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Have Faith in God (#26)

1 Corinthians 12:9

 In our last study of spiritual gifts, we briefly looked at the “gift of faith.” 
Tonight, I want us to back up for just a moment and talk  about the fact that 
there is a difference between saving faith, which is everyday faith, and the 
“gift of faith.” For example, saving faith and/or everyday faith is built on a 
knowledge of God’s Word, as seen in Romans 10:17, “So, then, faith comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

 Let me ask you this question: What allowed you to hook  up with God in 
the first place? By what means did you, a sinner, enter into a relationship with 
holy God?  The answer is faith.  Listen to Galatians 3:3 “Are you so foolish? 
Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?” Or 
Colossians 2:6-7, “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk 
in Him, having been firmly rooted and new being built up in Him and established 
in your faith, just as you were instructed.” Paul refers to this everyday faith in 
Galatians 2:20, “And the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 
of God.”

In other words, by faith we believed that Jesus was our Savior from the 
guilt of sin, and according to our faith it was unto us; now we must believe 
that He is our Savior from the power of sin, and according to our faith it shall 
be unto us. Then we trusted Him for forgiveness, and it became ours; now we 
must trust Him for righteousness, and it shall become ours also. Then we took 
Him as a Savior in the future from the penalties of our sins; now we must take Him 
as a Savior in the present from the bondage of our sins. Then He lifted us out of 
the pit; now He has sat us in heavenly places with Himself. 

Therefore, the Christian life is a life of faith. It started by faith, and it 
runs on faith. It is faith from start to finish. 

Although there is indeed the “gift of faith” that is sovereingly imparted 
by the Holy Spirit on certain believers, the Bible never makes a distinction 
between the faith that saved us from the penalty of sin, which is “saving faith,” 
and the faith that saves us from the power of sin, which is “everyday faith.”  It 
is all the same. 

Therefore, the Bible teaches us that faith is simply believing that God 
will do what He has promised. Faith is not a power. It is not something we are 
supposed to drum up inside ourselves. Faith is simply trusting that God will 
honor His promises. That is all there is to it.  
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Our part in the faith process is fairly simple. We are to go about our 
lives, making decisions, handling crises, raising our families, and so on, as if 
God is really going to do what He said He would do. That is what it means to 
walk by faith.

I have met many Christians who are disappointed with God. They feel 
as if God has let them down, as if He didn't answer their requests as they had 
desired. It is not unusual for people in this situation to stop reading their Bibles, 
stop attending church, and stop praying. In some cases their disappointment 
turns to anger and even bitterness.   

Disappointment with God usually stems from confusion over the 
meaning of faith. Most people who are disappointed with God misunderstand 
what faith is. To them, faith is some sort of power or force. They think if they 
have enough faith, God will do whatever they ask Him. So when a crisis comes 
along, they try to move God into action through their faith. When God doesn't 
respond, they become disappointed. Their misunderstandings lead to unrealistic 
expectations. And their expectations eventually lead to disappointment.  

I think too many people have never been taught how to balance the 
sovereignty of God and the free will of man with faith. Faith is not a power we 
tap into. Faith is not a lasso we slip around God's neck to force our will on His. 
Faith is not a button we push to prod God into action. Faith is confidence that 
God will do what He has promised. That is what all those men and women in 
Hebrews 11 were commended for. 

In my early ministry I used to think that exercising faith in God was for 
those select few heroes of faith. But the more I studied the people that were 
listed for us in Hebrews 11; I realized that this so-called “faith’s hall of fame” 
could very well be called “skid row’s hall of fame.” The truth of the matter is 
that each person in Hebrews 11 had great failures in their lives. Abraham lied and 
almost lost his wife because of it. Noah fell into drunkenness. Jacob was a 
master gambler and deceiver. Samson was the playboy of his day, and David 
was an adulterer and murderer. God gives Rahab’s occupation as a harlot.  
There was one truth that made these men and women different from the rest of the 
world - enough so that God made a permanent record – and that was the word 
“faith.” The Bible says, “These all died in faith.”  What happened to make them 
different? They all heard from God and believed. 

We have seen that faith is simply believing God, but what does the Bible 
have to say that faith is?  The answer is found in Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen." Faith is 
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evidence that we have seen a substance that we have hoped for which the world 
cannot see.  

God allows faith to see the invisible. To see by faith is to see things that 
cannot be seen by physical eyes. To see by faith is to see beyond impossible 
circumstances into the inner circle of the promises of God, the program of God, 
and the provision of God. Substance is hidden in His promises. 2 Peter 1:4 says, 
"Whereby are given to us exceeding great and precious promises; that by these you 
might be partakers of the divine nature." To take hold of these promises makes 
us partakers of the divine will of Him who is able to cause mountains to be 
removed in response to faith. Paul said, "While we look not at the things which 
are seen, but at the things who are not seen; for the things which are seen are 
temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”   

