jesus 
Christ as your Savior? 


