
1 Corinthians #16 
Lessons from the Past 

1 Corinthians 10:1-10:13 

My car has a little sound that alerts the driver when the gas in my gas 
tank gets near empty. My truck has a little light that comes on (but no sound) 
when the gas in my gas tank gets near empty.  In fact, every car I have ever 
owned has had a fuel gage on it. I realize that those little signals were put on 
those automobiles as a warning. There is only one problem, in almost every 
automobile that I have ever owned I have eventually run out of gas.  It is not 
that I don’t know that my gas tank is near empty, it simply that I put off pulling 
into some Service Station or Convenience Store to fill-up. You would think that 
as many times as I have given out of gas, I would have learned to stop and fill 
up when my gas gauge got down to about ¼ of a tank.   

One of the things that I have heard all of my life is this little phrase, “Live 
and learn.” And “Look at history so you don’t repeat the same mistakes.”  Most of 
us have heard that advice. You probably have a dozen lessons that you have 
learned the hard way or from experience. You probably have learned another 
dozen lessons after watching someone else make mistakes. And the truth of the 
matter is that we should know better than to do what we do! 

Why should living day to day as a Christian be any different? The Bible 
that stands forever is full of timeless truths when it comes to Christian living. 
What was true for the believers at Moses’ time, was true for the Christians living in 
Corinth, and is true for God’s people sitting in this service tonight. Therefore, 
Paul uses history to teach us about Christian living.  

Now folks, the most unreasonable thing I know of in the Christian life is 
for a person to be told by God what causes failure, and for that person to 
become involved in it anyway. There are some things that are guaranteed to 
cause the Christian to be overthrown in the world, and God in His love, has 
told us what they are.  But, before I can get to those sins, it is necessary for us to 
do a little background study from our text.  

You will notice that in verse 1 of our text, Paul says, “I would not that you 
should be ignorant…” But, you will notice that in verse 15 he closes the content 
with these words, “I speak as to wise men…” As one studies the Word of God, 
you soon realize that Paul started one way and ended up another. Therefore, 
there is a message here that will change us from “ignorant” to “wise.”  

One of the wisest men in the world is an individual who is able, and has 
the capacity, to learn from someone else’s error, or success.  And that is what 
Paul is trying to show us from the Word of God concerning the children of Israel, 
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as seen in verse 6, “Now these things were our examples…” But look also at verse 
11, “Now all these things happened unto them for examples…” A literal translation 
of the Greek reads this way, “It fell out upon them by design.”  The Williams 
Translation reads like this, “Those things continued to befall them as warnings to 
others.” This truth is seen in Hebrews 11:39-40, “And these all (these men and 
women of faith), having received witness through faith, received not the promise, 
God having provided some better thing for us…” And then in verse 12 of our text -
we are told, “Wherefore, let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” In 
other words, he is saying - Anyone of you who is entertaining even the slightest 
notion that you would never be guilty of the sins that overthrew the children 
of Israel, then you are the very guy that Satan is setting up for the fall.  

Do you know how Satan has victory in our lives? He creates a spiritual 
snugness about us.  What am I saying? Simply this: Satan gets us to the place 
that we become over confident of our own ability. We get to the place that we 
are so sure that we are so full of the Christian life that we see ourselves as some 
“super saint” and therefore we let our guard down, and that is the reason we have 
the warning, “Wherefore, let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall…” 
There are some of you here tonight that had better get ready, for Satan is 
getting ready to "clean your plow" because you think you are beyond 
reproach. You sit around Sunday after Sunday and apply the message that 
God has for you to someone else. You don’t really think that you can get 
caught off guard in your Christian experience. And you are the very guy that 
Satan is getting ready to “deck.”  

Now, look at verse 13, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is 
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not permit you to be tempted above 
that ye are able, but will with the temptation, also make the way to escape, that you 
may be able to bear it.”  There are some of you thinking, “I know what the Bible 
says, but I have a peculiar situation." Or "I have unusual circumstances in my life.” 
Now you listen child of God, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is 
common to man…” Every one of us is in the same boat. The definition may be 
different; the circumstances may be different; the timing may different; but it 
is still the sin principle working in our lives.  

Therefore, none of us have any kind of an excuse, or circumstances, 
which will make us an exception to the rules.  And there is nothing in your life 
that justifies you to be anything less than what God wants you to be.  

You might be thinking, “But how do you know for sure?" The answer is 
given for us in verse 13, “But God is faithful, who will not permit you to be 
tempted above that you are able…” Praise God for the faithfulness of God. “God 
is faithful, who will not permit you to be tempted about that you are able…” Do 
you believe that statement? It that is true, then why aren’t we walking in victory? 
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If that is true, then why are we yielding to temptation? If that is true, then 
why are we up and down, hot and cold, spiritual one day and carnal the next?   

If God has said, “I want let too much get on you.” Why do we have too 
much on us? There is a key to the answer in that same verse, “…but will with the 
temptation, also make the way to escape, that you may be able to bear it.” There is 
a glaring contradiction to our human reasoning in that statement, for we have 
always been told that if we escape we don’t have to “bear it.” But God is trying 
to tell us something here that will change our Christian living.  The point is that 
God does not intend to lead us away from our temptations, but through them.  
The problem is that we have spent so much times fussing and gripping, and 
complaining, that we have failed to see that God was trying to grow us in 
grace.  

