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The Permanence of Love (#35)

1 Corinthians 13:8

 In our two previous studies of 1 Corinthians 13, we have seen in the first 
three verses the supremacy of love, in the next four verses the qualities of love, 
and now we come to what I call the permanence of love, or, if you prefer, the 
power of love. 

"Love never faileth." Now “never” is a long time, but love reaches to the 
uttermost. The greatest things about love is that it lasts. You ask why? The 
answer is simple: "God is love." That love of God is shed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit, so that the evidence of genuine Christian experience is not 
what we say we believe, but how much we love! This love is not only a quality 
of life but also a responsibility which we owe to fellow believers. The Apostle 
John reminds us in 1 John 5:1, "Every one that loveth him that begat loveth him 
also that is begotten of him."  

The three words, "Love never faileth," are not only the heart of this 
chapter, they are the heart of the whole message of God to the church at 
Corinth. We begin, therefore, with a brief consideration of the contrast that 
love should bring.  

Here in the wicked city of Corinth is a church supposedly indwelt by the 
life of Jesus Christ. It is to be governed by His will and to reveal His love. But 
the city is mastered by materialism, by antagonism to the things of God, by 
resistance to the Spirit of God; self-centered, self-wi11ed, and utterly callous to the 
things of eternity. There should be a great contrast, therefore, which marks out 
clearly where every inhabitant of that city stands in his relationship to heaven! 
Even though in everyday life they are rubbing shoulders constantly in 
business, in social life, in commerce, there is to be one factor which 
demonstrates unmistakably who is a Christian and who is not. 

The church is called into fellowship with Jesus Christ (1:9); all His 
resources belong to them, and all of their resources belong to Him. This is a 
partnership which, with dual commitment, is intended to be irresistible and 
completely victorious! To make Christ known in Corinth is the obligation of this 
church, and to make Him known by this weapon of love is to insure their victory.  

Salvation and obligation have always been inseparable. This contrast is 
true in the world in which we live today, and we can put the name of our city 



2

or town in the place of Corinth. It is not our BELIEF but our LOVE that 
distinguishes our relationship to heaven to those outside the walls of this church.  

But the church at Corinth had been failing in its task because its 
convictions concerning the gospel were shallow and inadequate. Not that there 
was anything wrong with their doctrine, but there was a great deal wrong with 
their behavior. A carnal church, a divided church, a worldly church, a 
compromising church, can never effectively proclaim a spiritual message.  

The trouble, of course, is very simply diagnosed. It is just that the spirit 
of Corinth - its luxury, indiscipline, cleverness, philosophy, all of these things - 
had crept into the life of the church. Division, moral laxity, selfishness, and 
unconcern were sapping the vitality of this little group of believers until they were 
nearly overcome by the sin of the city around them. 

Paul dealt with this problem, you recall, first by correction, and then by 
instructive teaching. He made it perfectly clear that what happened in Corinth 
should never have happened at all. It happened because the church was feebly 
trying to resist the avalanche of corruption by carnal methods: eloquence, wisdom, 
and philosophy. While all the time, the church was ignoring its only source of 
victory and power, the law of love imparted by the Holy Spirit. When a church 
or a Christian begins to function on higher ground, they live on a plane that 
puts them beyond all competition. 

Once again, all this is just as true of the Christian church today. Our 
convictions concerning the gospel have too often been shallow and inadequate, 
especially in terms of our responsibility to others. It is not that our beliefs are 
wrong, but that somehow they do not seem to have affected our behavior. 
Selfishness breeds selfishness, unconcern breeds shallowness, worldliness 
breeds compromise, and materialism breeds spiritual laziness. All these things 
today threaten to engulf the whole Christian church until we lose the reality of 
our testimony to this generation. The intended contrast between the Christian and 
the unbeliever is absolutely unrecognized.  

