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The Love Life (#34)

1 Corinthians 13:4-7

 In our study of 1 Corinthians, we have come to the love chapter - the 
greatest thing ever written on that subject. We are pausing here so that the 
atmosphere and spirit of love may encompass our lives, that the warmth and 
glow of love may flood our hearts and minds. I am quite certain that there is 
nothing we need more than a refreshing of the love of God in our lives.  

In the first part of this chapter there are two contrasting pictures. In the 
opening three verses we see a man who has a lot of gifts, but no love. In the 
next four verses we see a man who has a lot of love, but apparently no gifts. In 
some measure the church at Corinth fitted into the first of these, but it found 
no place in the second at all, for it was completely without love. 

In the second part there is no reference to any gifts, and yet as we read 
those wonderful words we feel the impact of this life of love, this 
Christlikeness of character. While gifts without love are absolutely worthless, 
yet love, apparently without any gifts, is a quality which will stand the test of 
time and eternity.  

This picture of love is a photograph of the Lord Jesus Christ in His 
inner character. And in His church, His body, He wants to have many 
reprints. We are looking at the Original, Himself; He looks at us, for what He is in 
this so are we to be. He is looking for the perfect reproduction of His love in us. 
To love like this is to be like our Lord, and our unlikeness to Christ is 
proportionate to our failure to love. Christians are those born again by the Holy 
Spirit, in whom the Savior has become incarnate again, for we are partakers of a 
new nature - His character, which is love.  

This description of love shows it in sharp contrast to everything the 
Corinthian church was, and also of what we have ever been.  

Love is very patient, but we are impatient. Love is very kind, but we are 
discontented and unkind. Love knows no jealousy, but we are many times 
envious of others who have more than we do, or we think they do. Love makes no 
parade, but we are so proud. Love gives itself no airs and is never rude, but we 
are ill mannered. Love is never selfish, but we are self-centered. Love is never 
irritated, but we become short-tempered so easily. Love is never resentful, but 
we look for slights and cherish wrongs. Love is never glad when others go 
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wrong, but we take a secret delight in the failures of other people. Love is 
gladdened by goodness, always slow to expose and eager to believe the best, 
but we are awful quick to condemn.  

Sin and Satan have robbed us of all likeness to God's character, but here 
is an outline of what the grace of God and the power of the indwelling Holy 
Spirit have come to do in our lives. In verses 4-6 are listed the qualities of 
character with which love has nothing to do, the things about which it is 
passive and negative. The power of love holds a life in restraint, that it may not do 
evil. In verse 7, love is active and positive: believing, hoping, enduring. Here is 
love sending out, constraining. Love holds back from what we would be by 
ourselves; love forces us on to that which, humanly speaking, we are helpless to 
accomplish. 

There are fourteen descriptions of what I might call "the ingredients of 
love" in these few verses. In each we see Jesus Christ and recognize His 
purpose that each one of us should be like Him in His character of love. 

1.  “Love suffers long.” That is the first quality love displays. In other 
words, having been wronged, love is patient and silent. It refuses to give way to 
anger, though it could rightfully be resentful when it has been unjustly treated. 
Though love suffers wounds and injury, it does not strike back. The Lord 
Jesus, when He was reviled, reviled not again. How about you?  

2. "Love is kind." To endure wrong could be just a triumph of resistance, 
but to be kind to the person who has done the wrong is a triumph of grace. 
The love of God. is not only patient but kind. The Lord Jesus showed the 
greatest kindness to Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him. The truth of the matter is 
that we are even unlovable and unkind to our friends. The greatest thing that 
you can ever do this side of heaven, and perhaps we do not have much longer 
to do it, is to be. Love not only takes the injury, but shows positive grace and 
kindness to the person responsible for it. Are we like that?  

3. “Love envies not.” Love does not begrudge the greater gifts and 
recognition of others, or seek out gain for itself. In other words, the person 
whose life is guided by love does not always have to be in the spotlight. We talk 
about our commitment and our service, but where there is no love, there will 
inevitably be envy. This was the seed of the first murder in human history, and 
it has been a seed of murder ever since. I promise you, when Christians are 
not allowing their lives to be guided by love, envy begins to dominate their 
lives. And in the lives of Christians, where they seek to justify their ugly and 
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ungodly attitude, envy is a very, very hard thing to overcome. But love is perfectly 
content to take the back seat. Are you eaten up with envy, jealous of other’s 
gifts, opportunities, abilities, possessions, or even position in life?  

4. “Love vaunteth not itself.” As Moffatt puts it, "Love makes no parade." It 
does not show off or boast or brag; it is not proud or conceited. Love never 
seeks to win the praise and applause of others! When a man begins to boast, he 
is advertising his emptiness and his ignorance. There is no arrogance in love, it is 
too big for that. The Lord Jesus never "showed off." His greatness was revealed 
not merely in what He displayed but in the things He suppressed. He laid aside 
His glory and humbled Himself for the sake of others. How about you? Are 
you boastful, conceited, or proud? 

5. “Love is not puffed up." It is never arrogant, but humble. It is never 
self-satisfied or critical of others. "Love gives itself no airs," is the way Moffatt 
translates it. The person who is self-centered is always critical of others. The 
Lord Jesus never showed vanity or conceit or contempt of others. Do you?  