When Abraham was 100 years old he had not yet realized the promise 
God gave him of a child by Sarah, his wife. All he had was the promise. Here 
he was 100 years old and by all accounts it was over. His body was dead and 
Sarah’s body was unproductive. By any human reasoning there was no hope. 
Now Abraham could look at circumstances or he could look to the promise. He 
chose to believe God. And Romans 4:17 tells us that “he believed, even God, who 
quickeneth the dead and calleth those things which be not as though they were. 
Who against hope believed in hope that he might become the father of many 
nations...And being fully persuaded that what He had promised, He was able to 
perform." Here was a man who was “fully persuaded” that God was able to 
perform, and on that promise he stood. And God did perform, and Isaac was 
born. In later years when God tested Abraham by telling him to offer Isaac on 
the altar, I really don’t believe it was a great struggle of faith for Abraham.  
He knew that God would somehow raise him up and fulfill the promise that “in 
Isaac shall thy see be called” (Hebrews 11:18). Was it not true that God had 
brought forth Isaac from deadness before? Abraham was “fully persuaded” that 
God would do it again. Abraham passed the test of faith by obedience to God's 
Word.   

And then, we need to realize that faith requires action. By faith: Abel 
prepared a sacrifice. Noah built an ark. Abraham moved toward the promise, 
obtained it and then offered it back. Moses stood in the face of all worldly 
power and pleasure and chose to go with God’s people.  Joshua marched the 
army around Jericho.  Rahab hid the spies. These all heard from God and acted. 
Faith results in action. 

In fact, James 2:17 says, "Faith without works is dead." Now I don't see 
how we can interpret this any other way. Faith produces works on our part. If 
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we have faith to believe God and we are doing nothing that can be called 
“ministry” then we just might have a problem with what we say we believe. 

Faith supersedes every level of man's scientific reasoning. For example, 
Hebrews 1:3 says that “through faith we understand that the worlds were framed 
by the word of God.” We must choose between faith and human reasoning. 
When Jesus said to Simon Peter, "It is I, come;" Peter stepped out of the boat and it 
is recorded that “he walked on the water.” But when he began to focus on the 
wind he was afraid. He became aware of his own humanity and reason 
prevailed. Man can’t walk on the water - unless he is walking on the water at the 
word of the One who is the master of the sea.  Man can't withstand the 
boisterous winds unless he is withstanding on the word of the one who can say 
“Peace, be still” and see the boisterous winds obey. What is the risk  of faith? 
Peter stepped into the water, became afraid and started to sink. Did he go under? 
No! Jesus was there to save him. 

In 2 Kings 6:15-17 when Elisha's servant saw the Syrian army encamped 
about the city; he said to Elisha, "Master, what shall we do?" So Elisha prayed, 
“Lord, I pray thee open his eyes that he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of 
the young man and he saw and behold, the mountain was full of horses and 
chariots of fire round about Elisha."  

Paul prayed for the Christians at Ephesus this way in Ephesians 1:18, "The 
eyes of your understanding being enlightened, that ye may know what is the hope 
of his calling and what the riches of the of his inheritance in the saints. And what is 
the exceeding greatness of His power to usward who believe...”  We must have 
our eyes anointed with spiritual salve that we may see that those great and 
precious promises are in operation right now, encompassing us about in the 
power of God, and it is by faith they are realized. 

Faith sees the invisible, and faith hears the inaudible.  Faith possesses 
the intangible. Without faith we will not conquer kingdoms, stop the mouths of 
lions, cross over Jordan, see the waters parted or show forth the majesty of God in 
any way, because without faith we will look only at the things which are seen and 
walk as men. Without faith we cannot please God.    

Whatever the dark circumstances or whatever the challenge that you 
might be facing, there is a promise of deliverance and victory to the child of 
God who turns to the Word of God for counsel. He still speaks peace to a 
storm-tossed life. He still gives direction in the midst of chaos and confusion, and 
in that Word and in that direction is the foundation of faith. Will we believe Him 
or will we believe what we can see? When we possess the promise we possess 
the substance because He is God and He cannot lie. 
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In Acts 27 we read of a desperate situation. A ship was in a great 
tempest. They had struggled desperately for three days. They had thrown cargo 
overboard; they had undergirded the ship; but now all hope is gone.  The 
storm raged and the ship would surely go down. But where was Paul as they 
were tossed to and fro? Acts 27:21 says, “After being long without food, Paul 
stood forth in the midst of them...” Paul had been alone with God and he stood 
before them in the raging storm and said, “I serve God and I am His and this night 
He sent me an angel with a message: We will all be saved. I believe God that it 
shall be even as it was told me.” 

Now, it was still dark and the waves still tossed, but Paul had heard 
from God. And I just believe he got a good night's sleep. There were on the ship 
276 men and every one of them scared out of their wits because for 14 days they 
fasted and took no food. Paul, their prisoner became their captain and 
admonished them to eat for their health. What a picture here of the blessed 
assurance. Paul heard from God and it was as God said it would be. 

The faith that brought us salvation came by the hearing of the Word of 
God, and the faith that brings deliverance in storms, and provision in 
drought, can only come by knowing what God has said about these 
circumstances. Is there any thing too hard for God? Could there perhaps be a 
circumstance to come upon us or a challenge before us that there is not a promise? 
No, and a thousand times no. He has given us great and precious promises. He 
has a promise for every situation and a provision for every need. Find it. Claim it, 
and live and die by it. What He has said, He will do. What He has promised He 
is able to perform. The provision is in the promise. 

If you are not saved, then turn your faith to Jesus.


