
1 Corinthians #3 
Crucified Men 

1 Corinthians 1: 19-31 

 The prayer book for the Church of England begins with these words, 
"Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from Thy ways 
like lost sheep." In the most amazing language, this prayer gives expression to 
the bankruptcy and helplessness of man's best - all that we can ever be apart 
from the grace of God and the redemption that is in Jesus Christ.  

Such is the major theme of Paul's message to the church at Corinth: 
down with pride of intellect and down with self-confidence. And he draws this 
conclusion in 1 Corinthians 1:31, "He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord."  

This letter is addressed, as the second verse of this chapter tells us, to "the 
church (ecclesia) of God which is at Corinth." They would have known what he 
meant by "the ecclesia of Corinth," because that was the title given to the civic 
authority of that day, those called out from among the population of Corinth 
to administer the affairs of the city. "The ecclesia of God," by analogy, is the 
called-out of God, the church which has been redeemed in Jesus Christ our 
Lord, in order that through them the will of God may be made known and the 
authority of heaven be brought to bear upon the world.   

Corinth was known for its divisions and selfish spirit, for its philosophy, 
and at the same time for its sinfulness. Boasting its culture, the city was 
bankrupt in its morality. And the greatest tragedy was that the spirit of Corinth 
was invading the church. This little group of believers, instead of attacking the 
city in the name of the Lord, was being infiltrated by the worldliness of 
Corinth. Instead of representing the authority of Christ there, they were being 
overwhelmed by the pagan city and their testimony was becoming completely 
devitalized. Instead of bringing to bear upon that city the transforming power of 
the gospel, the Christians were giving in to the sin around them.   

Speaking to this church that was being conquered by the spirit of the 
age in which it lived, Paul emphasizes the dynamic transforming power of the 
word of the cross. Right through this chapter he contrasts two things: wisdom 
and foolishness, the wisdom of men and the foolishness of God, then the 
foolishness of men and the wisdom of God.  “The wisdom of words," in verse 17 
is set against "the preaching of the cross" or "the word of the cross" in verse 18.  

The wisdom of words was the thing that had seduced this church. 
Earlier we noticed how selfishness had crept into the church, bringing 
divisions and arguments. Paul turned upon them and asked three piercing 
questions: "Was Paul crucified for you?" "Is Christ divided?" "Were you baptized 

Page �1



in the name of Paul?" He did not answer them; they were intended only to point 
out how ridiculous was their spirit of division, which had eaten into the 
testimony and power of the church.  

The remedy for the situation, Paul insists, lies not in philosophy, but in 
the revelation of the Son of God by the Holy Spirit in their lives. The moment 
a Christian, or a church, departs from the principle of revelation and goes into 
higher criticism or intellectual understanding of the Bible, all spiritual 
authority is lost.   

This is very relevant to the days in which we live and to the land in 
which we live. Instead of attacking a city in the name of the Lord, the very 
spirit of the city gets into the life of the church. The local church becomes full of 
selfishness, strife and division, and believers become materialistic. The Bible is 
approached on the basis of "What I cannot understand I will discard.” If we submit 
the Word of God to our own intellect and refuse to believe in the possibility of 
absolute authoritative revelation, the church loses its power and authority. 
And if the Church loses its ability to say, "Thus saith the Lord," it has no answer to 
the problems of our times.  

If the church in our day is to invade a city for God, then it must get back 
to a place of absolute dependence on the wisdom of God. But what is the 
wisdom of God? The New International Version translates verse 30 in these 
words, "It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us 
wisdom from God - that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption." The 
“wisdom” of God, therefore, seems to sum up the whole thing; it is given to 
establish righteousness and to produce sanctification and holiness.  

Notice Paul's scornful words in verses 27-28, "God hath chosen the foolish 
things of the world.” Yes, the wisdom of God is utter foolishness to the worldly 
philosopher, the self-opinionated, clever person. “God has chosen the things that 
are base and despised.” Certainly righteousness was despised in a city like 
Corinth. "God hath chosen the things that are not to bring to naught the things that 
are." What does Paul mean by that statement? The “things that are not” 
represent salvation; deliverance from all that separates us from the presence 
of God; sanctification, being made into the likeness of Jesus Christ. Against all 
their cleverness and ability, their philosophy and education, their helplessness to do 
anything about the sinfulness of the city in which they lived, God puts His wisdom, 
which is the message of Calvary: His righteousness, His sanctification, His 
redemption.   

For us today there is this tremendous contrast. On the one hand we have 
the opportunity of seeking to meet the need of the day by human intellect and 
education. On the other hand, we have access to the wisdom of God, which leaves 
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men with absolutely nothing to glory in, for "he that glorieth, let him glory in the 
Lord.” Therefore, we are faced with the choice of these two principles: the 
wisdom of man, or the wisdom of God. And the tragedy in far too many of our 
churches today, is that we have chosen to operate our churches, and our 
ministries, based on the wisdom of men, rather than on the wisdom of God. 
And because of that sad choice, by in large, the present-day church has lost its 
power.  