Where, therefore, is the conquest of the church? What can put us on a 
level where no one can compete? The answer to the need of the church today, I 
believe, is not a new visitation of God from heaven, but that Christians will begin 
to live in accordance with the principles laid down in the Word of God, especially 
the love of God imparted by the Holy Spirit when we were born again.  We need 
to become doers of the Word and not hearers only! 
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A love that never fails - that is the quality that is to characterize every 
child of God in every circumstance, seven days a week. The total Christian 
impact is made by a fellowship of Christian people mastered by the cross of 
Christ, anointed with the passionate love of the Lord, and therefore driven by 
a principle that never fails. 

This very remarkable word which we find translated "faileth” in our 
English New Testament has several significant meanings. Let me give you a 
few so that you may see the power of the thing that God puts into our lives. 

The first meaning would be "love never falls to the ground," like the 
petals of a flower begin to fall, because there is decay in them. Love never does 
that, because there is no trace of decay in love. Then, "Love never loses its 
strength," as does a traveler who sets out on a long, weary journey and grows tired, 
because love is inexhaustible. Then, "Love never leaves its place," because love 
is immovable. As you look out on a starlit night, the stars sometimes seem to 
fall, but love never loses its place. Then, "Love never drops out of line,” like a 
poor, exhausted soldier on the march might do, because love is absolutely tireless. 
All its comrades may fall on the march, but love doggedly, patiently 
perseveres, because it can never fail. 

As Phillips put it: love "can outlast anything. It is in fact, the one thing that 
still stands when all else has fallen" (13:8). Such love has its origin in heaven and 
its perfect expression in Jesus Christ our Lord, who "having loved his own which 
were in the world, he loved them unto the end" (John 13:1).  

This is the love of God from which nothing can separate the Christian, 
and this is the quality of life by which you and I are to be distinguished from 
everyone around us. Throughout all time and eternity we will be realizing 
more fully than ever the breadth, length, depth and height of the love of God 
which passes all understanding. Disappointments, disillusionments, and defeats 
can never rob it from us, because its power lives in us in the Person of the Holy 
Spirit.   

Some people say that in certain churches there is a sense of deadness. 
Maybe that is true, but what do you think causes a congregation to become 
involved in worship in the first place? It is when a congregation has given 
themselves to the Lordship of Christ, and in whose lives there is love and sacrifice 
to the limit - then that church, will reflect the glory of the indwelling Christ.  
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To be very practical, and to bring our study right down to where we are 
tonight, and in our everyday living, here are some suggestions. 

First, live in simplicity. That is, hold the things of this world lightly. 

Secondly, recover mobility. As a church we must move out today for 
God, and not be hindered by the machinery of organization or the deadness of 
tradition. 

Third, determine priorities. What comes first in the life of a church 
must be the love of Christ flowing from our hearts to theirs. People are saved 
one person at a time as we shown them that we really do care. 

Fourth, share responsibilities. Not everyone can do the same work, but 
everyone has been given the measure of grace according to our gifts. There is a 
ministry for each of us if we will just STOP trying to find what WE want to do, and 
start doing what GOD wants us to do. 

Fifth, limit activities. It is no mark of spirituality to be out at a meeting 
every night of the week. Sometime we become so involved with organization that 
we lose sight of God. Busyness can lead to barrenness. 

Sixth, exploit opportunities. Start right where you are, in your job, in 
your situation, and attack for Jesus. Make a phone call, or just say a word for 
Jesus.  

What is the consequences of all this? At the Judgment, love is the 
ultimate test with which we are going to be faced. Our love for JESUS, and our 
love for our FELLOWMAN. 

And, if I fail here it is strong evidence that I may not have known Jesus 
Christ at all. No matter what I have claimed to believe, no matter what 
doctrine of faith I have supported, no matter what position I may have taken 
to defend the truth, if I have failed in love, I am not fitted for the presence of 
God. For it simply means that I have never been near enough to the heart of Jesus 
to feel His love and compassion.  

Not that it does not matter what you believe; it matters a Great deal that 
you should accept the Word of God from beginning to end as basic in your 
life. But the great test is: How much do you love? Love brings heaven near to 
others. Love lifts up the fallen and comforts the sorrowing. Love challenges 
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corrupt moral standards. Love faces broken homes and leads husbands and 
wives back to the New Testament standards of life.  

How much do YOU love tonight?