6. “Love does not behave itself unseemly.” It is not rude or ill-mannered, 
but always courteous. This is the love of God shown in the little, everyday 
things of life: the good manners in a world gone mad. There is much too much 
blundering goodness, uncouth religion, unlovely testimony, and unattractive 
Christian witness, because of a lack of love. The Lord Jesus always said and did 
the right thing in the right way at the right time. Yet there is such a lack  of 
real Christian goodness and courtesy in our everyday lives. How about you?  

7. “Love seeks not her own.” That is to say, love is not selfish, but self-
forgetful. Love does not grasp for it’s own rights, but finds its joy in serving 
others. How often we seek our own advancements and interests, sometimes at the 
expense of other people, entirely unconcerned for their welfare, their blessing and 
growth.  

8. “Love is not easily provoked.” That is a shattering statement! That 
simply means that love is not hot tempered. Actually, there is no sin that so 
disrupts a home, so spoils a Christian family, so ruins children in their upbringing, 
as sheer bad temper. It is often excused as something that people cannot help, 
but it demonstrates a lack of love. In other words, love is never irritable or 
touchy, and is never resentful or vindictive. Love is not easily provoked. How 
about you?  
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9. “Love thinks no evil." Love will always keep a record of the many 
kindnesses it receives, and is thankful for them, but love will not keep a record 
of wrongs it has suffered with a view of getting even.  It does not keep in its 
memory a list of injustices; love has an amazing power to forget. The Lord 
Jesus Christ came to blot out our transgressions and to remember them against us 
no more forever. For when the blood of Jesus Christ was shed for the remission 
of my sins, and God sees the blood and my faith in Christ’s atoning sacrifice, 
He not only forgives, but He forgets. Has that ability been imparted to your 
life? Or do you build up a list of wrongs done to you and bide your time for 
retaliation? It is said of Abraham Lincoln that he never forgot a kindness, but 
he had no room in his mind for the memory of a wrong. How about you? 

10. “Love rejoices not in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth.” I like Moffatt's 
paraphrase, "Love is never glad when others go wrong; love is gladdened by 
goodness." In other words, love does not delight in exposing the weakness of 
other people. It will weep over sin and be brokenhearted over failure; and 
although it will condemn the sin, love will always seek  to cover and to protect 
the man who has fallen. 

How the Lord Jesus yearned over sinners! He often sought to protect 
them from the injustice of others. For instance, in His interview with the woman 
taken in adultery, as recorded in John 8, He did not condone her sin, but He 
protected and forgave her, the sinner. This is a very searching test of character. 
Are you broken hearted over the misfortune and failure of other people? Or 
do you have a tendency to gloat over them secretly and delight to gossip about 
them? Love does not do that, for at the cross mercy and truth met; and it was 
there that Jesus condemned sin but pardoned the sinner. 

11. "Love bears all things.”  Love suffers wrong without retaliation; that 
is the negative aspect of the statement. But love gets under the load of life and 
bears it to the limit, and that is the positive aspect. Love patiently endures what 
it has to suffer, and is not shaken by ingratitude; it is proof against hardship and 
reproach. The Lord Jesus patiently bore all the wrongs and injustice, and prayed on 
the cross, “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.” At the same 
time, He put His shoulder under the load of sin and bore the crushing burdens 
of others. How about you? 

12. “Love believes all things.” Not that love is easily deceived, or than 
love is blind. Rather it means that love is not basically suspicious. It takes the 
kindest view of others in every circumstance, as long as it possibly can. Love will 
consider the motives and make every allowance for failure. And when a man 
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has fallen, love will think about the battle that he must have fought, and the 
struggle that he must have had before he went down.  

The Lord Jesus never misjudged anybody, because He did not judge by 
outward appearances. He had an amazing way of looking at an outcast and 
seeing in him an infinite capacity for regeneration. "Wilt thou be made whole?" 
He asked the worst case at the pool of Bethesda. He became the Friend of 
sinners. But we are apt to view every action with suspicion and become cynical 
toward those who are down, but love is not suspicious.  

13. “Love hopes all things.” When love is disappointed in the one in 
whom it trusted, it will still keep hope for better things to come, although 
others may long have ceased to do so. Love never gives up on anybody. Of 
course, it does not try to persuade itself that a thief is honest or that the criminal is 
innocent, but it knows that God is “not willing that any should perish.”  The Lord 
Jesus never gives up hope on anyone. When other people have given up hope 
on us, and when we have become absolutely hopeless about ourselves, the 
Lord is never discouraged. Christ, because He is love, never gives in to dismay or 
gives up to despair. I am so glad I have a God like that, for when others gave up 
on me, it is wonderful to know that I had a loving Lord who refused to give in 
and give up. 

14. "Love endures all things.” This is perhaps the most, wonderful thing 
of all: love cannot be conquered. It bears, believes, hopes, and then endures. In 
other words, when the person in whom you have trusted has let you down, love 
never gives in.  It holds its ground in the day of defeat and still endures. Such 
love took Jesus to Calvary. How He endured the contradiction of sinners against 
Himself!  

1 John 3:16 says, "Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid 
down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren."  

This has been a photograph of Jesus Christ, and perhaps you have felt 
Him looking into your own heart and asking about the reproduction of His 
love in your life. If you would learn to live like this, first you must receive love 
into your heart: you must come to Jesus Christ, make Him your Lord and 
yield to Him. How wonderful it is to know that Christ loved you so completely 
and perfectly. Open your to Him so that you to can love with the love of Christ. 

If you are not saved, why not tonight? 