Look a little more closely at what is meant by this definition of God’s 
wisdom: righteousness, sanctification and redemption. What is this word, 
"righteousness"? Here is the wisdom of God, for it means that somehow God is 
able to take hold of a life that is twisted and broken, sinful and defeated, 
immoral and down-and-out, and to make it conform to the standard of His 
Son. He is able to make a crooked life straight; He is able to make a broken 
life whole. He is able to take a life that is marred, sinful, impure, unholy, and by 
the miracle of His grace remake into the image of Christ.   

The righteousness of God is not just a dry doctrine, but the sovereign 
act of heaven that brought a holy God down from the throne of heaven to the 
manger at Bethlehem and then to the cross of Calvary, in order that He might 
rescue us and bring us to Himself, cleanse us from sin and make us whole. To 
use a theological phrase, it means Christ "imputed" to me. That is, the moment 
I cease from my own effort and trust the living Christ for salvation, from that 
moment on God sees me as in the righteousness of Christ Himself. When I am 
prepared to come to Calvary as a guilty, sinful man, knowing that there is 
nothing I can do, and that I am utterly dependent on God's grace for for-
giveness - at that moment He makes me right.   

However, that is not the last word of Christian experience, but the first.  
Just as you formed habits that led you to failure and sin until now, when you 
accept God’s righteousness you will begin to form habits that lead you into the 
holiness of His image and into His purpose for your life. That is Christian 
living, and it is no easy thing.  

There is no short cut, and therefore we have the second word, 
"sanctification." This is the wisdom of God which means not only that Christ is 
“imputed” to me, but that the life of Jesus is "imparted" to me. I recognize 
that I am separated for God's will and service, and therefore I must be yielded 
to Him for whatever He may want me to do. This growth in the likeness of the 
Lord is slow. I know that is true, not because I look at other people, but 
because I have to live with myself seven days a week.  
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But perhaps it need not be as slow as it is. I think the problem is that we 
allow Satan to keep us side-tracked by keeping us focused on people and 
issues, when we ought to be growing in the likeness of the Lord Jesus. 

Our spiritual growth is one of the great by-products of our submission 
to the Lordship of Christ in our every day living.  It is when we begin to look 
with the eyes of Christ, love with the heart of Christ, and think with the mind 
of Christ, do we begin to conform to the image of Christ.  And, I must confess, 
because the living Christ is in us, we are without excuse!  

The third word is "redemption," a word that occurs only eleven times in the 
New Testament.  On each occasion it is used in reference to that tremendous 
day when we will find ourselves in the very presence of our Lord, when we are 
fully redeemed. There is a sense in which a man is redeemed the moment he is 
forgiven, but there is a great deal yet to be done in the man. The Apostle John 
put it this way in 1 John 3:2, "Now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him; for we shall see him as he is.” Redemption is the completion and 
fulfillment of all the purposes of God. Surely that is the wisdom of God. There 
is no other answer to the world's need except the wisdom of God. Why? Only the 
power of God can make a man pure, and one day take him, in the very image 
of the Lord Jesus, into the presence of glory, spotless and faultless. 

   
What had all the intellect at Corinth done to meet the situations of 

human need?  What had they accomplished? In verse 20 Paul asked, “Where is 
the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this world?" The Greek 
word translated “disputer” here is the word for “investigator” or “inquirer.”  

It is an amazing and tragic thing that when emphasis on philosophy, 
intellect, and ability seeps into the life of the Christian church and into our 
Christian service, we discover ourselves with no authority, no spiritual power, 
nothing that we can do to bring blessing to a soul. But when the living Christ 
comes into my life, somehow the desert of my heart begins to blossom. The 
man who has been paralyzed by sin, helpless and down in the dust, is taken hold of 
by the Spirit of God, and is made anew. That is the wisdom of God and the 
power of God.  

The righteousness of God gets us back in will of God. The sanctification 
that God brings to us causes us to grow day by day in the likeness of the 
Christ. The redemption of God one day will lift us faultless into the very presence 
of God. That is the message of the cross.  
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Does this mean that we are not to think for ourselves? Absolutely not!  It 
simply means that as we spend time in the Word of God, we develop the mind of 
Christ, which gives us the wisdom to make right choices based on the will of God 
for our every day living.  

Listen to the words of Psalm 33:12, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the 
Lord; and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance.” It seems that 
our world is a mess and getting worse, and it also seems that the wisdom of 
men have no answers.  I am convinced that the church of the living God, on 
their knees for sixty minutes, will accomplish more than 150 political and 
military leaders around a table discussing their problems for a whole year.   

Therefore, the Bible clearly teaches that each of us have two alternatives 
before us. One is the philosophy of men, depending upon human intellect, 
human ability, pushing your way through, determined at any cost to get to the 
goal you set before yourself. Or you can take your achievements, intellect, talents 
and put them all on one scale and on the other, the wisdom of God, in which a man 
glories not in himself but in the Savior. Each of us must choose the principle on 
which we will guide our lives, on which we will study and work, on which we 
will serve the Lord. May we each say, "Not I but Christ.” 
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