This truth is seen in Psalm 4:1 where David said, “0 God…Thou hast 
enlarged me when I was in distress…" And also in Romans 5:3 where we have 
been told, “tribulations worketh patience.” James says in James 1:2, “My brethren, 
count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing this, that the testing of 
your faith worketh patience.” 

When writing to Christians, Paul said in Romans 8:37, “…in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.” We have been told in 2 
Corinthians 2:14, “Now thanks be unto God, who always causes us to triumph in 
Christ, and maketh manifest the savor of his knowledge by us in every place.” 
Now that we know that we have the victory, look with me at the sins that are 
causing us to be overthrown in the world. They are listed for us in our text (mark 
them in your bible): in verse 6 you see the word “lust”; in verse 7 you see the word 
"idolaters”; in verse 8 you see the word "fornication"; in verse 9 you see these 
words "put Christ to the test,” which means "not taking Christ seriously”; in verse 
10 you see the word "murmur.”  Now we are going to look at what God is trying 
to tell us about living in victory.  

The first of these sins is lust. When we hear this word "lust" we think of 
sex, we think of pornography, we think of the permissiveness of our society, we 
think of the immorality of our day. But this statement has absolutely nothing to 
do with any of these things. The text says that “we should not lust after evil 
things.”  The full story is in Numbers 11, and the desire of those people en 
route to the Promised Land was for something out of the will of God.  He 
provided for them all the food they needed, but they wanted more, something 
different, a change of diet. They asked for something perfectly legal, but which 
was not provided for them in the plan of God. But how does this relate to us 
today? The word is “materialism.”  
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The sin of materialism is eating the children of God alive today. The 
trick of Satan is to get us wanting the things of this world so bad that we 
become envious of them. And many Christians are so intent on having the things 
of materialism, that “they owe their souls to the company store” to pay for them.  
When the Bible says, “Owe no man anything,” it means don’t obligate yourself for 
something that you cannot fulfill.  

Because of our lusting after the things of the world, many Christians are 
financially miserable.  And many of us can’t even stop to buy our kids a Coke 
without first checking to see if we can afford for them to have one.  The sin is 
not being poor; the sin is that we have over-extended ourselves because of our 
lusting over the material things of this world!  

Someone has said that we spend all of our lives trying to keep up with 
the Jones’, and about the time we catch them, they refinance and mess us up 
again.  

There is a tremendous statement found in Psalm 106:15 that tells us about 
the children of Israel, “He (God) gave them their request; but sent leanness into 
their soul.” God always meets men on the level of their desire. If we hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, God will fill us with the fruit of his holiness.  
But if we hunger after the things of this world, then we become guilty of the sin of 
materialism.  What are the desires of your heart tonight? Are your desires 
God-centered or are they world-centered?  

The next of these sins is idolatry. The story is in Exodus 32. When Moses 
had been a long time on the mountaintop with God, the people became restless. 
Aaron, who had been left in charge, eventually received their gold and 
jewelry, melted it, and fashioned a golden calf.  

Some of you are thinking, “He is not talking to me, for I certainly am not 
guilty of idolatry.” Look with me at the text once more, “Neither be ye idolaters, as 
were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose 
up to play.” In other words, they substituted play time far prayer time, 
indulgence for reality; they took the sacrifice out of their religion and made it 
comfortable and easy. All they lived for was to be entertained.  

We are still living with that crippling sin today, in that we feel that we 
must be entertained if we are going to continue with our service to God.  We 
must have a choir that sounds like a gospel singing, a sermon that sounds like 
revival, and prayers that are praying down the portals of glory, or we don’t 
“feel” that anything is happening. And because of that kind of thinking, Worship 
leaders try to create a joy that is not there; preachers try to create an enthusiasm 
that is not there, and we become play-actors instead of worshipers!  
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Please do not misunderstand what I am saying right here, because I love 
exciting Worship Services, and I would be the first to say that being saved 
ought to be fun.  But your personal relationship with God ought to be the apex 
of your Christian experience!  And if Jesus doesn’t get you excited, then your 
emotionalism is counterfeit.  

The next of these sins is fornication. The story is in Numbers 25, where 
we find wrong relationships, an unequal yoke with ungodly people. The 
problem was not that they could not find someone godly to marry; the problem was 
that because of their lust they looked outside of the standards that God has set for 
them.  One of the great traps that Satan sets for Christian singles is to desire a 
mate and to become so impatient, that, instead of waiting on God, they go 
looking for someone outside the standards that God has set for them.  

The next of these sins is “to put Christ to the test" or literally "not 
taking Christ seriously." In other words, Paul is saying that the people said 
they were serious with God with their mouths, but their lives were telling a 
different story. Jeremiah put it this way, “Though they swear, they believe in God, 
they do not believe in God.” 

The majority of Christians receive so much, but give so little.  They 
make resolutions and promises, but they do not keep them.  They start a work, 
but lack the will power to continue until it is finished.  

The last of these sins is murmuring. Now folks, I don’t really have to 
spend any time right here for this scripture speaks for itself. I would simply ask 
you to examine your conversations and see if your words of positive or negative.  
If they are building up or tearing down.  And chances are pretty good that you 
already know the answer!  

Ladies and gentlemen, God has given us His Word to guide us on our 
Christian way.  He has given us divine warnings about following after the 
flesh and not after the Spirit.  He simply says, “Look back at the mistakes of my 
very own people and learn from their failures.” 

If you have never been saved, why not tonight? 
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